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I agree with you most profoundly in the matter of lawyers making recommendations
about children in the care of the Council without consulting the Department
and accordingly I have written to the Head of the Legal Section setting out

the circumstances of the case as it concerns the Mooney children and asking
for his observations. As soon as these come to hand I will advise you.

I apologise for the delay in replying to your memo of Tth March, 1980,

s

Senior Depuf& DiTector of Social Work
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Mre Re Poory Divisional Director of (0&10 12\3 20

Social wWoxk, Lanark Divisione

Senior Depute Director of Social Woxrk, -
Strathelyde House, Glasgows.

-

Your memo of 6th March, 1980, refers.

The current position on these chiliren is fully set out in the
memo from Mre Altken, Senior Social Woxker, Lanark, to the
Director of Administration in terms of his urgent request.

I can add little except to say that I endorse the proposal
that no orders are made in respect of any of the children,

the more particulaxrly since and John are no longer in
the care of the Regional Council so that strictly we have no
locus at the present time unless by interlocutore

T

Re Poor
Divisional Director of Social Woxrk




Subjects of report:- --

John Mooney ( ’1‘3 b,

-
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The above three children were referred to in a report prepared by Miss J. Mallon,
Social Worker, from this Office in July, 1979.

That report was prepared in terms of the vhlldrcn being in care at that

time under Section 15 of the %L.lal Work iS JLIH two of the children

being in a Children's Home
The recommendation of the Socia 1 ncr} Department at that time was that custody
of the first two children ghao 2 granted to their mo ira Mooney

al tl.oz.i'h not ;:rlmeulaﬁ

under the Matrimonial Proceedings (Children) Act 195
from the Court.

Section 10 Orders
were accordingly sought

Changes have now taken place in that -and John were discharged from the care
of the Social Work Department into the care of their mother, Mrs. Moira Mooney,
in January, 1980. The two children have resided with their mother, c/o Tait,

14 Glebe Crescent, Douglas, since that time under the close, but informal super-
vision of Miss Mallon of the Social Work Department. The arrangements being made
for the children are satisfactory and it would now be our recommendation that

Mrs, Moira Mooney be granted custody of these two children. Apart from informally
] ir discharge from Social Work Depart-

supervising

Nothing similar in respect of

is seen as required if custody is granted to their mother, and it is therefore
recommended that no Order in respect of these two children be made in the Regional
Council's favour.




In the circumstances, it is recommended that the Court mzkes no Order in
respect of any of these children, and allows the status quo to prevail.

4th March, 1980 ('// J. Aitken,

;/ Senior Social Worker,
; District Office,

/l 21 Bloomgate,

: Lanark.






