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Case Cbnference Minute

CAZ
IS CONFIDENTIAL

1. Area Team 2. Area Officer Mr J Paterson
Craigielea House, Blackstoun Road, Faisley Home Tel. No.. 041 954 7456
3. Dateheld 19th December 1985 at Craigielea House
4. Name of child{ren) (including aliases) 5. D.O.B. 6. Home address
"Nicola Alexander 01.12.79 c/o Alexander,
Kelly Alexander 09.07.81 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley
. p 7. Present address
R = ¥  As above. 4
. ) :
‘ i
a,
8. Parents/Caretakers name Address ¢
Caretakers - Mr & lirs Alexander (paternal grmdparents). As above,
Father ~ Brian Alexander 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley.
'
9. (a) Chairperson Mr J Paterson, Area Officer.
(b} Present (names) Designation Agency
Mr J Paterson Area Officer ' Social Work Dept
Mr I Cadman Senior Social Worker " " "
rs J licLeod Social Work Assistant " " N
lis I Fegan Child Care Adviser n " "
Mr Brian Alexander - Father
Mr Adam Alexander Grandfather
Mrs Bvelyn Alexander Grandmother
lis Jean Fleming Father's cohzbitee
(c) invited but unable to attend
Sgt Whittle Community Involvement Stratheclyde Pelics
Mossvale Primary School
Springbank Nursery School
Mrs McEwan Nursing Officer Ferguslie Clinic
10. (a} If appropriate, nature and circumstances of injury and from whom
{b) If not injury, nature and circumstances of abuse, neglect or risk and from whom
SEE ATTACHED REPORT.
b
L]
11. Medically examined by Designation Place Date

/
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12. Summary of discussion etc. {To be read in conjuction with Initial/Review Report Form)

Meeting being held at 5.00pm to allow the participation of the family. This unfortunately

made it difficult for other agencies to attend. Mrs licLeod had spoken to the other
agencies and incorporated their comments in her report.

Mr Paterson opened the Case Conference by outlining the reasons for the meeting. He

accepted that it must be distressing for the family and acknowledged that there should have

beenn a Conference at the time of Mr Alexander's release from prison. There were certain
matters connected with the safety of the children that had to be discussed, and could only
be discussed in a forum such as this, It was therefore entirely proper that this meeting
considered the issues and reached decisions as appropriate. Mr Paterson also explained
that matters to de with plamning for the children's future would be dealt with by a child
care review to be convened in January of next year.

Nrs licLeod's report was circulated. Mrs Alekander noted that in September 1982 Nicola
had not been admitted to hospital, only examined.

It was agreed that the children have no doubts as to Mr and Mrs Alexander Snr being their
grandperents, and lir Alexander being their father. Mrs lMicLeod has contacted the various
agencies involved with the family and there have been no adverse comments made re the
children. Indeed they appear to be healthy children developing well and normally both
physically and emotionally.

V¥rs Alexander said that sometimes she felt they had had the care of the children for too
long.

411 parties agreed that the assumption had always been that the children would eventually
return to the fulltime care of their fulltime care of their father. The one (sometimes
two) night a week arrangement has been going at this level for nearly 15 years now.

Brian Alexander agreed that he and Jean Fleming intend to marry.

Mary Fegan advised that any adults who offer overnight stays to children in our care
require to have police and internal departmental checks carried out. This would apply to
Jean Fleming.

Sgt Whittle telephoned the information that initial checks on Brian Alexander revealed no
new police involvement or convictions since the conviction for assaulting Nicola in 1983.

The general conclusion of the meeting was that the aim Was t+o reunite the children with
their father. This would entail considerably more planned and structured intervention
than has taken place hitherto. It would also involve some serious discussion with Brian
Alexander and Jean Fleming concerning their plans for the future and the nature of their
commitment to the children.

4

It was agreed that there had been no evidence of risk to the children over the past 2% years.

and that it was not appropriate for their names to be placed on the Child Abuse Register.

Mr Paterson closed the meeting by going over the decisions, thanking people for their
attendance in the early evening, and by underlining the importance of the forthcoming
child care review.
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13. Recommendations and Agreed Tasks

Te
2.
3.

4-

Children not to be registered.

Person/Agency responsible

Child Care Review to be held in January 1986 — Mel Cadman/Jennifer McLeod
Brian Alexander and Jean Fleming to discuss

with SWD their plans for the future,
particularly in regard to the children

Police and SWD checks will need to be
completed on Jean Fleming.

- lel Cadman/Jemmifer McLeod

- SWD

14. Legal action taken/legal status of chiid

Both 441a.

15. Key worker (Person primarily responsible for supervision)

J lMcleod.

16. Category of Registration {tick as appropriate)

Registration
Physical | Physical | Failure

Name of child Yes No Injury Neglect | to Thrive | At Risk
Nicola Alexander X
Kelly Alexander . X

17. Who will advise parents of registration?

18. If not to be advised, why not?

PLEASE DO NOT WRITE ON THIS TEAR-OFF STRIP
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19. Any other details

(a} Dissent

(b} Other .

N =

o

20. Date of next conference/review and information as to any other agencies or individuals who should be invited

Minute prepared by Signature l
Area Officer/Chair

Date 2 "(' -~ |7.— &/‘_

CONFIDENTIALITY

THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT IS CONFIDENTIAL TO YOU AND MUST NOT BE DISCLOSED TO ANY OTHER PERSON OR
AGENCY WITHOUT THE WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE CASE CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN.

NOTE TO ADDRESSEES

IF YOU DISAGREE WITH ANY ASPECT OF THIS REPORT YOU SHOULD CONTACT-THE AREA OFFICER IMMEDIATELY IN WRITING. IF
YOU AGREE WITH THE CONTENT PLEASE RETURN THE ACKNOWLEDGEMENT BELOW.

To Area Officer

| have received a copy of the report of the Case Conference/Review
held on regarding

and agree with the content and recommendations

Signature

Date

- 3
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+ CHILD ~2BUSE CASE CCNIZRELCH
Nicola & Kelly Alexander D.o.B. 1/12/79 & 9/1/81.
o/o Alexander
11 Merksworth Way
Paisley
Father Brian Alexander, 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley.
G.P. Dr Winton
School Nicola — Mossvale Primary
Kelly ~ Springbank Nursery
Kelly, the youngest child, now aged 4, is the daughter of Brian Alexander
and his estranged wife Sandra. Nicola aged 6, is the child of Sandra Alexander
from a relatdionship prior to the marriage. Nicola was adopted by Brian when
she was a year old. . :
Sandra and Brian Alexander were married in 1980 when they were agred 18 and 19 F
respectively. The marital relationship appears to have been fraught with financial *
and emotional difficulties, the couple being described at that time as "immature"
& and basically inadequate as marital partners and parents. In September 1982 Nicola
‘ﬁ. was fBamitted to) hospital following an assault by her father. He was remanded in

a8 custody. Nicola was discharged from hospital to her mother's care and both children
at this point were placed on the Register.

Cn 17th January 1983 Brian Alexander appeared in Court and was found guilty of
assault ageinst FNiccla — "by pulling her from her bed, shaking her and throwing her
to the floor" - and further "taking hold of her by the neck and 1lifting her by the
neck" and was sentenced to three months imprisonment.

In February 1983 Ers Alexander left the children with their grandparents and went
away to S. England saying she wanted no more to do with them. A1 tkis time Brian
Alexander was serving a prison sentence for the assaults.

In April 1983 following Brian's release from prison the children were placed on
gome Supervision with a condition of residence with their grandparents. Their names
were subseguently removed from the Register. At this point Brian's access was
restricted and supervised at all times.

In late 1983 ¥r & lirs Alexander Snr were approved as related foster parents.
There has been no contact with their mother since 1983. The children have since
remained in the care of their grandparents where it was felt they have been

offered an excellent level of physical and emotional care.

By late '83 it was felt that the strictly applied visiting arrangements were
"inhibiting" the girls' relationship with their father'". These concerns were
discussed at a Child Care Review in August 1983 and it was subsequently agreed
that the arrangements shoulé become more flexible and that there should be brief
periods of unsupervised access.

Supervision Orders were continued in Karch 1984 and again in February 1985.

Since the summer of '84 Nicola and Kelly have had overnight stays (approx. once a

week ) with their father and his girlfriend, Jean. The children seem to enjoy this
arrangement. Their relationship with their father appears spontaneous and affectionate
and they seem to get on well with Jean.

During the past three years the family has been encouraged to move at their own
pace regarding rehabilitation, the eventual aim. Progress has been slow; however,
due to what was seen as Brian's own unsettled situation and his lack of confidence
in his ability to cope with the children on a permanent basis.
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Nicola & Kelly Alexander

I understand that the finslisation of his divorce is imminent — the children's
mother has stated that she has no intention of returning to the area. Brian
and Jean plan to marry in 1986. At this point they remain somewhat hesitant
about committing themselves to full time care of the children but are most
anxious that the present level of contact should be allowed to continue.

Throughout the time they have been known to this Department Mr & Mrs Alexander
Snr have impressed as mature and reliable adults who would allow nothing to
jeopardise their granddaughters' wellbeing. They are satisfied with the
existing arrangements for access and wish to see these encouraged.

Reports from other Agencies (school, nursery and G.F.) support the view that
Nicola and Kelly are two secure, well adjusted children who appear consistently
well-clad dnd well-nourished, DIr Winton the family's G.P. is of the opinion
that the assaults on the children may have been Brian's way of reacting to what
is described as a "prettyhorrificmarital situation'. In view of the fact that
this situation no longer exists Dr Winton states that he feels the move towards
rehabilitation should continue.

The purpose of convening a Case Conference at this point is to take whatever
decisions, if any, are indicated in order to protect the two children from
potential risk.

&LAWMF4 ¥/££6;£%x{. : /\,\ {;;Jkﬂ,b;#m

Jehpifer Mcleod,
Socizl Werk Assistant.

JMCL/IR
18.12.85

»p



REVIEW PROCEDUKE D
S‘bcial Woﬁ‘:&fﬁ R iew FOorm mitial Review/Subsequent Revi. .¢ FORM

Name of Child: Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER
Date of Birth: 01.12.69 09.07.81
Name of Home: c/o Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley

Date of admission:

Summary cf decisions from last review (if appropriate):
1. Placement of children with Mr and Mrs Alexander to continue meantime.
2. Phased, progressively increased contact between children and parents to occur quickly.

3. Exploration of issues surrounding RIC and adoption to lead to agreed timetable for
"telling".

1. Legal Position/Section under which child is in care:

44.1(a).

Any action indicated:

Termination.

2. Current address/es of:

(a) Parents: 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley.

(b) Siblings not in care:

/

(c) Siblings in care:

/

3. Present situation with family since reception into care/last review:
Situation has remained static. For various reasons Jean and Brian have not had increased
visits from the children. It would appear that their commitment to this plan was not
forthcoming and that despite discussions over the rehabilitation of the children they have
decided that it would be in the children's best interests to remain with their grandparents.

Continued P

Wwazs



REVIEW PROCEDURE D
Form D continuea <ot 3)
4. Date/s and nature of Social Worker’s contact with child since reception into care/last review:

Tnitially fortnightly contact with children, grandparents and parents. However, this
decreased due to the hospitalisation of Mr Alexander Snr.

5. Date/s and nature of Social Worker’s contact with family since reception into care/last review:

As above.

6. Areas of Concern:

(2) Family Lack of a long term plan for children's future.

(b) Particular reference to child in care (including progress since reception into care/last review.)

Both Nicola and Kelly continue to progress well — school reports are excellent and there aren
areas of concern. Relationship with grandparents is very good.

7. Other agencies involved:

/

8. Needs of the child (estimated length of placement, type of placement, involvement of other agencies, estimated
nature of parental contact etc.).
Both Nicola and Kelly require permanence and security. This could possibly be best
served by Mr and Mrs Alexander seeking legal custody but there should be regular access
to the natural father.

Continued P

wazs



REVIEW PROCEDURE D
Form D continued ..ot3)
9. Plans for child in view of above comment (including short, medium and long objectives):

Nicola and Kelly to remain with grandparents on a permanent basis with regular access
to natural father.

Mr and Mrs Alexander to seek legal custody to ensure children's security.

9(a) Is an application for Assumption of Parental Rights appropriate? Yes/No

10. Any further comments:

11, Persons who will atttend review (from area team):

Mel Cadman - Senior Social Worker
Shelagh McDiarmid - Social Vorker

(S McDhiarmid)

Signed:....ccriimrsssinsi e e
Designation:........... Social Worker . .. . ...
| DT )1 T — 12:08.86.........ccoueuermraermrererererasareneses

Strathclyde
A € Regional
Council

Wa3z28



" IEW PROCEDURE D
- ,yocial Worker's Re .iew Form mitia Review/Subsequent Revi. .. FORM

Name of Child: NHICOLA AaD @+ WMD% .
Date of Birth: | - ilbq q‘}%’i >
Name of Home: C{JO P(LG?\P(MDBE’,‘ 1) ¢ ME‘QGSLAO&H l/\\nﬂ’L,(‘ PA’[&’LL:\.[

Date of admission:

Summary of decisions from last review (if appropriate):

LALAUSTASMT OF artlbDReM S\TH ME AMD e Pﬁ,@IQrMOETQ
TD D NVE AT TAE -

- PHARED , CROGRESSIVEU  (MREOARED (MM &Ly
OLDRENM AMOD PARENMTS T OULOR gUIGCU .

2. 8LP0eAmMo OF S8UEY SRRAUMOINMC, 24 AN
ADOPNON TD CEAD T ACIREED DFIESTARLE &ie

L MJL‘ H C’_(- . 0P °
1. Legal Position/Section under which child is in care: LLL(: \ CO\\

Any action indicated:

T TA N AT

2. Current address/es of:

@ Parents: RO| TZIORVAUE Vv PAWSUE,

(b) Siblings not in care: /

3. ?resent situation with family since receptieninto-care/last review:

SHuoHOA~ MOS telaumed SMtaht. Y Junang OISO
den OO Bfioun Louwte g’ bad wiutoged JisUsS 170
e duaddren .« IV WU O Appecay/ Haad’ Hhew Buanudding s/
o HUS (Xour Wwes A’ Vi vl 0ung How 0Sput
Mswssians o) e YelakddodanT d Hhe  duotena
shhey Lot SeU gD WOk 47 LDl bt un Hae clalbdrers
&Y unteresUs o Meuuown WL ooy QRELLo Pt

Continued P
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REVIEW PROCEDURE D

Form D continuecw 2013
4, Date/s and nature of Social Worker’s contact with child since recepiion«iate«earé/l st revi Vé:r_c
i

nuiowy Aevhigraty Wt L SR Sfaumdporett3
O pareLys . | Pestuey HUS  Stutoses oue to
it Losplaliseiion ¢ MY AaudE S G
W/mg@]f@g@%@\y%&@uym&sh&h@"%

5. Date/s and nature of Social Worker's contact with family since reception into care/last review:

alc.

6. Areas of Concern:

(@) Family LA O On QOA% tovun  PHou~ e A AAYeUAS
i -

(b) Particular reference to child in care (including progress since reception into care/last review.)

B Mito aus (elly cohiue to et L
~SUASR eSS Ul e e OUAd (HOIR St o
oo dr coneovin . Rebore-Sudlp «—nn Sfeofededs
N Bk GEbo .

1. Other agengies in‘volved:

/

8. Needs of the child (estimated length of placement, type of placement, involvement of other agencies, estimated
nature of parental contact etc.):

QoL Mitdton Quao CeQOgj MOUNE  PRIMAUARIA L Cund
sty - TWIS ol pe‘%@% RV TS0
iy M Cng M AQAX LAY Ao Lol
(e oy Bl Mo Saoudo B tegilow SLUsS
fy e Thodtwel el

Continued »
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REVIEW PROCEDURE
Form D continued .. o3 D
9. Plans for child in view of above comment (including short, medium and long objectives):
MIWO amd kel 1 reluau WL Greopeureins
On O polivouatt ' ECEIS LN TEGLUOW erclasd
hoarel . fedea)l -
HJ LD WS Alauded to seelc Liop . RSy
O LA MRS Stuunty:

9(a) Is an application for Assumption of Parental Rights appropriate? ¥es/No

10. Any further comments:

11. Persons who will atttend review (from area team):

MA (0o~ SKUD -
Bctoon Mbicwc 2o . & -

smedSh%OQf\ WCD}CU/\NO

................

Date: ‘\ Q/%

Strathclyde
Regional
Council

wazasa



2ILD CAPE IINUTE OF REVIEW
SEVIEW PROCEDURES
1) DETAILS COF CHILD AND REVIEW DATES
Name cf Child: Nicola Alexander D.O.B.: 1.12.69 Lpe: 6
~-..Current Address: c¢/o Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.
érea Team Craigielea House, Blackstoun Road, Paisley.
Date of Review 25/2/86 Date of Previous Feview/RIC: ‘
{2) LOCATION OF REVIEW
rrswa OFFICE RES UNIT [ FOSTER HOME | NURSERY OTHER: Flease Specify
| ! !
| |
FOR DETAILED ACCOUNT OF REVIEW, SEE ATTACHED SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION
2} COMPOSITION OF REVIEW
[' | INVITED BUT DID | {Where
| i NOT ATTEND i Appropri:
| ; PLEASE GIVE ! NAME &
| REASONS FOR NON- | AGENCY
DESIGNATION | PRESENT | APOLOGIES l ATTENDANCE * REPORTS | ADDRESS
: -
creir  (SSW) i v E
CHILD i ‘
- I — =
CEILD'S REPRESENTATIVE |
NAT. FATHER v//r
NAT. MOTHER |
PARENTS' REPRESENIATIVE |
MALE CARER |
FEMALE CARER v i
RES. KEYWORKER ) 1 I
SNR. RES. WORKEFR ] |
i [l
TEACHER i 5
FOSTER PARENTS' S.W. ;

SOCIAL WCRKER

SENIOR SW/A40

ED. PSYCHOLOGIST

oTHER ( Natural Fathex's
Fiancee

|
|
_ |

* Please specify reasons for non-=ztitendance below,

if known




(4) PREVIOUS REVIEWS (Where appropriate)

PERSON IF NOT COMPLETED
DECISIONS TAKEN / ACTION NEEDED RESPONSIBLE COMPLETED REASON WHY

N/A -

(8) SUMMARY OF DISCUSSION

Sio
The discussion covered 7 main areas, as follows:

1. Nicola's Progress in Care.

Unfortunately the foster parents had seen little purpose in completing the review forms;
subsequently some time was devoted to simply describing Nicola's profile. The main points
in this were that she was a placid, good natured girl who related well to other adults and
children and who was making acceptable progress at school. She was described as having a
natural, easy relationship with her father. ©She is particularly close to her cousin, Adam.
She, like her sister, maintains good, frequent contact with her aunts, uncles and cousins
and also sees her maternal grandfather on a regular weekly basis. Tverybody was of the
opinion that Nicola had a relativély accurate understanding of identities in her family and
some idea of the circumstances which led to her living with her grandparents. However, the
gquestion of her adopted status had not been discussed with her.

2. School.

Wo difficulties had been noted in this area, Nicola having made the transition from nursery
to primary school without major difficulty.

3. Health.
Nicola's health is quite normal.

™~
4. Contact Between Children & Natural Family.

No contact had been made with the children's mother since she left Paisley in 1983.

Since her fafher's discharge from prison, the children had maintained regular contact with
their father through overnight stays at weekends and at other times through the week.
Brian Alexander described his relationship with Nicola as close and affectionate,
attributing this to the fact that she was not his child. Mr & Mrs Alexander confirmed
the close relationship based on their observations of Wicola's reaction to contact with
Brian and on her keen anticipation of visits. Both Brian and Mr & Mrs Alexander were of
The view that Nicola understood and enthusiastically awaited the plan for her to return

to her father's full time care.



(5) SuMMaRY OF DISCUS3ION

~l

4. (cont). Brian found some difficulty in accepting the principle that it would be
valuable and helpful for Nicola to be told soon of the circumstances of which led to
her being received into care, or of the full circumstances of her mother, or of the
fact of her adopted status. MNr & Mrs Alexander were equally uncertain about the
question of what should or could be told to Nicola or when this should happen.

lel Cadman and Shelagh McDiarmid argued that Nicola's clearer understanding of this
— would be valuable and that the telling should be sooner rather than later.

5. Contact with Jean. -

Jean Fleming explained that she had known both girls for approximately 2 years and had
had experiences of looking after them on her own as well as with Brian. She described
the relationship as good, although she had experienced some difficulty in handling Kelly
at points in time. Her family also had contact with both girls and viewed them, for the
most pari, as part of the extended family.

A discussion ensued around the question of how the girls referred to and had been introduced
to Jean and about the anxities which she and Brian harboured about how the relationship would
develop if they were to assume full responsibility. It was generally acknowledged that there
were a number of important issues here to consider.

6. "Legal Status.

The legal circumstances of the case were fully discussed. Nicola and Kelly were not made
sub ject of a custody arrangement at the recently finalised divorce hearing and are
therefore "in limbo" except for the existing Children's Hearing requirement to reside
with the grandparents. It was agreed that the Social Work Department should satisfy
itself as to the implications of this, if any. Brian indicated-that he would consider
meking application for custody to the Court of Session whenever he was in a position to
resume care. = -

T. Future Plans.

Brian and Jean expressed the view that they would like to assume full time parenting of the
children "towards the end of the year". They were uncertain and anxious about the related
guestions of explaining to the children what has happened in the past but agreed to discuss
this with Shelagh McDiarmid. The point was made by Mel Cadman that an earlier date for
assufning care would be preferable and that, to this end, a progréssive, phased programme

or increased and more substantial contact should commence at an early stage. This was
generally accepted as reasonable. Jean also agreed to co—operate with the procedural
requirement to make certain checks on her suitability due to the childrens' current status.
Mel Cadman also explained the Department's philosophy of permanence, outlining the uneed

to provide a permanent home for the children, either with parents or with carers on a
sounder footing than that provided by fostering. He intimated that "custody™ (under the
terms of the Children's Act 1975) would be the next preferred option, should rehabilitation

prove to be unsuccessful.



(6) DECISIONS OF THIS REVIEW

PERSON

DECISIONS TAKEN ACTION NEEDED RESPONSIBLE TIME_SCALE
1. Placement of children with Mp
& Mre Alexander +o continue meantife.
21T?Phased$_progressively, increaspd Urgent discussion Shelagh McDiarmig A.S.A.P,
contact between children and parents  amongst SWD, Brian
to occur quickly, : '§e= - & Jean and Mr & Nrs
3. Exploration of issues surrounding Alexander. Everybody involved A.S.4.P,

RIC ang adoption to read to agreed
timetable for telling.

in placement

(7) UNRESOLVED DISAGREEMENTS

DISAGREEMENTS

PLANS FOR RESOLUTION (If any)

(8) REFERRAL TO OTHER AGENCIES/DEPARTMENTAL SECTIONS
AGENCY /DEPARTMENTAL SECTION AGENCY CONTACT REFERRER & METHOD
(8) PARENTAL ACCESS

P.A.T. ’COMPLETED

|

Access Frequency:

NOT COMPLETED

Sec. 29 Help Provid

Overnight weekends and

increasing.

ed: N/A




(10) LEGAL STATUS

G

DECISION

Please ”\// B

DETAILS/PERSON TO INSTIGATE

STATUS QUO

"

APPLY SEC. 16

| . REFER CHILDRENS' HEARING

SEEK REVIEW OF SUP. REQ.

ADOPTION

FREE FOR ADOPTION

RESCIND/WITHDRAW SEC. 16

"HOME ON TRIAL" SEC. 16

"HOME ON TRIAL" SEC. 44(1)

DISCHARGE FROM CARE

L OBJECTION/APPEAL LODGED

(11) PLACEMENT OBJECTIVE(S)

REHABILITATION TO NATURAL FAMILY

PERMANENT SUBSTITURE FAMTLY

ASSESSMENT

PREPARATION FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING

RESPITE

LONG-TERM RES. CARE

TEMP. CONTRACT FOSTER CARE

TEMP. CONTRACT RES. CARE

'SECURE' ACCOMMODATION

'L_CONTROL/TREATMENT RES. CARE

OTHER (Please specify below)

"~
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G
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1
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)
[oy]
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Q
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m
3
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=
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Lt

WHO

FREQUENCY OF

CONTACT

PURPOSE/NATURE

To be determin

ed.

Possible involvement in helping
family members explain past.

Shelagh McDiarmid




13)

1)

2)

120 NATUZAL PARENTS

FREQUENCY OF CONTACT

NATURE/PURPOSE WHO

Fortnightly

and to monitor increased contact and
to work out means of "telling" childreh.

To explore issues around rehabilitatioh Shelagh McDiarn

_TO FOSTER PARENTS

e ™

—

FREQUENCY OF CONTACT

NATURE/PURPOSE WHO

-Fortnightly

To explore and define issues around
rehabilitation and "telling',

Shelagh McDiarmid

OTHERS - Please specify

FREQUENCY OF CONTACT NATURE /PURPOSE WHO
RESOURCE REQUIREMENTS
Please PERSON
WHAT Tick DETAILS (Inc. time scale) RESPONSIBLE

SECTION 12

SECTION 15

SECTION 24

SECTION 26

ADOPTION ALLOWANCE

id

ENHANCED ALLOWANCE

. OTHER (Please specify
below)

GAPS IN RESOURCES — Please

specify below

NEXT REVIEW
DATE:  June 1986

o

TIME: VENUE :

Signed: ‘//L\ N ’G‘Ms

Chairperson of Review -
Designation: Senior Social Worker
Date: 6/3/86
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_ "Memorandum ' #_ Strathclyde

a A & Regional
Iﬁor? Mel .
| Council
Tel Ext
Te  Shelagh Our ref MNC/IR

— - Your ref

——— - Date 12th February 1986

Subject CHILD CARE REVIEW

CHILD: D.O.B.: ADDRESS:
Nicola & Kelly Alexander 1/12 79 c/o Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way,
9/1/81 Paisley.

Please note that the above-named child's case will be reviewed on:-
Pleacse use the new review form.

Date: Tuesday 25 ‘th February 1986.

Time: 6.00 pm

Venue: 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.

Senior Social Worker. -

Enc. Invitation List.




CHILD CARE REVIEW

People invited to attend:-

NAME AGENCY : DESIGNATION : ADDRESS
Nel Cadman . Seniqg Social Worker, Craigielea House, Paisley
) :
Shelagh McDiarmid “Sociai Worker, Craigielea House, Paisley.
Mr & Mrs Alexander Grandparents, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.
Brian Alexander ) Father, 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley.

Jean Fleming )




.~ Memor~mdum ’#_ Strathclyde

- /A € Regional
Council
Tel Ext
Shelagh Our ref
Your ref

Date  -11th August 1986

Subject CHILD CARE REVIEW
CHILD: D.0O.B.: ADDRESS =
Kelly & Nicola Alexander 9.7.81 & 1.12.79 . 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.

Please note that the above named child's case will be reviewed on:-

Date: Thursday 14th August 1986
Time: 7.00 pm

Venue: 171 Merksworth Way

Senior Social Worker.

Enc. Invitation List.




People invited to attend:—

CHILD CARE REVIEW

NAME

DESIGNATION : AGENCY : ADDRESS

Mr & Mrs Alexander

Mr & Mrs Brian Alexander
Mary Fegan

Mel Cadman

Shelagh McDiarmid

11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.
39 Mossvale Street.

Divisional Adviser, Child Care, Cotton S
Senior Social Worker, Craigielea House.

Social Worker, Craigielea House.

treet.
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REVIEW PROCEDURE

Minu;es__of Review Meeting FORM

Date of Review: 26.8.86 _

Addrggs of Placement: /o Alexander 11 Merksworth Way Paisley
Name Vo‘f— Chlld Nii;)ola Alexaz;dem: _  R B _ . 3 _r"-,;;;F.jeld Case Papé: NQ‘_:-_',
Date of Admiss‘ion:

Date o'f'-Birth: I x -12979

Areas of concern as indicated in foster=parents review form:

1 Need 1o establish rather more security over placement.

Areas of concemn as indicated in Social Worker's review form:

As above.
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Summary of Discussion:
The following were the main areas covered in discussion.

GENERAL PROGRESS IN CARE Mr and Mrs Alexander said that Nicola had continued to progress

as satisfactorily as before. Apart from a short episode of illness caused by inflammation
of the adencids, her health was quite normal. Her education has proved to be a continuingiy
successful aspect of her life and her behaviour at home was perfectly normal. There had
been no particular issues in relation to her continuing access with her father and step=

mother, which access had contimued at a similar frequency and duration as before.

Brian Alexander reported that there had been no changes or problems in his continuing access
to Nicola,.

CIRCUMSTANCES IN NATURAL FAMILY

Since the last review, Brian indicated that there had been no change in the access arrange-
ments between himself and his parents, such that he visited the children at weekends only.
When asked why he had not increased those visits, as he had appeared to agree at the last
review, Brian Alexander said that he and the children's step-mother had concluded that it
would not be in the best interests of the children if they were to return to their care.
Brian Alexander said that he had decided this because he knew of the importance which the
children attached to the relationship with their grand-parents and that this relationship
was a more important one to them now than that with him or his new wife. In response to the
cuestion asked by the Chair, whether they had made this decision also because of tvheir own
desire not to resume (or assume newly) parenting responsibilities for t+he children, Brian
Alexander admitted that this was so. (Contd)

Continued overleaf P




REVIEW PROCEDURE

-Minutes of Review Meeting continued

Decisions taken (specifying action to be taken and by whom):

41 Nicola and Kelly to remain with their paternal grand-parents on a fosfe;ing.basis,
sub ject to the decision that they meke application foxr custody as. seon as approval has been.i
given in principle by the Social Work Department, ; : '

5 Shelagh MoDiarmid o make comtact with the children's mother to formally request her consent
4o the principle of.custody.

3 Shelagh McDiarmid to prepare a report in the prescribed manner for the Adoption/?ostering
Panel, to seek their approval for supporting custody and paying an appropriate allowance.

Continued on separate sheet e

Date of next review:

February 1987 (if appropriate)

Names and Designations of review panel:

Brian Alexander Pather

Mr Alexander Foster=parent

Mrs Alexander Foster=parent
Shelagh McDiarmid Social Worker

Mel Cadman Senior Social Worker

P

-,

/2 Strathclyde

: % Regional
Council




MINUTES OF REVIEW MEETING Sontinued

Nicola alexander DOR 1.12.79

CIRCUMSTANCES IN NATURAL FAMILY Continued

He had some difficulty in answering the question whether this decision had
been made primarily by Jean (his wife) and whether he would have decided this,
had she not been involved in the situation. Ultimately, however, he indicated
+hat he would have made this decision regardless of her involvement. Brian
indicated that he wished to continue . the present level of aceess to the
children and his parents indicated that they were quite happy with this
arrangement o

FUTURE PLANS

Mel Cadman summarised the main issues arising from the earlier discussion as
being:

T) Brian Alexander and his new wife have not increased their contact
with the 2 girls;

2) Brian Alexander and his new wife have decided that they do not wish
to resume the care of the children because they do not think it is
in their best interests so to doj

3) They believe that itisin their own best interests not to resume
responsibility of parenthood at this stage in their married lifej

4) Mr and Mrs Alexander, current foster parents, said that they
believed that it was in the best interests of the children that
they should remain in their care, if they were not to return to
their father;

5) Both Nicola and Kelly appeared to be happy with the status quo.

Mel Cadman asked whether there were any contradictory views to his which was
that the children should remain living with their paternal grand-parents, given
the failure of rehabilitation, but that steps should be taken quickly to secure
further their security in this placement. All present at the review accepted
this viewpoint as their own.

He proposed, therefore, that the new option of custody, within the terms and
conditions laid out in the Children's Act 1975 would be the best means available
of meeting the needs as identified above. He clarified to everybody what the
legal implications were and also spelt out in detail what criteria would be used
in the Social Work Department for identifying suitable candidates, and for pro=—
cessing this principled decision into effective legal action.

The question of explaining to the children what was involved in the process of
their grand—parent's seeking custody = Was agreed to be one linked inextricably
to that of explaining the circumstances of their being looked after by their grand=—
parents. It was also agreed that the question of Nicola's adoption was one which
required some explicit explanation.

Mr and Mrs Alexander appeared to understand that it would be necessary to explain
to the children in detail the circumstances which had led to their presently
living with them.

Continued see




MiNUTES OF REVIEW MEETIRG Continued

Nicola Alexander DOB 1.12.79

FTUTURE PLANS Continued

Mrs Alexander, in particular, thought that the proposal that this should be

done in a written form would be an effective means of achieving this.

Brian Alexander, on the other hand, was distinctly uneasy at the question of
anybody other than himself telling the children about their background and,
indeed, made it clear that it was his duty to do so. He appeared to be

ambivalent about whether it was his decision, alone, whether he should tell the
children these facts but had it clarified by Mel Cadman that the Social Work
Department would have to do this job if he were not able to do so, Whilst the
offer of help was made to Brian Alexander, based on the premise that he would find
it hard to tell the children about the facts of their reception into care, he made
it abundantly clear that he did not wish our assistance in doing so at all.

It was agreed, therefore, that the offer of assistance would remain open 10 him
from Shelagh McDiarmid and that it might be better for him to rehearse the matter
with her and perhaps his parents. It was also proposed and agreed that a time=—
scale of the end of September should be the agreed final point at which

Brian Alexander should begin the process of explanation.

Mel Cadman made it clear that the process of telling them would be one which:
everybody might find difficult and which would clearly have implications for the
children's attitude towards their grand—parents and their father. He reminded
everybody present of the need to work in close collaboration to ensure that
questions and anxieties were properly and appropriately addressed by the children's
carerss. -

Tt was also agreed that Shelagh McDiarmid would have to make contact with the
children's mother at her last known address, as she would be required to give her
formal consent to custody, although it was clear that grounds for dispensing with
this consent would exist, should there be any problem in so doinge

DECISIONS TAKEN Continued

4 Brian Alexander to begin the process of explaining to both children the
circumstances of their being received into care and subsequently remaining
with their grandparents.

5 Brian Alexander to explain to Nicola the circumstances of her adoption,

6 Shelagh McDiarmid to offer practical support to Brian Alexander with the
process of explaining these matters to his children.

7 All the above tasks should be completed by the middle of October, to ensure
that the application for custody can be processed as quickly as possible.




ALFXANDER - CUSTODY REPORT 1.

PART 1 THE CHILDREN

1. NICOLA ALEXANDER 1.12.79
11 MERKSWORTH WAY,
PATSLEY.

KELLIE ALEXANDER 9.7.81
11 MERKSWORTH WAY,
PATSIEY,

Nicola is the illegitimate child of Sandra Rae/Alexander subsequently
adopted by Sandra and Brian Alexander following their marriage. Kellie is
the legitimate child of Sandra and Brian Alexander,

The family are protestant.

2, NICOLA

Nicola is an attractive, rather shy 7 year old. She relates well to both
peers and adults and presents no ‘behavioural problems, Her school reports
are good and despite having a rather serious nature, enjoys normal play.
She plays well with her younger sister Kellie and there is no untoward
friction between them. Nicola wears glasses as a result of a squint and
other than surgery to remove her tonsils and adenoids earlier this year,
she enjoys good health.

Both children recognise that Mr. and Mrs, Alexander are their grandparents
and that Brian Alexander is their natural father.

%3, Both children are subject to a Supervision requirement under Section 44 1(&)
of the Social Work Scotland Act 1968 with a condition of residence with their
grandparents Mr. and Mrs. Adam Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley,

4., The children's natural father, Brian “Alexander has regular access to both
children and has them for overnight stays each weekend. Sandra Alexander,
the natural mother, now divorced from her husband moved to the South of
England some 3 years ago and she has made no contact with the children since
that time, Nicola and Xellie see their matsrnal grandfather each Sunday and
have a good relationship with him, There are no court orders in force
relating to custody or access and the identity of Nicola's natural father is
unknown.

5, Nicola and Kellie have been in the care of the Local Aythority since 18.4.83.
placed with their paternal grandparents. The standards of care during this
period have been of the highest standsrd both materially and emotionally,
Both children have very close bonds with their grandparents but recognise
that Brian Alexander is their natural father. The applicants for custody,
Mr. and Mrs, Adam Alexander, therefore have had the care of both children
for a period of 3L years, |

6, Brian and Sandra Alexander were married in 1980 when they were aged 18 and
19, The marital relationship appeers to have been fraught with financial
and emotional difficulties, the couple being described at that time as
“immature" and basically inadequate as marital partners and parents.

7
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9.

.In September 1982 Niccla was admitted to hospital following an assault by

her father. Brian Alexander was remanded in custody and Nicola was returned
to the care of her mother. Both children were at this stage placed on the
Child Abuse register. On 17.1.83 Brian Alexander appeared in court and was
sentenced to three months imprisonment on the charge of assault against
Nicola., In February 1983 Sandra Alexander left Nicola and Kellie with their
paternal grandparents and went to live in the South of England saying that
she wanted no more to do with them, On 17.3.83 Brian Alexander was released
from prison and the children were made subject to a Home Supervision
Requirement with a condition of residence with Mr. and Mrs, Adam Alexander
where they have remained to this date. Mr. and Mrs, Alexander were approved
by the Local Authority as related foster parents,

The family have now been known to myself for a period of a year and during
this +time extensive discussions have taken place on the subject of custody.
Although Nicola and Kellie are young they do appear to have some understanding
of the basic concept of custody, particularly Nicola. She understands and is
happy to stay with her grandparents at least until she is a "big girl”, She
would want to have regular access to her natural father and states that she
might go and stay with him when she is older. Kellie although even more
1imited in her understending than Nicola, understands that custody would
introduce a stronger element of permanence and the very close bond between
her and her grandmother makes this appealing to her, She quite strongly
states that she would not want to go and stay with her father,

Brian Alexander, the natural and adoptive father, remarried in March 1986
to Jean Alexander. The children have a good relationship with their step-—
mother but despite initial plans for rehabilitation, it became quite clear
at an early stage that Brian and Jean lacked the commitment to this plan
and stated that they did not wish to have the children return to them,

There is no doubt that the granting of a custody order would safeguard and
promote the welfare of both children. Custody would provide permanence and
security whilst still enabling the children to maintain their identity with
their natural father and regular access to him and other members of the
extended family.

PART 11 THE NATURAL PARENTS

1,

BRTAN ALS{ANDER D.0.B.
39 Mossvale Street,
Paisley.

SANDRA ALEXANDER D.0,B.
Address Unknown,

Brian and Sandra Alexander were married in 1980 and divorced in 1984,

To my knowledge Sandra Alexander has not remarried but Brian Alexander married
Jean in March 1986, There is no contact whatsoever between Brian
Alexander and his ex—wife. As stated previously Nicola is the illegitimate
child of Sandra Alexander subsequently adopted by Brian and Sandra Alexander.
Kellie is the legitimate child of the marriage.

BRIAN ALEXANDER

During the year I have known Brian 2lexander extensive discussion has tzken
place over the future plans for Nicola and Kellie, Bvery opportunity has been
afferded him to extend his access to the children towards eventual
rehabilitation. Initially he did stzte that he wanted his children back with
him but wade no positive stevs to this end. At a Child Care Heview held in
August of this year he clearly stated that both he and his wife Jean had made
the decision that the children would be hetter siaying with their grandparents.
/
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The reasons for this are twofold. TFirstly, neither he nor Jean are prepared

. %o make a full time committment to the children and secondly they feel that
the children have been so long with their grandparents that to move them at
this stage would be overly disruptive. In addition they acknowledge that
Kellie in particular is very close to her grandmother and would not easily
countenance a move back to her father, Brian Alexander fully understands the
implications of a custody oxder being made and feels that this would best
safeguard the interests of the children. He would however wish to have regular
access to them,

SANDRA ALEXANDER

T have been unable to contact Sandra Alexander, letters sent recorded delivery
to her last known address have been returned, The last contact with her was
through the Probation Service in February 1985 when she stated that she wished
the children to be adopted by Mr and Mrs Adam Alexander.

PART 111 THE APPLICANTS
1, ADAM ALEXANDER D.0.,B., 3.1.29.
11 Merksworth Way,
Paisley. Paternal Grandfather,
BYELYN ATLEXANDER D.0,Bs 23.1,28,
11 Merksworth Way, .
Paisley, Paternal Grandmother,

2, Mr and Mrs.Alexander have been married for 34 vears and have a particularly
stable relationship. They have 4 children all of whom are now married and
outwith the family home although all frequent the house regularly and maintain
close contact,

3, Home is a local authority terraced house in Gockston, Paisley which is
furnished and maintained to a high standard. There do not appear to be any
financial problems. Mr, Alexander is employed in a general capacity by
Strathclyde Regional Council in Cotton Street, Paisley. Mrs, Alexander remains
at home to care for the children,

4. At present a fostering allowance is paid to Mr and Mrs Alexander in respect
of both children. I would recommend that, should a custody order be granted,
the local authority make payments under Section 50 of The Children's 1975 het.

5, During the period of three years of caring full time for Nicola and Kellie,
Mr and Mrs Alexander have offered 2 high standard of physical and emotional
care. They have fully understood the difficulties with the situation and
have made every effort possible to sustzin access to Brian Alexander (natural
father). They are clearly very emotionally attached to both children and
have in effect assumed full parental responsibilities, Materially the
children are well provided for and there is no doubt that they enjoy the
warmth and security of the relationship. Mr and Mrs.Alexander are fully
aware of the difficulties which may be encountered as the children grow
older i.e. coming to terms with their past and understanding the reasons for
living with their grandparents and have cooperated fully with this department
and Brian Alexander in "telling'" the children their life history,

6., There is no doubt that Mr and Mrs Alexander are entirely suitable to continue
to bring up Nicola and Kellie throughout their childhood. However the fact
of their age 58 and 59 respectively must vose questions as to tneir ability
to cope with the children when they become older.

jlozas
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Fortunately both applicants enjoy good health, There were no problems found
when they received a medical examination on 19,11,86, WNeither smoke or
drink to excess, It is my opinion that their age does not constitute a
major drawback regarding their ability to continue to care for the children
and would not render them unsuitable to have custody,

7. Mr and Mrs Alexander actively encourage access to the natural father and
also to the maternal grandfather who has weekly access to the children.
They see this as an important part of the children's 1ife and would make
every effort to ensure that this continues,

8. There are no previous convictions recorded by criminal records for either
applicant,

PART 1V GENERAL ISSUES

1., The maternal grandfather, Robert Rae has been interviewed with regard to the
application for custody. He is fully in favour of the application and feels
that Mr and Mrs Alexander are more than capable of meeting the children's
needs throughout their childhood, He also expressed the view that his
daughter, Sandra (mother)would not object to the application, although he
has not seen her for some time,

2, Should a custody order be granted the local authority would propose to
recommend to the Children's Panel that the Supervision Requirement under
Section 44 (1)(a) of the Social Work Scotland Act 1968 should be terminated.

PART V CONCLUSION

I, There is no doubt that the applicants will continue to offer the highest
standard of care to Nicola and Xellie should the court grant a custody order,
Bvery effort has been made to encourage and assist the natural father to
resume care of the children but this has been met by passive resistance from
both him and his new wife, It has not been possible to contact the natural
mother. However her lack of concern has been illustrated by her not maintaining
any contact with the children during the past 3 years. Moreover she has
indicated to both her own father and the children's current carers that she
would be happy to commit them to their permanent care,

2, Although Brian Alexander has clearly stated his intentions regarding the
children, he undoubtedly still harbours a great deal of love for them but
feels that within his new marriage and his personal circumstances he is unable
to care for them on 2 full time basis, He fully understands the implications
of a custody order and given that it is presumed that he will be granted
access, his relationship with the children will remain relatively unchenged.

3o MNicola and Kellie are already fully integrated into the home of Mr and lMrs
Alexander, However the granting of a custody order would ensure long term
security and would give Mr and Mrs Alexender more opportunity to make long
term plans, It would most certainly be in the children's best interests +to
have this security and know that their permanent home is with their grand-
parents. There are no special emotional, behavioural or educational needs
which require to be met and Mr and Mrs.Alexander are more than capable of
coping with any difficulties which could arise as the children grow up.
They are committed to ensuring that the children see their natural father,

his wife and their maternal grandfather on a regular basis,

4, It is therefore my opinion that a2 custody order under the Children's Act 1975
should be granted to Mr and Mrs Alexander. The principle of continuing
access to Brian Alexander (natursl father) and the maternal grandfather should
also be included.

o N
g FAOD o a .
Shelagh McDi%bemid, (Mrs,
Social Worker fﬂ~f“"”ﬂﬂp_ﬁ_
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ALEXANDER - CUSTODY REPORT : 1.

PART 1 THE CHILDREN

1.

N

e

" WICOLA ATLEXZAITDER 1.12,79

11 VERISWORTH WAY,
PATISLEY.

KSLLIE ALZXANDER 947.81
11 MoRKSJORTH WAY,
PAISLEY. :

Nicola is the illegitimate child of Sandra Rae/Alexander subsequently
adopted by Sandra and Brian Alexander following their marriage, Kellie is
the legitimate child of Sandra and Brian Alexander,

The family are protestant.

NICOLA

Nicola is an attractive, rather shy 7 year old. She relates well to both
peers a2nd adults and presents no behavioural problems, Her school reports
are good and despite having a rather serious nature, enjoys normal play,.
She plays well with her younger sister Kellie and there is no untoward
friction between them. Nicola wears glasses as a result of a squint and
other than surgery to remove her tonsils and adenocids earlier this year,
she enjoys good health.

Both children recognise that Mr. and Mrs, Alexander are their grandparents
and that Brian Alexander is their natural father.

Both children are subject to a Supervision requirement under Section 44 1(a)
of the Social Work Scotland Act 1968 with a condition of residence with their
srandparents Mr. and Mrs., fdam fAlexander, 11 Merksworth ‘ay, Paisley,

O H

ne children's natural father, Brian Alexander has regular access to both
hildren and has them for overnight stays each weskend, Szndra flexander,
the natursl mother, now divorced from her husband moved to the South of
Znzland some 3 years ago and she has made no contact with the children sinc
thzt time, Nicolz =2nd Kellie see their maternal grandfather sach Zunizay 2nd

3
have a good relationship with him, There are no court orders in force
relating to custody or access and the identity of Nicola's naturzal father is

mrmnovm.

Nicola and Kellie have been in the care of the Local Authority since 18,4.83.
placed with their paternal grandvarents. The sitandards of care during this
period have been of the highest standard both materially and emotionally,
Both children have very close bonds with their grandparents but recognise
that Brian Alexander is their natural father. The applicants for custody,
Mr. and Mrs, Adam Alexander, therefore have had the care of both children
for a veriod of 3% years,

rian and Sandra flexander were married in 1980 when they were azed 18 and
The marital relationship avpezrs to have been fraught with financizl

2nd emotionzl difficulties, the couple being described at that time as

s

immature" and basically inadequate as marital pariners and parents.
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. In September 1382 Nicola was admitted to hospital following en assault by

Be
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ner father. DBrian Alexander was remanded in custody and Nicola was returned
to the care of her mother., Both children were at this stage placed on the
Child Abuse register. On 17.1.83 Brian Llexander appeared in court and was
sentenced to three months imprisonment on the charge of assault against
Nicola. In February 1983 Sandra Alexander left Nicola and Kellie with their
paternal grandparents and went to live in the South of England saying that
she wanted no more to do with them, On 17,3.83 Brian Alexander was relezsed
from prison and the children were made subject to a Home Supervision
Requirement with a condition of residence with Mr., and Mrs, Adam Alexander
where they have remained to this date. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander were approved
by the Local Authority as related foster parents.

The family have now been known to myself for a period of a year and during
this time extensive discussions have  taken place on the subject of custody.
Although Nicola and Kellie are young they do appear to have some understanding
of the basic concept of custody, particularly Nicola., She undersiands and is
happy %0 stay with her grandparents at least until she is a "big zirl". She
would want to have regular access to her natural father and states that she
might go and stay with him when she is older, Kellie although even more
jimited in her understanding than Nicola, undersiands that cus tody would
introduce & stronger element of permanence and the very close bond between
her and her grandmother makes this appealing to her. She quite strongly
states that she would not want to go and stay with her father,

Brian ilexander, the natural and adoptive father, remarried in March 1986
to Jean Alexander., The children have a good relationship with their step—
mother but despite initial plans for rehabilitation, it became quite clear
2t an early stzge that Brian and Jean lacked the commitment to this plan
and stated that they did not wish to have the children return to them,

There is no doubt that the granting of a custody order would safeguard and
promote the welfare of both children. Custody would provide permanence and
security whilst still enabling the children to maintain their identity with
their natural father and regular access to him and other members of the
extended family,

PaRT 11 mE WATURLL PARSENTS

1.

S - S, .
TRTAN ATOAANDER D.0.B.

%29 Mossvale Street,

= n
Paisgley,

SAWDRA ALEFANDSR i &) O
2ddress Unknown,

Brizn and Sandra Alexander were married in 1980 and divorced in 1985.

To my knowledge Sandra Alexander has not remarried but Brian Alexander married
Jean in March 1986, There is no contact whaisoever between Brian
4tlexander and his ex—wife. As stated previously Nicola is the illegitimate
child of Sandra Alexander subseaquently adopted by Brian and Szndra tlexander,
Kellie is the legitimate child of the marriage.

Tuwing the vezr I have known Brian iflexander extensive discussion has tzken
place over the future nlans for Yicola and #ellie, Ivery opporsunity has peen
afforded him to extend his zccess to the children towards eventual

rohzbilitation. Initially he did stcote that hs wanted his cnildren back with
him but mzde no positive steps to this end. Lt 2 Child Care Review h2ld in
iuzust of this year he clearly siated that both he and his wife Jezn had made
the dacizion that the children would be heiter siaying with taeir randozrents.
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The reasons for this are twofold. Firstly, neither he nor Jean are prepared
to make a full time committment to the children and secondly they feel that
the children have been so long with their grandparents that to move them at
this stage would be overly disruptive. In addition they acknowledge that
Kellie in particular is very close to her grandmother and would not easily
countenance a move back to her father. Brian Alexander fully understands the
implications of a custody order being made and feels that this would best
safeguard the interests of the children. He would however wish to have
regular access to them.

SANDRA ALEXANDER

I have been unable to contact Sandra Alexander, letters sent recorded delivery
to her last known address have been returned. The last contact with her was
through the Probation Service in February 1985 when she stated that she wished
the children to be adopted by Mr. And Mrs. Adam Alexander.

PART 111 THE APPLICANTS
1. ADAM ALEXANDER D.0.B. 3.1.29.
1¥ Merksworth Way,
Paisley. Paternal Grandfather.
EVELYN ALEXANDER D.0O.B. 23.1.28.
11 Merksworth Way,
Paisley. Paternal Grandmother.
2. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander have been married for 34 years and have a particularly

stable relationship. They have 4 children all of whom are now married and
outwith the family home although all frequent the house regularly and maintain
close contact.

Home is a local authority terraced house in Gockston, Paisley which is
furnished and maintained to a high standard. There do not appear to be any
financial problems. Mr. Alexander is employed in a general capacity by
Strathclyde REgional Council in Cotton Street, Paisley. Mrs. Alexander
remains at home to care for the children.

Should a Custody Order be granted the Local Authority will pay a custody
allowance to Mr. and Mrs. Alexander under Section 50 of the Children's Act 1975.

During the period of three years of caring full time for Nicola and Kellie,
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander have offered a high standard of physical and emotional
care. They have fully understood the difficulties with the situation and have
made every effort possible to sustain access to Brian Alexander (natural
father). They are clearly very emotionally attached to both children and
have in effect assumed full parental responsibilities.. Materially the
children are well provided for and there is no doubt that they enjoy the
warmth and security of the relationship. Mr. and Mrs. Alexander are fully
aware of the difficulties which may be encountered as the children grow

older i.e. coming to terms with their past and understanding the reasons for
living with their grandparents and have co-operated fully with this department
and Brian Alexander in "telling" the children their life history.

There is no doubt that Mr. and Mrs. Alexander and entirely suitable to continue
to bring up Nicola and Kellie throughout their childhood. However the fact

of their age 58 and 59 respectively must pose questions as to their ability

to cope with the children when they become older.

ceed/
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Fortunately both azpplicants enjoy good health., There were no problems found
when they received a medical examination on 19.11.86,., Neither smoke or
drink to excess. It is my opinion that their age does not constituze a
major drawback regarding their ability to continue to care for the children

and would not render them unsuitable to have custody.

7. Mr and Mrs Alexander actively encourage access to the natural father and
also to the maternal grandfather who has weekly access to the children,
They see this as an important part of the children's life and would make
every effort to ensure that this continues,

8. There are no previous convictions recorded by criminal records for either
applicant,

PART 1V GENERAL ISSUES

1. The maternal grandfather, Robert Rae has been interviewed with regard to the
application for custody., He is fully in favour of the apvlication and feels
that Mr and Mrs Alexander are more than capable of meeting the children's
needs throushout their childhood., He 2lso expressed the view that his
daughter, Sandra (mother)would not object to the application, althoush he
has not seen her for some time,

2, ©Should z custody order be granted the local authority would propsose to
recommend to the Children's Panel that the Supervision Requirement under
Section 44 (1)(a) of the Social Work Scotland Act 1968 should be terminated.

PART V CONCLUSION
i

« There is no doubt that the applicants will continue to offer the highest
standard of care to Nicola and Kellie should the court grant a custody order,
Bvery effort has been made to encourage and assist the natural father to
rasume care of the children but this has been met by passive resistance from
both him and his new wife, It has not been possible to contact the natural
mother, However her lack of concern has been illustrated by her not mzintaining
any contact with the children during the past 3 years., Moreover she has
indicated to both her own father and the children's current carers +that she
would be happy to commit them to their permanent care,

Although Brian Alexander has clearly stated his intentions regarding the
children, he undoubtedly still harbours a great deal of love for them but
feels +that within his new marriage and his personal circumstances he is unzble
to care for them on a full time basis, He fully understands the implications
of a custody order and given that it is presumed that he will be granted
access, his relationship with the children will remain relatively unchenged,

R

Z. Yicolz and ¥ellie are already fully intezrated into the home of Iir and lirs
ilexander, However the graniting of a custody order would ensure long term
security and would give lir and lirs Alsxander more opportunity to make long

i
term plans, It would most certainly be in the children's best interests <o
have this security and know that their permanent home is with their grand-
parsnts, There are no special emotional, behavioural or educational nezds
which require to be met and lMr and Mrs.Alexander are more than capzble of
coping with any difficulties which could arise as the children grow up.
They are committed to ensuring that the children see their natural father,
his wife and their maternal grandfather on a regular basis,

4, It is therefore. my opinion that a custody order under the Children's Act 1975
should be zranted to Mr and ¥rs Llexander., The principle of continuing
access to Brian flexander (natural father) and the maternal grandfather should
also be included.
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PART 1 THE CHILDREN

NICOLA ALEXANDER 1,12,79
11 MERKSWORTH WAY,
PATISLEY,

Nicola is the illegitimate child of Sandra Rae/Alexander subsequently
adopted by Sandra and Brian Alexander following their marriage. Xellie
is the legitimate child of Sandra and Brian Alexander,

The family are protestant.

NICOLA

Nicola is an attractive, rather shy 7 year old. She relates well to both
peers and adults and presents no behavioural problems. Her school reports
are good and despite having a rather serious nature, enjoys normal play.
She plays well with her younger sister Kellie and there is no untoward
friction between them. Nicola wears glasses as a result of a squint and
other than surgery to remove her tonsils and adenoids earlier this year,
she enjoys good health,

Both children recognise that Mr. and Mrs, Alexander are their grandparents
and that Brian Alexander is their father.

Both children are subject to a Supervision requirement under Section 44 l(a)
of the Social Work Scotland Act 1968 with a condition of residence with their
grandparents Mr. and Mrs, Adam Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.

The children's father, Brian Alexander has regular access to both children
and has them for overnizht stays each weekend. Sandra Alexander, the natural
mother, now divorced from her husband moved to the South of England some

%3 years ago and she has made no contact with the children since that time,
Nicola and Kellie see their maternal grandfather each Sunday and have a

good relationship with him., There are no court orders in force relating

to custody or access and the identity of Nicola's natural father in unknown.

Nicola and Kellie have been in the care of the Local Authority since 18,.4.83.
placed with their paternal grandparents., The standards of care during this
period have been of the highest standard both materially and emotionally.
Both children have very close bonds with their grandparents but recognise
that Brian Alexander is their father. . The applicants for custody,
Mr, and Mrs, Adam Alexander, therefore have had the care of both children
for a period of 35 vears.

Brian and Sandra Alexander were married in 1980 when they were aged 18 and
19. The marital relationship appears to have been fraught with financial
and emotional difficulties, the couple being described at that time as
"immature” and basically inadequate as marital partners and parents.

In September 1982 Nicola was admitted to hospital following an assault by
her father, Brian Alexander was remanded in custody and Nicola was returned
to the care of her mother. Both children were at this stage placed on the
Child Abuse register. On 17.1.83 Brian Alexander appeared in court and was
sentenced to three months imprisonment on the charge of assault against
Nicola. In February 1983 Sandra Alexander left Nicola and Kellie with

their paternal grandparents and went to live in the South of England saying
that she wanted no more to do with them. On 17.3.83 Brian Alexander was
released from prison and the children were made subject to a Home Supervision
Requirement with a condition of residence with Mr, and Mrs. Adam Alexander
where they have remained to this date, Mr. and Mrs. Alexander were approved
by the Local Authority as related foster parents.

weBul/
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7.

9.

The family have now been known to myself for a period of a year and during
this time extensive discussions have taken place on the subject of custody.
Although Nicola and Kellie are young they do appear to have some understanding
of the basic concept of custody, particularly Nicola. She understands and is
happy to stay with her grandparents at least until she is a "pbig girl". She
would want to have regular access to her adoptive father and states that she
might go and stay with him when she is older. Kellie although even more
limited in her understanding than Nicola understands that custody would
introduce a stronger element of permanence and the very close bond between
her and her grandmother makes this appealing to her. She quite strongly
states that she would not want to go and stay with her father,

Brian Alexander, the natural father of Kellie and adoptive father of Nicola,
remarried in March 1986 to Jean Alexander., The children have a good
relationship with their step-mother but despite initial plans for rehabilitation,
it became quite clear at an early stage that Brian and Jean lacked the
commitment to this plan and stated that they did not wish to have the children
return to them,

There is no doubt that the granting of a custody order would safeguard and
promote the welfare of both children. Custody would provide permanence

and security whilst still enabling the children to maintain their identity
with their father and regular access to him and other members of the extended
family.

PART 11 = THE NATURAL PARENTS

1.,

BRTAN ALEXANDER D.0.B. 4.3.61.
39 Mossvale Street,

Paisley.

SANDRA ALEXANDER D.0.B., Unknown

Address Unknown.

Brian and Sandra Alexander were married in 1980 and divorced in 1986. To
my knowledge Sandra Alexander has not remarried but Brian Alexander
married Jean Gray in March 1986, There is no contact whatsoever between
Brian Alexander and his ex—wife, As stated previously Nicola is the
illegitimate child of Sandra Alexander subsequently adopted by Brian and
Sandra Alexander on 19.3.82 in Paisley. Kellie is the legitimate child of
the marriage.

BRIAN ALBXANDER

During the year I have known Brian Alexander, extensive discussion has taken
place over the future plans for Nicola and Kellie. Every opportunity has been
afforded him to extend his access to the children towards eventual rehabilitation.
Tnitially he did state that he wanted his children back with him but made no
positive steps to this end. At a Child Care Review held in August of last

yvear he clearly stated that both he and his wife Jean had made the decision

that the children would be better staying with their grandparents.

The reasons for this are twofold. Firstly neither he nor Jean are prepared

to make a full time commitment to the children and secondly they feel that

the children have been so long with their grandparents that to move them at
this stage would be overly disruptive. In addition they acknowledge that
Kellie in particular is very close to her gfmother, Brian Alexander fully
understands the implications of a custody order being made and feels that

this would best safeguard the interests of the children, He would however
wish to have regular access to them., Although Brian Alexander makes no regular
maintenance contributions, he does buy clothes for both girls at frequent
intervals, He is employed as a painter,

2.7
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4.

5.

SANDRA ALEXANDER

I have been unable to contact Sandra Alexander, letters sent recorded
delivery to her last known address have been returned., The last contact
with her was through the Probation Service in February 1985 when she
stated that she wished the children to be adopted by Mr., and Mrs, Adam
Alexander,

PART 111 THE APPLICANTS
1. ADAM ALEXANDER D.,0.B. 3.1.29.
11 Merksworth Way,
Paisley, Paternal Grandfather.

EVELYN ALEXANDER D,0,B, 23,1.28,
11 Merksworth VWay,
Paisley. Paternal Grandmother,

Mr and Mrs. Alexander have been married for 34 years and have a particularly
stable relationship. They have 4 children all of whom are now married and

‘outwith the family home although all frequent the house regularly and maintain

close contact.

Home is a local authority terraced house in Gockston, Paisley which is
furnished and maintained to a high standard. There do not appear to be
any financial problems. Mr., Alexander is employed in a general capacity
by Strathclyde Regional Council in Cotton Street, Paisley. DMrs. Alexander
remains at home to care for the children.

At present a fostering allowance is paid to Mr and Mrs. Alexander in respect
of both children, I would recommend that, should a custody order be granted
the local authority make payments under Section 50 of the Children's 1975
Act,

During the period of three years of caring full time for Nicola and Kellie,
Mr and Mrs, Alexander have offered a high standard of physical and emotional
care, They have fully understood the difficulties with the situation and
have made every effort possible to sustain access to Brian Alexander (father).
They are clearly very emotionally attached to both children and have in
effect assumed full parental responsibilities., Materially the children are
well provided for and there is no doubt that they enjoy the warmth and
security of the relaticnship, Mr., & Mrs, Alexander are fully aware of ths
difficulties which may be encountered as the children grow older i.e. coming
to terms with their past and understanding the reasons for living with their
grandparents, and have cooperated fully with this department and Brian
Alexander in '"telling' the children their life history.

There is no doubt that Mr and Mrs. Alexander are entirely suitable to continue
to bring up Nicola and Kellie throughout their childhood. However the fact
of their age 58 and 59 respectively must pose questions as to their ability
to cope with the children when they become older,

Fortunately both applicants enjoy good health. There were no problems found
when they received a medical examination on 19,11.86, Neither smoke or
drink to excess., It is my opinion that their age does not constitute a
major drawback regarding their ability to continue to care for the children
and would not render them unsuitable to have custody.

—
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7.
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Mr. and Mrs. Alexander actively encourage &ccess to the children's father
and also to the maternal grandfather who has weekly access to the children.
They see this as an important part of the children's life and would make
every effort to ensure that this continues,

There are no previous convictions recorded by criminal records for either
applicant.

PART 1V GENERAL ISSUES

1.

The maternal grandfather, Robert Rae has been interviewed with regard to
the application for custody. He is fully in favour of the application and
feels that Mr and Mrs. Alexander are more than capable of meeting the
children's needs throughout their childhood. He also expressed the view
that his daughter, Sandra (mother) would not object to the application,
although he has not seen her for some time.

Should a custody order be granted the local authority would propose to
recommend. to the Children's Panel that the Supervision Reguirement under
Section 44 (1)(a) of the Social Work Scotland Act 1968 should be terminated.

PART ¥ CONCLUSION
1. There is no doubt that the applicants will continue to offer the highest

Se

4.

standard of care to Nicola and Kellie should the court grant a custody
order., Every effort has been made to encourage and assist the father to
resume care of the children but this has been met by passive resistance

from both him and his new wife, It has not been possible to contact the
natural mother. However her lack of concern has been illustrated by her
not maintaining any contact with the children during the past 3 years.
Moreover she has indicated to both her own father and the children's current
carers that she would be happy to commit them to their permanent care,

Although Brian Alexander has clearly stated his intentions regarding the
children, he undoubtedly still harbours a great deal of love for them but
feels that within his new marriage and his personal circumstances he is
unable to care for them on a full time basis. He fully understands the
implications of a custody order and given that it is presumed that he will
be granted access, his relationship with the children will remain relatively
unchanged.

Nicola and Kellie are already fully integrated into the home of Mr and Mrs
Alexander. However the granting of a custody order would ensure long term
security and would give Mr and Mrs Alexander more opportunity to make long
term plans. I+ would mest certainly be in the children's best interests

to have this security and know that their permanent home is with their
grandparents. There are no special emotional, behavioural or educational
needs which require to be met and Mr and Mrs Alexander are more than capable
of coping with any difficulties which could arise as the children grow up.
They are committed to ensuring that the children see their father, his wife
and their maternal grandfather on a regular basis,

It is therefore my opinion that a custody order under the Children's Act
1975 should be granted to Mr and Mrs. Alexander. The principle of continuing

access to Brian Alexander (father) and the maternal grandfather should also
be included.

Shelagh McDiarmid (Mrs.) " - — éi:>b\ ' (:9
Sostal Wosker Saetog) Moo — - d:

16th February, 1987.
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1. Factual information

LEXANDER ADAM
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2. Fen picture: ‘thumbnail’ description of family. (Please attach recen 1 photographs of family, if avaiiable
Vr.&hrs Alsvender have 4 grown i live outwilitn The T"‘”rﬂilv em Thay
presently care for their younges tls girls follocwing the breskdown of
his marriage. The father of the hlJ.dren vl,glts daily but is prevented frcm having
iring them to reside with the paternal
1 .

tbe care of 'LL 1 by a supervision order requ
iow

andparents, following an incident of child abus

4. Type of resource: (details on pages 10 to 12)
Sebeprions fazter hometether{delete]

Can they take more than one? Yes/Ms. If yes, how many? 2

wughters Nicola 3 yos.

Suitabie for: (age-range of child, sex, race etc). Specify Qpe(‘l‘ ically

nd Kelly Z yrs.
Speciel featuras, if any (e.g. skills, experience, Tacilities aval.abie, interest or praven capacity in working with natural parents)

M g yra £ ol 3
Thaey are AR of these 2 children ci successiul

raising 4




Family’s Narme P'age two /) FORM F,,

JANFORMATION FROM DOCUMENTS, REPORTS AND REFERENCES
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9.

Marrizge .
&

5.12.52 London

Date/place of marriage ... 20 G G e, Date certificate seen ..............ovviveviisivnnes

Has either had a previous marriage? =¥es/No. |f yes, give details, how terminated and, if children involved, éustody arrange-
ments made. Specify documents seen

Health *** »

Dr.Winton Love Street,Paicsley. .
Name, address and telephone (if known} of family doctor(s)U'3‘gfee’1:Jley

Date of medical examination Date report seen by agency
and any significant comments medical adviser and any
by doctorl!s) significant comments

Male applicant 15.7.83

Female applicant 15.7.83

Children and other members of the household: any significant comments made by the doctor on their heqlth or adjusrrrnent.

2 Wene
Personal references: How many taken Up? ..o How many interviewed? ...

) e No, both very fawoursble.
Any particularly significant comment by a referee ... e

Locat authority inguiries (incl. police checks): as required under Adoprion Agancies Regulations and Boarding Cut Regulaticns

23.6.83

Dates reports received ....7..

L . Not known to police.
ANY significant TACTOI IN TEPOTTS . i i i ieecariscesssessserssssivasars nsssnssarmsrs s roan srmb e sssssssssnsbns sas sesrhs st anss s it antarsarsasnstnasassiaransnss ibamad dasianas

{ egal information: to which court would adopters apply? e R R ey s e S

Are any special difficulties likely To arise at this COUrT? L.l il i i e e e s s

Date epplication presented tO 808NCY 'S COMMUTTRE/PANE] ...oiititi it isiietsia e obie s oo e e s se o eas e e esaaresa s s s oo sh b e ara s sh s

Decision ........... o TG AT e e s FERD AL S B T TN PPl A S e s R e s AR S SRR

gGard necbas!l cong

b ARAFA pisblishes ot T ey By aminatinng af anplicants
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Farhily's Name S _ Page three ' " FORMF

e

INDIVIDUAL PROFILE —~ MALE APPLICANT (see also item 24)

10. Pen picture brief physical description including height, build, colouring and overall impression of temperament
Alexander is a iall athietic looking man in his mid fifiies. He is 6'3" 4all and
weighs approximately 15 stones. He has a fair complexion, with blue gres and dark brown
hair. He impresses as a sociable and pleasant mannsred individual.

11. Family background brief description of his family of origin and his experiences in growing up. Inciude brief details of famlly
members’ training and occupation
His family originates from Edinburgh but he and his 4 siblings were raised mdinly
in Paisley. His only surviving sibling is a sister in Workington who visits about.
once a year. Nr.Alexander feels he had a happy childhood and experience of famlly
life himself and he has tLled to emulate this in raising his own 4 sons.

122 Educstion type of school, further educaticn, formal qualifications (if any) and his attitude to his experience

Mossvale Primary.

13. Occupation present and previous. Degree of satisfaction with work. Future plans and tikelihood of job Cha”éés ij_équiriﬂ'g
. family moves. Attitude to wife’s working or stopping work . te ;
.Machine Operator Presthold Refrigeration, Hillington,1952-79, enjoyed thisljob but had
t0 leave when firm closed.
2.Machine Operator Johnny Walker Renfrew 1980-82, left after having extendnd t1m§6ff due
to problems with son Brian's marriage and his assault of the 2 children.
3.Machine Cperator in Glasgow, temporary job only, February tc April 1983,

Unemployed since 1.4.83,

14, Interests, hobhies, talants including whather shared with other family members, How mush teisure timea does he have!

Lj_t,_. = T me o - 1M e - 4 N P - . ] ' b i}
wlamp collectiing, enjoys listening to records, singaing and country we

15. Personality and philosophy of life/religion. Give your impression of his personality and approach to life. If he |s rellglous
what does this involve for him? Does he expect his wife and children to share his beliefs/practice?

Mr.Alsxander impresses as a relaved and easygoing perscnality. He is very approachabl

with a pleasant manner and gocd sense of humour. However, he does tend to avgld coiflict
and major responsibilities and relies on his wife to take main decisions or to motivate
him into taking action. Copes less well with tension and werry than his wife, had to has
time off work during difficulties with son for sxarple. o o

He has no strong religious beliefs but adheres <o bazically
and moral code.

Christian principles



' p
Family’s Name age four

FORM F~

E;‘\;‘D!V1DUAL PROFILE — FEMALE APPLICANT (see also Item 25)

6. Pen picture brief physical description including height, build, colouring and overall im

Mrs.Alexander is quite tall, 5'5", of mediunm build with fair/aubirn hair and biye eyes,
She was born with a cleft palate ang hair lip ang has an associated hearing problenm,
although these Physical problems are in no way debilitating.

"7.  Family background brief description of her family of origin and her experiences in i
" traini upation :

ﬁgg?i?;;gﬁggiaﬁggézpbrothers and sisters and was borp and raised in London, She had
a happy childhoog despitevthe war, and like her husband hoped 1o Tepeat her own good

exneriences of family life with her oyn family. she met her husbang when they were

both serving in the Armed Forces 4p the early 19505 ang after they Were demobbed

in 1952 they marrigd and moved to Scotland, Mrs.Alexander 5%111 keeps in contact

with her $rothers and sisters by letter and occasional visits,

sy Education typs of school, further education, formal qualificationg (if any) and her attitude to her
1w, e . x . b

Primary and secondary school in London, lert at 14
Mrs.Alexander missed a lot of schooling due to Oper

o~

18, Occupation present and previous. Degree of satisfaction with wo

rk. Future plans and likelihood of job change; requiring -
family moves. Attitude to working or stopping work
v

. - 1
Presser in tailoring firm from 14 - 113 years.

Land Army 6 months, ‘
RAR 18 = 24 years.,

Didn't work after the birth of her first chilg until her Tourth son wag 104 years
2/1an N - . s n N

old and believes someone should bhe g+ home ful1 time whilst children are JFoung,
Has worked as part time cleaner at Ferksworth rop about § yezars,

20. Interests, hobbies, talents including whether shared with other family members. How much leisure tirme doeg she have?

Nitting, watchine 7.7, ountry walks,

bt
Q

21. Personality ahd philosophy of life/religion. Give Your impression of

her Personality and approach to life, If she is religious,
what does this involve for her? Does she expect her husbang and child

ren to share her beliefs/practice?
Mrs,4lexander impresses as g warm,sirong ang fairly extrovert Personality, ghe has
and believes ip teaching the
children by her ouwn example. Like herp husbang ghe has no strong religious vieys
but believes in Christian Principles ang Way of life,
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Family's Name L Page five FORM F

22.

MARITAL HISTORY AND PRESENT RELATIONSHIP — BOTH APPLICANTS
{and/or adjustment to fiving singly or as a one-parent family, where applicable}

Include brief details of courtship and marriage. What indications do you see that the present marriage is stable and satisfying
to both partners? What are the possible areas of strain? How have they coped with problems? How much communication
between them? How do they deal with disagreements/anger? Evidence of mutual support and understanding? How do they
show feelings/tenderness? Which is the dominant partner? How do they distribute roles in the marriage?
¥r & Mrs Alexander met in London when they were both serving in the srmed forces in
the early 1950's. They were demobbed in 1952 and then married ard moved ur to Paisley.
Both Mr & Mrs Alexander feel they have a happy marriage and they have khad no major
difficulties in their own relationship. They present as a very relaxed and caring CcU]
who are very compatable and able to discuss and compromise when it is necessary ioc
make decisions, Even though their relationship is outwardly egualitarian lMrs Alexande:
admits to being the more dominant personality although this suits both partners and
they show a good* deal of mutuzl respeci for each others views and share all household
roles and major decisions. Both Mr & Mrs Alexander state that arguments are rare and
when they do have them they do not last long and are soon forgotten.

The mein areas of sirain appear 1to be financial at present due to Mr Alexander being o
of work and they are siruggiing vo mexe ends meel no that they have the compulsory c=
of their 2 granddaughiers, Vhen under pressure Mrs Alexander tends to be the more

positive pariner whereas Mr 4 appears to cope less well and is less assertive, alihoug

he offers his whole hearted support tc his wife,

23.

CHILDLESSNESS/INABILITY TO HAVE MORE CHILDREN — BOTH APPLICANTS

Are the reasons for this kmown? If s0, piease give them. Give brief, but specific details of when they first fearned of this, how
they have coped with the problem and the degree to which they have come to terms with it at present. Are they aware that
they may never come tc terms with it fully and that their feelings about it will probably be revived at various times in their
lives e.g. when discussing an agopted child’s origins?

Kot appiieca®
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!

24. PARENTING CAPACITY —MALE APPLICANT (whether he already has chiidren or not)
Summarize your impression of the applicant as a parent or potential parent. How has his own childhood experience influ-
enced his attitudes and capacity for parenting? What would he like to repeat with his own children; what would he try to do
differently? Give your assessment of his retationship with his own children. What difficulties has he experienced with them
and how has he coped? What evidence is there of his knowledge of child development and experience with other people’s

children? '

Mr Alexander has already raised 4 sons guite successfully. He enjoyed playing a full
active part in the parenting of his own children and now especialiy since he is out
of work he is the main caretaker of his 2 young granddasughiters. although he shares
this role with the children's father during the day and with his wife at rnight., Wr
Llexander impresses‘as a quile capable and caring parent towards the 2 girls although
possibly a little over indulgent. There had been no particular difficulties with his
own children in the past until his son Brian's marital brezkdown and assualt of

the children. Ithough Mr Alexander found this very worrying and upsetiing and at the
time he has remalned very loyal to his son and supporiive throughout this crisis period,

25. PARENTING CAPACITY — FEMALE APPLICANT (whether she already has children or not} (As ltem 24 above).

Lilce her husband Mrs Alexander is alsc very fond of and enjeoys children arnd family life
She firmly belisves at least one parent should remzin at home full iime during the
childs early years., She did nct work from her first pregrancy untiil her yeungest son
Brian was zbout 12 yezrs old, ©She also impresses as = Very canatle warr znd Eirons
mether figure who instinctively deals calmly and well with any di“ficultier vhice
arise, DBoik little giris tend tc go tc Fres Llexander fcr comfort and reszssurance vhe
tired or huri whereas they go tc their father ang zaps mere for play and games.




~ Family's Name Page seven FORM F

26. Children in the household

Name Sex Date of birth Type of school Relationship

= - T -~ (e.9. adopted etc.)
Kicola ‘ F 1.12.79 Springbank Nursery idopted by

Erian Alexar
Autumn 1981

Kelly F 9.7.81 _— Natural daug

Are any of these children mentally or physically handicapped? I+ yes, which? No
¢ ¢ . Nicola wears spectzcles

27. Pen picture of each child in the household

tionship between a Barticular child sng Barent (e.g. Daddy's girl, mother’s big boy, baby of the family) or berween pairs of
children. |If any of the children sre adopred or fos rered, give brief getails of child’s background as described by the applicants.
épproximate date placed and by whom, approximate date of adoption order or de tails of current fostering situation ang any
plan of continuing contact with natural relatives (or previous caretakers and friends),.
FKicole is about 3" tall and of medium build, Shke bzs bluye éves and icnz medium browr
hair whick she tends to wzar in a bony tail, She wears glacsses following an eve
Oreration in Sept 1982 +o correct a sguint resulting from measies, Ficola seems to
be of about averaze intelligence and has reached her exrpecied develonmertal '‘milestones
at about the right age, She has 2 serious looking face but Smiles readily during
play ang has an infectious giggle. She is a happy go lucky chilg according to her
grandparents and is Something of a character and a "granny" according to Mr A, Nicola
e 1is the natural chilg of Mrs Sandra Alexander from & relaiionshir before skhe married
Brian Zlexander. She was about 7 months olg vwhen Brian Alevanger Started courting
Sandra ang he legally adopted Nicola the following year, 1980, Nicola is felt to be a
full member of the Alexander family by all concerned ang Brian Alexander feels that she
is just like his own child, Kevertheless it was Nicola th-t he assaulted ir 1981 ang
1362 by Shaking ang rough handlirg, amd for which he Trecently served & term of impriz

ison
ment,

Kelly is the natural daughier of Erian zng Sandrz flexvander

vall of mediur buiig with tiue eyes zr@ blomde curley heir,

undersianis Speeck bui sc far ig ney talling arart “ron odd

Tumbie rliay withk her Ceddy and rapz and is generzllv = very

Both childrer nave had freguent Tezular contact with their
i 1th ihem for weskends and so on,

Natural mother Sandra had a psychiatric hisvory and zfter about 12 months the marriage
began 10 have Severe difficulties, which meznt 1hat childrer srhent increasirg amounts
of time with their grandparents. On 11th Feb 1983, whilst Eriar. flexarder vas in
Prison, Sandrs placed the children with ¥r & ¥rs Alexander saying she could no longer
continue to care for them, She went to Bournmouth with another man on 4th March 1983
and there has been no contact since apart from 1 phone call in June. ¥icola has
aprarently never mentioned her mother S8ince she left Tyt she has some basic understandi

that Mr & Mrs Alexander are her grandparents and Brian Alexander jis her father.

Following their father's release from prison on 17.3.83 the childrer have been made the
subject of home Supervision orders requiring them to Stay with Mr & Vrs Alexander,
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OTHER ADULT MEMBERS OF THE HOUSEHOLD (including grown-up children living at home)

23.
Name Sex Age Relationship Interviewed
None but Brian Alexander the childrens father visits daily for long pericds, (Yes/No)
Do any of the above have a medical, physical or emotional handicap or require special attention? (e.g. semi-invalid, senile,
asthmatic, bad heart etc). Yes/No. If yes, give brief details, inciuding significance of this for the children of the household
What is the attitude of these members of the household to the proposed placement? Have they any particular attributes
which couldﬁbe of significagﬂ advantage to a child placed in this home?
Brian Alexender is hoping that the children will be returned to him at a future review
hearing,
28. OTHER CHILDREN (living away from home or deceased)
Name Sex Age Relationship Whereabouts
(or age at death) {or date and cause of death)
David Married M 29 Son Wercester, England
Adam Married M 26 Son Paisley
Gordon Married M 24 Son Elderslie
Brian Diverce, M ‘22 Son Fzisley
How much current &snrér'%o any of the above have with the family and what is their attitude to the proposed placement?
The eldset son loves in England and has only intermittent contact. The 2 middle sons hax
regular contaci and have been very supportive to Mr & Mrs Alexander and Brian.
30. 'EXTENDED’ FAMILY (including also friends, neighbours, god-parents)

indicate the most significant relationships in the wider family and neighbourhood, frequency and form of contact and their

attitudes toward the proposed placement. If hostile, how do the applicants plan to cope? Have you interviewed any of these

people? Have they any particular attributes which could be of significant advantage to a child placed in this home?

art from their married sons Mr & Mrs Alexander's closest friends are their next dcor

Apa
neigkbour and alsc a nephew of Mr /7%s who lives in Henfrew, There is only occc-sionzl
contact from Mrs A's relatives in London.

iives and works in Faisley and has 2 good T

The chiidrens maternal grandfether
with the &lexanders, He visits the children and stays for lunch every Sunday = is
eprarently very suproriive and irn full agreement with ithe rlacement.
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31. FAMILY LIFE STYLE

This indicates the sort of family life a child placed in this home will experience and is especially important in the placement
of older children where the child’s previous life-style(s} need to be considered in choosing a family for him. Some things to
include are: whether they are open or controlled in expressing feelings,; are they ‘cuddlers’ or ‘touch-me-nots’; do they do
things as a family group or have separate activities, are they very much involved with neighbours, friends, church, clubs in-
formally or in organised activities? What are their attitudes to money and food? What are the attitudes to health and if!-
health? How important is schoo! achievement and homework? How strict are the rules in the househoid? What sort of punish-
ments and who decides them? How are birthdays and special occasions celebrated? What special roles exist in this family?
Are sexual roles important e.g. stress on femininity of girls, toughness of boys? What are the expectations of where and how
another child will fit into the family patterns?

The Alexanders present as a close knit and fairly miclear family group, Mr and Mrs A
and Brian tending to do things together with the 2 daughters. Their other adult sons
and respectlve grandchildren visit about once a week and the 2 girls are said to mix
well with®*their young cousins, although they do not see much of each oither outside
this, Kelly and Nicola do play with other young children in the neighbourhood however,
and occasional outings or parties may be available through Mr Alexander's membership
of his local church and the Liberal Club. Llthough the Alexanders do noi have & car
they enjoy going out to local events as a family group when possible. The family
are quite an extrovert, open family in their relationships and there is a loi of
physical play with the children. The girls are not particularly stereotyped or
encouraged to be overly feminine in their play.

Bducation is fairly important to Mr and Mrs A and Brian, who was apparently quite
clever at school. However, though they would encourage the children to do well
they all feel the main thing is that the girls are happy and settled at school and
achievement is secondary.

Adult roles are not particularly defined in this family - there is a lot of overlap and
sharing and each adult izkes some responsibility for setting limits and controls.

There are no punishments as such, possibly a slight smack from Mr or Nrs Alexander,

put thig is very rare and the children do not present any discipline probiem on the
whole, They are usually just put to bed for a while if they are playing up and then
brought down again to join in the family life.
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FORM F

32.

MOTIVATION AND PRESENT UNDERSTANDING OF ADOPTION/FOSTERING TASKS
No. of times appiicants seen jointly 4 separately 1 group meetings

Comment on their expressed motivation to adopt/foster and indicate any. factors you think significant fe.g. applicant’s own
experiences of separation, deprivation, bereavernent). Do they know other adopters/foster parents? Do they basically want to
provide a permanent substitute family for the child {with or withoutr some contact with natural relatives) or a shorter term
service which does not aim to absorb him into the family? (see also Item 33). How have they used the preparation offer-
ed by your agency? What is your assessment of their present understanding of the tasks involved? If adopting, could they cope
with a contested case, toferate a Iand period of fostering prior to adoption, trave! for the purpose of introductions, perhaps

over an extended period?

¥r and Mrs Alexander were upset by their son's marriage breakdown and determined that
their grandechildren would not be cared for by outsiders. They impress as having &
lot of love for Kelly and Nicola and are concerned therefore to offer them=a good
home for as long as is needed. They would like to see them returning to their
father, Brian Alexander, eventually and try hard to encourage the relationship between
Brian and the girls but very much within the conditions set by the Children's Bearing.

33.

TOLERANCE OF CbNTACT WITH NATURAL FAMILY/PEOPLE FROM CHILD'S PAST

iWhat are their expectations of contact with natural relatives and their attitude towards this? If adopting or offering & perrma-
nent family, how far are they prepared to maintain a child’s links with natural relatives or other peopie from his past? If
offering a shorter term home, what is your assessment of their capacity to (a) have a caring relationship with natural parents
th! work with the parents and agency towards rehabilitation or other placement (c) be able to withstand the child’s distress
after visits (d) be willing to offer visiting parents meals or overnight accommodation regularly /occasionally (ej cope with
difficult parental behaviour? Is there any parental behaviour you think they would find particularly difficult?

¥r anéd Mrs Alexandsr are quite bitter I feel, about Erian's wife Sandra,

of how she trsatsd him and her accusations of child abuse but especially Krs Alexan

seys because of how she failed to care proverly for the children ané her
inverest or contact since, Briar Alexander seems to have more sympatny
undsrstanding for his wife but is actively pursuing a divorce now and is

partly bec

lack of
and
anxious to

set up a home for himself and the children in future, Despite their own feelings
about the children's mother, the Alexanders do seem to appreciate that she will
always have a special place in the girls' minds and they feel they would not siress
the negatives to them. Mr and Mrs Alexander have insisted that the girls refer to
‘them as nana and papa and try to develop the understanding in them that they have a
separate ommmy and daddy. The maternal grandfather visits every Sunday for seyeral

hours and his visits are encouraged and enjoyed by all the family,

anua
aer

L]
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34.

EXPECTATIONS OF THE CHILD'S BACKGROUND

What are the applicants’ feelings about heredity? Comment also on their attitude to background factors such as: social class,
illegitimacy, deviant behaviour, law breaking, family violence, alcoholism, use of drugs, mental illness, retardation. If consider-
ing a child of a different race,what evidence js there of their knowledge and acceptance of his background? What specific
plans have they to help the child identify with his racial heritage? For adopters of infants only: can they accept a child
{a) of a legal marriage or steady relationship (b) where [ittle is known about the father (c) who was abandoned (d) of an
incestuous relationship? If not, give details

Both Mr & Mrs Alexander feel that environment is the main factor determining
the children's persgonalities and behaviour. They feel the effect of their
mother's mental illness is minimal and not likely to have any influence on the
children now she is away. Despite Nicola being adopted and therefore not a
natural grandchidd Mr & Mrs Alexander think of her equally with Kelly as their
full granddaughter and if anything they feel they have given her more love and
attention to demonstrate this.

35.

EXPECTATIONS OF THE CHILD TO BE PLACED

What do the applicants expect of the child (e.g. appearance, educational achievement, beraviour)? iVhat is their understand-
ing of possible areas of disturbance e.g. delayed or excessive affection, testing, acting out, withdrawal, attention seeking,
rivalry, bedwetting, stealing etc. Is any behaviour intolerabie to them? What is their attitude to medica! problems, physical
and mental handicap? Do they have any special skills, experience or loca! facility to offer & special needs child? Can they
accept a child: (a) with a medical probliem or physical handicap (b) who needs speciai educarion: ESN(M) or ESN(S) or
other e.g. blind, deaf etc.?

Mr & Mrs Alexander .have 1itt

le understanding of disturbed benaviour as such but have
a very practical angd commor sense spproach to raising their ¢ granddaughters based
on their experiences of bringing ur & sone already. They feel the children are very
content and settled well with trhem and that they adjusted cuite easil}’ to the loss

of their mother since the Alexanders had beer caring for the gir on & regular basis
anyway since they were born. helly is still pre-speech but hlco¢a apparently never
mentions her mother at all, but Mrs Alexander feels she will be able to answer all
the child's questions when she is ready to talk more about her past. Both children
play normally with each other and enjoy mixing with other childrer zlso.
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36." ACCOMMODATION AND NEIGHBOURHOOD (plus transport)

Type of accommodation (including whether rented or morigaged), state of upkeep and attitudes to housework e.g. casual,
organised, chaotic, house-proud. Include number of living rooms, bedrooms, proposed sleeping arrangement for child, amount
of playspace outdoors. Number and kinds of pets kept by the family. Brief description of neighbourhood (include racial mix)
and special amenities €.g. schools, medical resources, recreation and sports facilities. If family plan to move, give details.
Indicate public transport facilities. Do the applicants have a car? (Who drives?)

Mr & Mrs Alexander moved in'their present 4 apartment terraced council house approximatel

1% years ago having lived in central Faisley and Foxbar before that. UNost of their
neighbours moved in about the same time when the terrace was newly built, and are
sbout the same age ané social class. lNr & Mrs Alexander are currently buying their
home from Renfrew District Council. The house is comfortably furnished and well
maintained throughout but also has a very lived in feel. Nicola and Kelly ehare &
bedroom upstairs, M{ & Mrs Alexander have another and the 3rd bedroom is a spare room
at present in case anyone stops overnight. Most of the domestic chores are done by
Mr 4lexander at present whilst he is unemployed. Downstairs there is a large lounge,
dining room, kitchen at the rear and a front and private back garden for the children
to play in. The family have a very friendly, docile pet dog. The neighbourhood
generally is a fairly guiet and well maintained area, slightly separated from a local
housing scheme but within easy walking distance of nursery, primary and secondary
schools. The family do not have a car. The children's father has his own home at

29 Moessvale Street about 5 minutes walk away.

L}

37. SOCIAL WORKER'S ASSESSMENT (see also Item 3 on page 1)

Please summarize briefly your assessment of the sorts of children this family could cope with and the sort they would probably
do best with. If there is an element of disagreeament on this point between you and the applicants, it is important to record
this so that they may be considered for the widest possible range of individual children. Are there any special features of the
resource they are offering?

Mr & lre Alexander provide a good home for the Z girls anc are able to ensure that
they have dailv contact with their father Brian Alexander. It is clearly the most
aporopriste placsment for these childrern znd 1B in their best interests that they

remein there until such times as they return to their father. however, although
¥r & Mrs Llexasnder are determined to continue carin® for their granddaughters for
25 lonr =zs necessary they do reouire & reguiar financial input if they sre to
provide & reasorable standsrd of care. The children had very little clothing or
materizl possessions from home and the family are dependent on hrs flexander's part
time wage and Child Benefit from their son %o support the children sc they are

struggling to make ends meet and buy all the necessary extras for the children.
I would recommend, therefore, that Mr & Mrs Alexander are approved as so00n as possible
as related Foster Farents to the 2 children.

Date this form Completed . oo msm e as e e e e

(© This form was designed and produced by the Association of British Adoption & Fostering Agencies — copyright reserved.
4 Southampton Row, London, WC1B 4AA




ROBERTSON & ROSS

FIRST CLASS Solicitors and Notaries,
OUR REF: P/ PGH/LM/B 7 Gilmour Street,
YOUR REF: Paisley PAl ].DD.

Telephone: 041-889 1121
Mr and Mrs A Alexander R.E. Box No. PA 27
I Manksuorth Jisy Fax No. (G.P. 2 & 3) 041-887 5561
PATISLEY

29th February, 1983

Dear Mr and Mrs Alexander,
CUSTODY

We write to advise that we obtained a Court Judgement in your favour,
when this case called in Court on the 25th February, 1988,

We shall contact you again as soon as the Extract Decree comes to hand.

Your faithful%y,
==X

i

PARTNERS: L ROBERTSON ].D.ROSS A.F. DEWAR, C.A. RJ. KERR P. GRANT-HUTCHISON M.G. TOLLAND ASSOCIATE: D. TOD
GLASGOW QOFFICE: 12 ANNFIELD PLACE, DUKE STREET, GLASGOW Tel: 041-55¢ 7501 PROPERTY OFFICE: 7 CAUSEYSIDE STREET, FAISLEY Tel: 041-887 7971

e




R.1.C. 10

Strathclyde

Social Work Strathclyde Regional Council

Department Social Work Department
Cralgle'ea House ......................
Blackstoun Road . . . . .
Daisley

Name ot Social Workerﬂf.\(:’._\Q\P;)\.f?..XT&SD.KW\KX Date \ Q\ l 377
Tel No. S8V DD

To :—

STRATF! ~LyDE Kel - \
EASTWOC ¢ GoiEREW D\Kh £

Su

7 8 AP Re]

The Head Teacher

\V\O Snala... Ramadini..... gl
FL&}\LQ-‘\;.E)‘?C\ ........ = 2 A e J

Dear Sir/Madam
Child’s Name... N WLOIO.... AL&?Z&C?.!T:CLQ&{M(..\,. ..\..%. \‘9 .......

The above named child is in *residential.care/care of foster parents. I should be obliged if you would
arrange for *easing-staffffoster parents to receive the child’s annual school report in the normal way when
these are being issued to all parents.

Additionally, it would be appreciated if the report form overleaf could be completed and returned to
me in the stamped addressed envelope provided. The child’s social worker could arrange to see you if you
would like to discuss any matters arising from the report.

Yours sincerely,

* Delete inappropriate



FOSTERING PANEL 16.3.87

Mr. and Mrs. A., Paisley
Custody application in respect of their grandchildren

Nicola (1.12.79) and Kellie (9.7.81) Alexander CA/RD/87/1

PANEL: Councillor A. Ferguson (Chairman), Councillor G. Grant, Miss N. Gethin,
Mrs. H. Edwards, Dr. C. Mathers, Mrs. J. West

PRESENTING SOCIAL WORKER: Mrs. S. McDiarmid

Mr. M. Cadman, senior social worker, was also present.

Miss Gethin asked if the girls' father, Brian, would ever wish to resume care of his
children. Mrs. McDiarmid said he had stated that in the event of his parents becoming
incapacitated and unable to care for the children he and his new wife would seek their
custody. Brian has regular access to his children and Mrs. McDiarmid anticipated that
access would continue after the granting of Custody Orders. He understands the
implications of Custody Orders being made and feels such Orders would safeguard the
interests of his children. Mrs. McDiarmid believed there was no confusion in the
children's minds about their relationship to Mr. and Mrs. A. They are well aware that
the As are their grandparents and that Brian is their father. They also know their
maternal grandfather and have regular access to him. The maternal grandfather is also
in agreement that Mr. and Mrs. A should have custody of the children.

RECOMMENDATION:

Having studied Mrs. McDiarmid's reports and discussed the content of these, the Panel
members agreed to recommend that Custody Orders in favour of Mr. and Mrs. A would be
in the best interests of Nicola and Kellie. They further agreed to recommend that
custody allowances should be paid to Mr. and Mrs. A until the children reached the age
of 16 years and that any legal expenses incurred in presentation of the petitions to
Paisley Sheriff Court should be paid by Strathclyde Regional Council.

CKM 16.3.87



R.I.C. 9

Strathclyde
A ¢ Social Work
Department

Strathclyde Regional Councli
Social Work Departmeng -
Craigielea House
Blackstoun Rcad

To: Strathclyde Regional Council,
Social Work Department

.................................................................................

............................................. PHISISy
For attention of ... L ENNIEER. . MELEQD i Child’s Social Worker
..... KL )093 ........(Tel. No.)
Name of Child ... NICSLA . ALEXANDER ...
Present Address... \).MELILS LTI WIAY.....overensemssssssnssisisssisionsassssssssasasonssiasssassiasia
....................................... O Y= N RO

Certificate to be Completed by Doctor
I completed the *Pre-Admission/Comprehensive/Developmental/Annual/Discharge /Transfer
i - N (coca B orhw Dilise, o
medical on the above named child on Ntpea e Ltf“ . K (date). Thé ¢
R.I.C. 3 has been returned to the adult who accompanied the child.
*(a) Form C/B-is enclosed.
(b) The results of the examination were satisfactory..——
(c) I wish to dfaw your attention to the following:

ompleted

.................................................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................

-
2P W (\ <
Date......... ’ jkll S8 Signed Dr. OL .......... e e A
Dr. D. B. WINTON
Address ....coeeeeevnrens 36" 'IJOVE"STR’EE? ..........
PAISLEY

(“Delete as appropriate). GRGIRREE

Fee for Medical Services (If appropriate)

To: Strathclyde Regional Council,
Social Work Department

............................................................................................................................................... District
............................................................................................................................................. Address
NAINE OF CHILA 11nueiiiitieeeeetreriesessasrereeseararererrarRre s ia e e rae srre s E £ R AT S b e e T TS e A E LR R L E AL E R e
*Fee for Pre-Admission/Comprehensive/Developmental/Annual/Discharge/Transfer Medical
EXQTNINAtiOn OI1 .eoueeeceriencrrssresrrenseemsrmaserssssmisssimmsmmmmasmrmsssimnistnasstasanns Date) £...ccvveernincrnrrrennens
Date ccasmsiissivisassissnibsiaiissese Signed DI. ...cccoerciiimisiseincesnses s

B AAIOSS tivierenriiieirrrssanerrrrnnssssisasseassssnrssasssaasssisamaiasaiaanissne

...........................................................................

...........................................................................

(*Delete as appropriate).



Strathciyae
A ¢ Social Work
Department

Rl'lcl 10

Strathclyde Regional Council
Social Work Departmeng

Blackstoun.Road............coccooeevnn.
Paisley

Name ot Social Worker 5MLD‘A\@M\O ..... Date ‘LJAP\Q‘L[G\%)E?

Tel. No. ... R S\

To :—

The Head Teacher

MosswalLe. PRIMART..

oL LerTenN ST .

................ P ANSCET

Dear Sir/Madam ,

Child’s NameNiCDL%ALEwa.%@(\lZ SR

The above named child is in *sesidential-care/care of foster parents. I should be obliged if you would
arrange for *caring-staff/foster parents to receive the child’s annual school report in the normal way when

these are being issued to all parents.

Additionally, it would be appreciated if the report form overleaf could be completed and returned to
me in the stamped addressed envelope provided. The child’s social worker could arrange to see you if you

would like to discuss any matters arising from the report.

Thank you for vour heip in this matter.

* Delete inappropriate

Yours sincerely, e
~STRATHCLYDE th\\i":mm

: JRENFREW P

ER@TWQOD JORK DEPT

GOCIAL Y

18 APR 1986




*

° ‘trathclyde
cial Work
Jartment

Name ot Social Worker ...p..ﬂ.t.’..‘s..l..f.\)ﬁmﬁj.}é.ht\\f;?.\?N
s T T4 U o Y Lo [ U —

To :(—
The Head Teacher

MoSSUALE. ARIMARY.....

..... PRELEN

Dear Sir/Madam

Date

Chitas Name. N-1coeA ALBcanne £ (| tzwoD

R.1.C. 10

The above named child is in *residential care/care of foster parents. I should be obliged if you would
arrange for *caring staff/foster parents to receive the child’s annual school report in the normal way when

these are being issued to all parents.

Additionally, it would be appreciated if the report form overleaf could be completed and returned to
me in the stamped addressed envelope provided. The child’s social worker could arrange to see you if you

would like to discuss any matters arising from the report.

Thank you for vour help in this matter.

Pt

Yours sincerely,

* Delete inappropriate



/- - CINUTES OF 2oL TED wOSTOEING
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& 8
Nicola (112.79) & elly (é:éréé) ALENAYDER
c/o AlexandeTl (grandparenﬁs:
11 Yerksworth Vayy
PiISLEY.

PRESENT: J.J. Rafferty; Area OfficeT, Craigielea Housee Chairman.
E., Brooks, Sen. Socizl Worker, " "

p. Likinson, Socizal Horker, .

F. Eamilion, Fostaringfﬁdopﬁion AdviseT, Regional Buildingse.

C:.G EU

e

The children have been 1iving with their granlparents cince 1lth Pebrualy 1983
after mother 1ot with another man. AT thet +ime fother, Brisn Tlexznder, Was
ip prison on an sssault charge agzinst vicola. KT LlexsndeT Was released on
174k ¥arch this year snd the chilcrenl wers placed oL Home Supervision Orders o
18tk Loril 1583, Since Februvary 1983 two Section 12 grants vave been given to

tre femily Totalling £15C.

(54) wes made redgundant 1L 4pril this §e en¢ as they are
€ ] 2 r

~resently buying vt ir Council hounse, fingnces have be t1ly.
Brien Llexanael is not working at Tresent is in receipt of Sup;lemenzary'“anefit
and recelves Family Allowance for the twe girls which he gives tc his parvents.

Tear
o
sr. Tather strzined recen
i

Ticola and Tellyts names were on the N.A.T. Register but were removed On 29tk &

wher 1t was ~e1% that they WeTS secure living with thelr grandparents. Regardin

+he zssauly chareges or. Wicole, from wiss Atkinson's contact with Brizr she NO¥

feels that & ict of the tension may nave peen czused bY the marital relationshil

there DEIRE freruent argunsnis Letusen the couple. On the occasion ¥When ¥r.

rlexander s ser.t tC Pristh, 17+ gola had only very superficia hruising. There
ers no brosisn 1imhs oI Serious injury.

Tre children al€ developing wed
contact with fother anG &% the
he allowed to take icola and
bebysit for hig parents i€ the
time there would be no overnight =1a7s,
the children could he reunited with their

Miss Atkinson stated thel the grandparenis are TETyY OXen with her, angd 2180 17
front of thei¥Mhen discussing previous incidents. They considered that they

had besr SLDPC tive to theiT daughter—in—law in the past hwut =ince she had gone

off, they nov felt umazble 1o have any further contac

+
o
t
=)
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o
H
W
=3
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e
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i)
o
ct
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.
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her tc see the children. Lfter some discussion the grou? agreed that if mother
f=)

gig return totne zrea and wished to see her children, arraeng
be made outwith the grandparents homes
(=) =

It was stated that maternal grandfather visits the children most sundays and
there spparently is & gool Te ztionship petween hir and the applicants. They
semen

; 1
are happy for this arrang ment to continue.

Recently/

Cont'd/ ...




#

Continuation/...

Recently Brisn Llexander initiated divorce proceedings

icola is mnot Brian's child 21thouzh he states that he formally adopted her zhout
z yvear after his marriage. Miss Atkinson will investigate this.

Police checks the couple were nezative and Briszrv Alexander had no convictions
i the *ssnnlt charge. No sdverse TeporiE On the mediceals and these will

ts Dr. Ireland for her comments. & positive report was Tece:l iyed from
r visitor ant from the referees.

CONCLUSION:

¥rs., Eamilton felt there was no reason not to ayprove this counle but asked that
the medicals be passed to DIr. Treland for her comments. Finance Desartment will
be instructed to deduct the apDronrlate family sllowance from % |
s2llowance and this tc be di scussed with Brian and his parents.

¥
15
]
h
1]
<l
1]
o]
‘_’
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1+ was agreed ithat Mr. & lirs. Alexar nder should consult this D Depa: tment 1n
advence of the cthorer heing left in the sol= care of Brian, and Miss Afkinson
felt they would accept this.

Foster Parent Eazrndhook to be delivered to lir. & Nrs. Alexander. Also R.I.C. 3
tc be completed.

IEB
18.11.83



REVIEW PROCEDURE
Social Worker’s Revie w FOrm mitial Review/Subsequent Review FORM D

Name of Child: Nicola & Kelly Alexander

Date of Birth: 1/12/79  9/7/81

Name of Home: c/o Mr & Mrs Alexander (Grandparents) 11 Merksworth Way

Date of admission: 11/2/83 (informal placement) 29/3/83 (formal placement by Children's

Hearing) .
Summary of decisions from last review (if appropriate):

N/A

1. Legal Position/Section under which child is in care:

4iy 1 (a) with condition of residence.
Any action indicated:

Review Hearing as appropriate.

2. Current address/es of:

(a) Parents: Mr Brian Alexander (father), 39 Mossvale Street
Mrs Sandra Alexander (mother), thought to be in Bournemouth area, Ingland.

(b) Siblings not in care:
N/A

{c) Siblings in care: N/A

3. Present situation with family since reception into care/last review:

Nicola and Kelly were informally placed with their grandparents (paternal) in February, by
their mother because she could not cope. The children's father was in Prison at this time
serving a 3 month sentence for twice assaulting Nicola in 1981 and 1982. Mrs Sandra Alexander
went to England with another man before her husband's release and a Children's Hearing later
decided the children should not return to his care after his release in March 1983 but that
they should remain with the paternal grandparents. Since then the children have been very
settled with Mr & Mrs Alexander and their father visits daily for long periods. Mr & Mrs
AMexander are quite strict in ensuring he does not spend time alone with the children however.
Mrs Sandra Alexander has phoned the home only once since she left Scotland and she has not
spoken to the children, sent birthday cards etc. She has told her husband she does not want
the responsibility of caring for the children and he is now pursueing a divorce and custody

. .
et e
T O T O

Continued P
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REVIEW PROCEDURE . D

Form D continued @ots,

4, Date/s and nature of Social Worker’s contact with child since reception into care/last review:

Approximately monthly visits. Fostering Application commenced June 198% and has just

been completed.

5. Date/s and nature of Social Worker’s contact with family since reception into care/last review:

As above.

6. Areas of Concern:
Are dependent on Mrs Alexander's part time wage to support the children at

present, hopefully the Fostering Assessment will be considered in the near future,
and possible Section 12 payment in the interim. In addition of particular concern
is the present inflexible access arrangements for the childrens' father. He has

(b) Particular reference to child in care (including progress since reception into care/last review.)
felt unduly penalised

(a) Family

Nicola has not yet been able to talk about her cince comine home in that
mother and this should, I feel, be gradually the Panel SE + dnh doe
encouraged over the next couple of years. no: eiZn takigiieechiidrens

out for a walk, to the
circus etec without an
escort.

7. Other agencies involved:

Reporter's Department.
Dykebar Hospital until May 1983.

8. Needs of the child (estimated length of placement, type of placement, involvement of other agencies, estimated

nature of parental contact etc.).
To remain with paternal grandparents in the immediate future.

reassessed nearer the Review Hearing early next year.

Long term plans to be

Continued P
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REVIEW PROCEDURE

Form D continued @or3) D

9. Plans for child in view of above comment (including short, medium and long objectives):

To develop their security and happiness at home and maintain and strengthen links
with their father with a view to eventual rehabilitation.

9(a) Is an application for Assumption of Parental Rights appropriate? Yes/No

10. Any further comments:

11. Persons who will atttend review (from area team):

Pauline Atkinson

Social Worker
H. Brooks

Senior Social Worker.

.}q ﬁ 'MA./\,;{-V

Signed:.....cccenincnnaiins

. . Social Worker
Designation:
Date: 23rd August 1983.

Strathclyde
A & Regional
Council



RIVIEW PROUCELRURE
Minutes of Review Meeting continued F

Decisions taken (specifying action to be taken and by whom):

1. To allow Brian to be alone with the children for short periods.

2. Hearing to consider allowing Brian to stay overnight at his parents' home.

3e Financial support to be given to grandparents.

4e Social worker to work with family about how to explain to the children about their
situation.

T

Date of next review:

iames and Designations of review panel:

Mr ané Mrs Alexander - Grandparents

Mr Brian Alexander - Father

Pauline Atkinson - Socizl Worker

E Brooks - Sernior Social Worker

Chairman of

Review Meetmg(HBrOOkS>
Designation:.........5enior Social Worker .
Date: ..oooeeeemersneeennnnn 250 ANEUS . 1983

/@ Strathclyde
A & Regional
Council
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NICOLA AND KELLY AIEXANDER

discussion on whether fostering or S12 payments would be most appropriate -
this is yet to be decided. It was, however, thought appropriate for a grant
to be applied for to cover clothing expenses, etc., for the children.

Mrs Alexander mentioned that she had received a telephone call from the
children's mother who had asked to speak to Nicola, Mrs Alexander had
refused this and asked at this meeting how she should handle any further
approaches gromathe mother. It was suggested that Mrs Alexander should

not allow the mother to speak—tovthe children but that she skould be advised
to contact the social worker to discuss it with her. The mother's whereabouts
are still unknown. There was further discussion about the children's,
especially Nicola's, understanding about their mother's departure. It was
decided that Pauline would have ongoing discussions with the family about

approachifig™thise<- -.:i—

Brian Alexander indicated that it is his eventual hope to have the children
returned to him but he appears to accept the present situation and to
recognise the importance of mazintaining his relationship with the children.

e
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“inutes of N.A.I. Case Conference held in the Conference TNoom,
Soecial Work Densrtment, 7 Love Street, Taisley, at 2.00 n.m on
Tmesday, 28. 09. 42

o &

SUBJEATS licola Alexsnder (d.o.b. 01.12.79.)
Yelly Alexander (d.o.b. 09.07.81.)

29a lossvale Street, Paisley.

« Cvnainghamy ™ -
irs.B. Mlson, Hezlth Visitor, TFoxbar Clinic.
Yrs, L. Yelwsn, Nursing Cfficer.
¥y, I. Smith, Snr., Docial ‘Torker, Craigielea.
¥y, 7.J. Spalding, Soeial Torker, Dykebar.
Yes.J. CGrigor, Social ork Asst., Dykebar,

-_r,

DRSS TN . e, M. O'Zane, Princinal Social Torker (Health)
'is, R. PleCrossen, *X° Div, Strathelyde Police.
e, I ¢ X
™

ADOLOGIES @ Dr. B. Byrne, Consultent Prediatrician.
Yre, Adame, Nursing Officer.
M, J. Mafferty, Area Officer, Craigiele=.

My, O!'Tene read out previous Minutes from 28th May, 1982, and
brought everyone un~to+date with the case.

Vrs, Grigor visited the family on 24th September and found that

the older child, Nicola, had been admitted to Hawkhead Hosnitel.
e, Alexrder apneared at Court today, and is remended for 7/8 daye.
He:mayﬁbe granted Bail and will, therefore, come out on Tridaw,
01.10.862.. ' '

Dr, Bvyrne's report on the injurieg v s read out. v, Alexsnder
had attemnted to choke the child by »utting his hands around her
throat. There were no broken bounes and no bruising on her throsd,
although there were some small marks under her armnits caused by
nressure. It was then suggested that 'ir. Alexender may have swung

the child by her =rms, The child is in zood health.

I+ wae stated that the Police had not contacted Standby. Concern
woe voiced at this omission and it was agreed to note thig »oint
in the Y[inute.

There was a 15 year old girl present when the incident took nlace
and she states that Brian, the father, had his hands around
Nicola's throat znd was sheking her. Sendra, the mother, con-
tacted the Police and Brian left to go to his mother®s house.
Sandra amvesrs to manimilate Brisn and he may have been nrovoked
into this situation; althoush Brion claimed he was unaware of
assaulting Nicola,

cdenaes /2
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T+ was mentioned that when visited, there were never sny sims

of the children being struck. Since their move from Argvle Street,
there have been no finencial difficulties. Brian has been able to
keen & steady job.

admitted into hosvnital =8 a result of Brian going
She

Szndra was first
for the children
still attends the hospital as an out-vatient
molke regular visits.

Both incidents will be included in the renor
the Procurator Fiscal, which will then be referred to the
Reporter,

Discussion followed on whether children are to be nlaced on the
°At Risk' Register and whether = Place of Safety Crder is to be
taken oubt a8 it is likely that Brisn will be released on Bail.

CONCIUSIONS ¢

Both children's names have to be placed on the '4t Risk? Register.

Negtriction on the father visiting the house is to be arranged
via. mother and lawyer.

If no arrangements have been made on restricting the father’c access
to children then = Place of Safety Crder is to be tzken out.

The Key orkers for the case are lirs. J. Grigor and Mr.7.J.5Synalding.
Tenancy Tor the house is to be eonfirmed in Sandra's name.

o0o

c.c. for info: r, Y.d. Parker, District Manager.

fir. J. Leinster, Child Care Adviser.
RO'KSIS.

2 ° el 2.:

3

Soeizl York Dent.,
Dykebar Hospital,
TATSLTY.




FORM 10 Rule 22

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

Supervision Requirement

i’/) ID ¥
(Place and date) KEHelTel > DC‘[)F )& -4 T3
24 /7/;:1\47‘59-4 f‘-,
“deSLE ‘-7'

= -
A children’s hearing for 57‘“\/{}7_94 Q/w/ﬂcj
in exercise of the powers comerred by section 44(1) of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968, being satisfied
W AR RS, ALEYA‘“‘&@JQ

that ~frc oo 4 L@;c,c\wﬂee
isi am o e = W
is in need of compulsory measures of care require him/her [to residein no~ A&(éﬁui}wt Ay Ft

. . S s N, . .
[to be under the supervision c@&fﬁ o Seshar LWl ]* subject to the conditions noted below.

[The-operationof thissupervisionrequirement-is-postponed-until | 1*

‘“PM@@' P wacm{

ha.frman of
the Children’s Hearing

Conditions referred to in the foregoing supervision requirement
1—--—T»he—eh'rld-is—require&ta—observe—,the—mies—ot_conduet—of—the-residentiakrest-ablishment.

T2, ,Ihe—requorement—twesude.-xs_s.ublem to the discretion of the manag_ers_of the_residential-ostablishment-to-grant-leave
__of absence-irem-tinteTo time. \

I 3. PATHEL S Acecssy -~ Crf“—‘)f’\m Losevel

etc. PwD AR R Ared Ry See.ac ULl b«D\ \J‘DM 'PQ“\CL}\(—

-~ ) - ) EG-:g . = 7 ,\\ % A——M
2. L CY o i B Chairinan of
it . o r-() L;) an_! _'_ the Children’s Hearing

*Where a supervision requirement requires a child to reside in a residential establishment, conditions 1 and 2 shall be inserted in
the supervision requirement,

*Uelete as appropriate

“

Dd 248004,2883 K176 Eg (8182) SBN 11 490613 O



Dr Ireland

Russell Institute PA/CG
Causeyside Street

PATISLEY

Pauline Atkinson

18th November 1983

Dear Ix Ireland

Res Mr and lrg ALEXANDER, 11 Merksworth Vay, Paisley

This couple have been caring for their 2 granddaughters, Kelly
(dob: 09.07.81) and Nicola (dob: 01.12.79) since February this
year, 4t that time Ifr and Mrs Alexander's son Brian, the
children's father, was serving a short prison sentence for
having assaulted Nicola, and the children's mother had gone
away to Ingland with another man., After Brian Alexander's
release the children were placed on Home 3upervision Orders

in April 1983, formally requiring them to remain with Mr and
Mrs Alexander. The children's mother has not returned to
Scotland and her exact whereabouts remain unknown,

Over the last few months a related fostering assessment has
been completed on Mr and Mrs Alexander and their application
was formally discussed on 17th November at Craigielea Houge
with the Area COfficer and Fogtering Adviser, lrs Hamil ton,

There were no negative factors regarding this couple's
sultability to continue caring for their grandchildren and it
was therefore agreed to approve their fogtering application
pending your consideration of the attached medical reports.

I would be grateful if you would return the signed forms to
this office ag soon as posgsible,

Yours sincerely

Pauline Atkinson (Miss)

21 Viavlarn




CASE NOTES

Case transferred to myself — previously held by Shelagh McDiarmid.

Nicola and Kelly Alexander have been placed with paternal
grandparents for a number of years. They are currently on a
Section 44 1 (a) with a condition of residence with their
grandparents. A custody application is pending.

Initial home visit has been made to meet the girls and their
grandparents. The situation appears very stable and it is evident that
there are strong bonds between the girls and their grandparents.

Mr and Mrs Alexander clearly provide a high level of care for the
children and there are no apparent difficulties.

Both girls continue to see their father, Brian Alexander, and his
new wife Jean. They also regularly see their maternal grandfather.
Their mother lives somewhere in England and has not contacted the
girls for some considerable time. Both the girls' parents are happy
for Mr and Mrs Alexander to care for the girls.

It is hoped that the outcome of the custody application will be
decided soon. Thereafter steps can be taken to terminate the
Supervision Orders. AMcA

ustody hearing took place last month and Mr and Mrs Alexander
now have legal custody of the girls. The family are very delighted
but also relieved. Despite the fact that they are young, the girls
appear to know what is going on and, have made it clear that they
do not wish to stay anywhere other than with their grandparents.

Mrs Alexander has now received a letter of confirmation from her
solicitor that the custody was decided in her favour.

The situation remains very stable and the girls appear to be thriving.
The next step will therefore be to try and have the 44 1 (a)
dispensed with. Report will be done at the first possible opportunity.

1 At least one home visit per month to fulfil conditions of

2 Letter from solicitor to be copied for file and original
returned to Mr and Mrs Alexander.

3 Request for review Hearing and report to be prepared as soon
as possible. AMcA

NAME: Nicola & Kelly ALEXANDER
Feb. '88 Progress Notes
Mar. '88 Progress Notes
Review notes:
44 1 (a) meantime.
Apr. '88 Progress Notes

Following request to Mossvale Primary for children's report cards
to be sent to their grandparents, received a telephone call from
the Head Teacher (Mrs McMath).




Cont'd
April '88
May '88

Name: 1. cola andeKelly ALEXANDER

*".

They added that this
had been with the full co-operation of the Alexanders and stressed
that they were in no doubt that the grandparents were the best people
to care for these 2 children.

Both Nicola and Kelly are bright, pleasant little girls who have the
ability to do fairly well at school. Staff at Mossvale are confident
that they will have a successful school career if encouraged.

A further meeting was held at the school on 4 May to which Mrs Alexander
was invited. The problems were sorted out and Mrs Alexander left the

[ school feeling much happier.

Following the meeting Mrs Alexander advised that she (a) had paid

for Nicola to go on a Brownie holiday and (b) had enrolled both

girls for swimming lessons at the Lagoon in Paisley. Mrs Alexander
requested that I assist her to make a claim for discretionary
fostering allowances to cover the cost of these items. Both of

these were initiatied prior to custody being granted. Agreed to do so.

Review notes:

1 Monthly visits to fulfil conditions of Supervision Order.

2 Request to be made to District Manager for discretionary
fostering allowances.

3 Letter requesting Hearing plus preparation of report to be done

as soon as possible. A McA
Progress' Notes
Request for £31.20 made to District Manager to cover cost of
swimming lessons, travelling expenses plus cost of Brownie holiday.
Received confirmation from District that Mr and Mrs Alexander will
be reimbursed for this.

Also received a phone call from Mrs Alexander to say that the
solicitors had sent her the extract decree from the Court confirming
that /

Nan+1A/



NAME: Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER

CASE NOTES

May '88 that a copy of this would have to be sent to our District. Agreed to

Cont'd ! that she and her husband now have legal custody. Advised Mrs Alexander
! collect the letter in order to obtain copies for file and District.

Review notes:

1 Home visit to collect solicitors copy of decree - further
copy to be taken and sent to District.

2 Liaison with school to check situation with girls is still
settled.

3 Request for Hearing and report still to be done. A McA

Progress Notes
| Telep e ool prior to the girls finishing for their summer
holidays. Everything seems fine.

June '88

f Also did a home visit and this confirmed that the situation there

; is also stable. Mr and Mrs Alexander were at home with the

| children and all were clearly happy that it was the weekend and that
( they would have more time together. Girls are continuing to see
their dad on a regular basis and Mr and Mrs Alexander are insistent
that this is important to them. The fact that the girls go to

their dad's on a Saturday also means that Mr and Mrs Alexander

can have a bit of a break too.

Advised family that due to crisis work request has not yet been
made for a Panel. Stressed that this would be done as soon as

possible.

Review notes:

1 Preparation of report for Panel plus request for Hearing to be
done as soon as possible.

2 Periodic visits to family meantime to fulfil conditions of
Supervision Order. A McA

July '88 Progress Notes
Finally managed to prepare request for Hearlng and report to be

in)

forwarded to Children' Panel

=3
I‘
)
"Y‘
U)
C)
(
(

Social Worker will be on holiday from 22 July to 10 August 1988.
Thereafter it will hopefully not take too long to organise a date for
the Panel. Recommendation is for Home Supervision Order to be
terminated.

Review notes:

1 Await Panel date and accompany family there - hopefully
sometime in August.

2 Home visit prior to Hearing to prepare family.

3 Let school know in late August if Order is terminated. A McA




August 1988

September 1988

Progress Notes:

Notification was received, on my return from holiday of the Panel date. A
telephone call was made to Mrs Alexander to arrange for me to see the family
prior to the Hearing. Things appear to have gone well with the girls over the
summer and their grandparents are now keen for the Supervision Order to be
terminated.

Whilst on the telephone, Mrs Alexander asked if our Department would be willing
to obtain copies of the girls' birth certificates for her. The originals were
damaged in a fire whilst they were being held at Paisley Sheriff Court. Given
that they were technically in the care of this Department at the time, Mrs
Alexander feels we should replace them. This matter was discussed at Supervisior
with S.S.W. Will Brown who agreed to us obtaining these copies for the family.

The Children's Hearing took place on the 24th August, at 2.30pm. Decision of
the Panel was to terminate the Home Supervision Order, to which the girls are
currently subject.

Review Notes:

1. Copies of birth certificates to be obtained and forwarded to Mrs Alexander.
2. School to be informed of Panel Decision.
3. Transfer summary to be completed before closing case.

Progress Notes:

Contacted Mossvale Primary School to advise them of the Panel decision. They
were quite happy with this and advised that they have no real concerns about the
girls at present.

Obtained copies of birth certificates and, forwarded these with a letter
officially closing the case to Mrs Alexander.

Review Notes:
Closing summary to be done as soon as possible.
Closing Summary:

Nicola and Kellie Alexander have lived with their paternal grandparents,

Evelyn and Adam Alexander, since 11lth February 1983. This arrangement began
following the breakdown of their parents' marriage. At the same time, the girls'
father, Brian Alexander, was in prison serving a three year sentence for
assaulting Nicola, his adopted daughter. Following his release, the girls were
placed on a Home Supervision Order requiring them to reside with their grand-
parents and, restricting their father's access to them.

Since that time the girls have remained on a 44 (1) (A) and under the Super-
vision of this Department. They see their father, who has now remarried, at
weekends, but have no contact with their mother who now resides, at an unknown
address in the South of England.

With the support and encouragement of this Department, Mr and Mrs Alexander Snr.
were persuaded to seek legal custody of the girls and, on 25th February 1988,
this was granted by the Court. It had earlier been decided, at a child-care
review that, if custody was granted, a Hearing should be called to request
termination of the Home Supervision Order. This was done, at a Hearing, on
24th August 1988.
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Name: Nicola Keli‘i’e A?éxander el aed Y

CASE NOTES

Closing Summary Cont'd:

Over the past five years or so work has focussed on supporting the Alexanders in
the care of their grandchildren and, on helping them achieve the legal security

necessary to ensure that the girls can remain with them, in a secure environment
for the rest of their childhood years.

The Alexanders have demonstrated beyond all reasonable doubt that they are well =°
able to care for the girls independently of this Department. On the other hand,
they are aware that if they require any advice or assistance in the future, they
can approach this office at any time.

Recommendation:

That no further Social Work intervention is required in this case at present.
Suggest that case be closed.

Cue el ol

A McAdam — SW
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NAM@: NICOLA & KELLIE ALEXANDER

DATE _OF _
CONTRACT

16.2.88.

24,2.88.

29.2.88.

21.3.88.

30.3.88.

13.4.88.

CONTACT SHEET

TYPE OF CONTRACT.

Letter sent organising initial visit for Wednesday 24th February at
3.45p.m. (Copy in file).

Initial Home Visit — met Mr. and Mrs. Alexander, Nicola & Kellie.

Telephone call from Mrs. Alexander. She has heard verbally from her

solicitor that custody has been granted.

!Home visit - to fulfil conditions of supervision order. Saw both
Nicola and Kellie together with their grandmother. Everything fine.

Letter to family arranging a visit for Wednesday 30th March, at 4p.m.
(copy in file). The purpose of this visit was partly to discover
whether written confirmation of custody order had been received from

solicitor.

Home visit as arranged. Mrs. Alexander showed me the letter she has
received from the solicitor. Took the letter back to the office in order
to take a photocopy. Have agreed to return letter to Mrs. Alexander as

soon as possible (copy of letter in file).

Copy of letter of confirmation taken. Original returned to Mrs. Alexander.

's report card to be sent to their grandparents sent

Request for children
to Mossvale Primary.




4.5.88.

11.5.88.

13.5.88.

19.5.88.

20.5.88.

27.5.88.

4.6.88.

23.6.88.

21.7.88.

22.7.88,

22.7.88 -
10.8.88.

17.8.88

22.8.88

23.8.88

Request from Mrs. Alexander to be reimbursed for Brownie trip for
Nicola and swimming lessons for both girls. Both of these occurred
prior to custody being granted therefore Mrs. Alexander is entitled to
allowances.

Appropriate forms and covering letter sent to Geoff Parkinson (District
Manager) requesting payment of allowances (copy of letter in file).

Telephone call from Mrs. Alexander. She has received the copy of the
custody decree from her sclicitor. Agreed to call on Friday 20th
May to collect letter. Photocopy to be taken and sent to District
Headquarters.

Reply from Geoff Parkinson agreeing to payment of £31.20, discretionary
fostering allowances.

Home visit - saw Mrs. Alexander on her own. Advised her that
cheque for £31.20 would be arriving shortly from District.

Took copy of decree extract and advised Mrs. Alexander that we could
now look to organising a Hearing, to have Home Supervision Order
terminated.

Memo sent to Janice West at District enclosing a copy of custody
decree.

Reply received from Janice West advising that couple have been
overpaid since granting of decree. She has agreed to notify finance
department.

Home visit prior to school holidays. Both girls continuing to do well.
School have no further concerns. Advised that Panel report will be
done as soon as possible.

Request for review Hearing and accompanying report prepared in respect
of Nicola and Kellie.

Letter and report forwarded to Reporter at Newton Street (Please
refer to copies in file).

Social Worker on Annual Leave.

Anne McAdam - SW

Notification of Hearing date received from Reporter's department - this will be
on 24.8.88 at 2.30pm.

Telephone call to Alexanders to make arrangements for the Panel. Request from
Mrs Alexander that this department should pay to have girls' birth certificates

replaced.

Spoke to S.S5.W. Will Brown who agreed to us replacing birth certificates. Tele-
phone call to Registrar's office to check details required for obtaining these.
Anne McAdam — SW




24.8.88

26.8.88

3.9.88

Name: Nicola & Kellie ALEXANDER

Contact Sheet

Children's Hearing — Panel agreed with recommendation to terminate Supervision
Order.

Copies of birth certificates obtained from Paisley registrar's office. (Cost
£5.50 each)

Birth certificates forwarded to Mrs Alexander with letter to officially close
the case (copy in file).

Telephone call made to Mossvale Primary to advise them that the Supervision Order
has now been terminated.
A McAdam - SW



26.08.86

Mg Nov 86

Nov '86 —
Jan '83

Jan '88

»

NIOOLA AND KELLY ALEXANDER

complicated if Nicola and Kelly were present.

2. Brian impresses as an immature, "spoiled" personality, who would like everything his own
way. He seemed unsble to make any commitment to the children, cbviously influenced by
Jean and the financial implications and restrictions may have played some part. icD

Review. (See file for minutes).
Main decision was that Mr and Mrs Alexander should now apply for custody under the
Children's Act 1975. Also the importance of "telling' the children about their past
was of paramount importance. SMcD

1. Letter written to Sandra Alexander explaining situation and asking for views on
custody.

2. Mr R Gray (maternal grandfather) visited and opinion on custody sought — given.

3. Nicola and Kelly visited and custody explained to them in presence of Mrs
Alexander — they understood as much as could be expected for children of that
age and seem happy to stay with grandparents.  Kelly particularly is adamant
that she wants to stay with "Nena and Papa'' — Nicola is slightly more ambivalent
saying that she'll go back and stay with her "Daddy" when she's a big girl.

4. Brian and Jean visited — had failed to "tell" the children of their past but
agreed o do so this weekend (14.11.86) and relate back to Mr and Mrs Alexander.

5. Police/medical checks sent off. SMcD

: Custody application was made and was epproved at the Renfrew District Fostering Panel
meeting on 16 March 1987, Please see file for full report.

| Over the last year the family situation has remained stable. Brien and his wife Jean

[ have continued not to cppose the application for custody of Nicola and Kelly.

| Contact has been maintained with the family but there has been no real need for further
! Social Work intervention.

A Children's Panel was held in December 1987 at which time the Supervision Order under
| Section 44 1 (a) Social Work (Scotlend) Act was continued as as yet the Custody epplication
Ehas not yet gone to Court. SMcD

|
| TRANSFER SUMMARY :

This is very much a holding operation until the Court finally grands the Custody

application at which time the 44 1 (a) Supervision Requirement should be terminated.

There seems to have been some confusion as, to when a report from the Social Work Department

to the Court is due. However, Frank Miller, ADO (Child Care) is investigating this and

should have the information very soon. S McDiarmid




Feb '85,

20,2.85,

24.01..86

5.02.86

Feb-Aug 86

o -"\m;«f-'r-- o CUWROGRD: 41
NAME : Nice _ elly ALEYANDER

CASE NOTES,

Message from Mary Fegan that Mrs., Alexander has been in touch via her
probation officer, Mr, Jennings, 20 Mclaren Road, Moordain, Bournemouth

0202 578527,

Phoned Mr. Jennings and he informed me that Mrs., Alexander is now very
settled in Bournemouth, lodging with an older couple and working regularly.

' She is on 1 yrs probation since the end of last year for shoplifting.
| Mrs. Alexander has decided she wants to make her own life for herself in

Bournemouth and she has no intention of returning to Paisley.in the forseeable
future, BShe would like Mr, & Mrs, Alexander senior to adopt Kelly and Nicola.

I explained to Mr. Jennings that this was not an option being considered although
the children will be remaining in their grandparent's care for the next year

| at least. I explained we would be encouraging the girls to see more of their
| father in the hope that he can eventually take them back agalin permanently.
| Mr. Jennings felt Mrs. Alexander would be unhappy with this but agreed to

discuss the situation with her. He phoned back a few weeks later to say
that Mrs., Alexander had accepted the plans for rehabilitation, although

| somewhat reluctantly as she feels the grandparents would be better able to

look after the children whilst they are young. P.A,

| Evening hearing, home supervision orders continued with a condition of

residence at grandparents.

Home visits 28.3.85. and 7.6.85, both children seen. Children are happy
and boisterous and very settled with Mrs. Alexander. I was disappointed that

| Brian and his girlfriend have been reluctant to take the opportunity to have

the children staying at weekends and Mrs. Alexander hinted that Jean did

| not want the responsibility of children yet. The children have spent one
. weekend at Brian's, however, and do see him and Jean every weekend for a full

day, which they enjoy. Mrs, Alexander feels that she would prefer to keep
the children for the next 4 or 5 years when they will be more manageable for
Brian and she will then be about retiring age., I expressed some doubts
about the length of this period and would prefer Brian to take over the care
of the children sooner if possible so they can get well settled with him
whilst they are young.

The femily are going on holiday to Mrs. Alexander's son in England in July
end I requested £50 discretionary allowance in respect of both children. P.A,

Case held by J McLeod, SWA, from August to December 1985. In December a Child Abuse Case
Conference was held as Nicola and Kelly were regularly having overnight stays with their
father who had been convicted of a Schedule 1 offence. Decision made not to register (see
file for minutes).

| Case transferred to S McDiarmid December 1985.

Children's Hearing - supervision requirement made. SMcD

| Review (see file for minutes). It was agreed that Jean and Brian, having stated that they

wished at some point to resume parenting of the children, would step up contact with the

children over a period of 4 months with a view to rehabilitation. SMcD

| During this period, despite decisions made at the review, Jean and Brian (who married in

March), failed to increase contact with the children. There seemed to be no good reason
for this and eventually Brien admitted that he had decided for whatever reason, that the

children were better staying with the grandparents. T think there were several factors
involved :-—

' 1. Jean was ambivalent about having fulltime responsibility for the children firstly because

she was uncertain as to how she would cope, particularly as she plans to work fulltime.
And secondly, because she was unable to make a commitment to the children and would

poss::Li_bly like to have children of her own in the future. This would obvicusly be
complica
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May-Aug -

14.1.85.

24.1,85.

Name 3 Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER

- CASE NOTES

Home visits — 01.05.84, 04.06.84, 18.07.84 and 08.08.84.

Nicola and Kelly seen on all 4 visits and are very settled and content with
their grandparents. -Mrs Alexander went into hospital in early July for

an ear operation which left her feeling below par for several weeks, but
otherwise the home situation continued unchanged and without problems.

There was no contact from the girls' mother at all during this period and

the maternal grandfather continued to visit every Sunday af ternoon. Brian
Alexander remained out of work but seemed to have a steady girlfriend over
the summer and he introduced her to the children at his mother's house and
she and Brian took the girls out for the odd afternoon. However, although
the girls visited their daddy's house they did not stay overnight at all

and they remained quite happy to stay with their grandparents. Nicola

will begin Mossvale Primary after the summer holidays and Kelly will begin
part-time at Springbank Nursery. PA

Home visits 12.10.84, 13.12,84, Both children and Mrs. Alexander seen
on both occasions and Mr. Alexander on the latter. Brian Alexander not
seen as he has been working for a local painting and decorating firm in
the few weeks prior to Xmas. Because of this he has not visited the
children guite as often but still sees them several times a week and at
weekends. Tn fact the girls have now stayed overnight at Brian's house
on a couple of occasions and they appear to have enjoyed these visits.
Brign and his girlfriend are 8%ill very clese they have no plans to marry
vet at Brian is =111l awaiting a divorce. Apparently both zgirls get on
well with Brian's girlfriend but as yet Yrs., Alexander feels it is too
soon to try and decide a time for them returning to Brian's care,.

Nicola is now well settled into her school routine and Kelly, who is much
more precocicus is attending Springbank Nursery with no problems. There
hes been no contact from the girlt's mother at all but the maternsl grand--

father still visits every Sundey to spend a few hours with the girls.

A review hesring will be due in the new year and for the next 12 months
T feel it would be beneficial for the girls to remain the subject of home
Supervizgion orders, P.A.

Home visit, both girls-seen, again spoke to lr. & Nrs. Alexander but
unfortunately Brian was unable to keep this sppointment as he is working
this week. “hilst there are no particular problems in the nlasgment Mr. &
Mrs, Alexander still feel that Brian is not quite ready to shoulder the
responsibilities of looking after Kelly and Nicola full time and clearly
much depends on whether he will have a wermanent job and upon whether he
and his girlfriend have a long lasting relationship. Arranged to visit

Brisn and hig girlfriend at his house in Shortroods next weeks Pl
<o

Visited Brian and Jean at home at 39 lMossvale Sguare. The house is extremely
well Furnished and maintzined and the girl's bedroom is comfortable and
welcoming with a good collection of toys and personal bits and pieces.

Discussed the panel review report with Brien and Jean. They are still not
entirely sure of their own plans and not quite ready to commit themselves

to marriage plans. Houwever Brian confirmed that he would be hoping to get

the girls back permanently maybe the year after next i.e. 1986 if he and

Jean are settled and his divorce is through etc., and he stressed that he

does not intend that they group up in the care of his parents even though

he prefers this arrangement at present. Jean remained fairly quiet through-

out thig discussicn and she is not eager at this stage to attend the review
hearing. Pahe



Name : Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER

SUPERVISION NOTES

DATE

12.12.83 One piece of good news is that Mr Alexander has at last found a job,

Cont'd with RDC.  Although this is not a well paid job, Mrs Alexander was

pleased her husband is now the "bread winner" again and he too is
apparently very happy to be back at work. There is still no hope of

a job for Brian, however, and he continues to spend most of his days

just sitting around at his mother's house. Both children were happily
unaware of the adults' problems and were seen playing quite contentedly
together during this interview. They present as quite normal outgoing
girls and they are clearly very attached to Mrs Alexander and benefit

from her mothering and very loving relationship. PA

27.01.84 Home visits - spoke to Brian Alexander and his mother, and both

27.02.84 children seen. Much of the discussions of these visits centred on

the forthcoming review children's hearing and in Jjointly preparing a
report for the Panel, There has been no further contact from Sandra

and both Brian and hig mother feel that he is getting over fthe upset of

his marriage breaskdown now and he would be strong enough to resist

Sandra's influence even if she came back to Paigley in the near future.
Brian is still actively seeking a divorce despite legal complications,

and he is now looking into the future and his prospects of having the
children back should he remarry, although he has no regular girlfriend

at present. Assured Brian that his circumstances would be reaggessed

at that time and would be a pogsibility that he and a new wife could

have the children back. Mrs Alexander felt she would be happy for

Brian to have the children back if his circumstances do change in future.
Meanwhile, both she and Brian are content for the situation o remain

as it is and Brian, although misging the children, feels that his

parents are able to offer them a better family life at present than he

can., Mrs Alexander has now stopped wozrk to be at home fulltime with

the children and is enjoying having 2 little girls now after raising 4 sons of
her own. Both Mrs A and Brian feel that it would be good for Brian to
have the choice of staying overnight or keeping the children overnight at
his house occasionally however, which I feel is a reasonable request to put
to the Panel, Brian has taken the girls round to his house occasionally
for walks and they understand this is their daddy's house and enjoy visiting
it. Although the children don't remember living at the house Nicky recently
gsaw an 0ld family photo including her mother and she remembered her mummy,
and was able to discuss her very matter of factly with Brian and his father
who were at home. Nicky seems to simply accept her mummy has gone to
England without showing any signs of upset or guilt and without wanting
any particular explanstions yet of how this came about. In fact both
girls always impress as normal, carefree and well adjusted youngsters.

Mrs Alexander is a sensitive and loving caretaker and despite her own
feelings about Sandra, she is anxious not to belittle or deride the
children's mother to them as she appreciates this could be very damaging
and she is concerned to portray the marital breakdown, etc., in reasonably
positive terms to the children if they ask any questions about her mummy.

There have been no practical problems regarding the management of the
children and Brian still visits daily to play with the girls which they

look forward toe. Mrs Alexander mentioned, however, that the full fostering
allowance is being paid again despite the original agreement that an
amount equivalent to child benefit is stopped every month so that Brian |
can mzke this contribution to the girls' maintenance. I agreed to
contact the Finance Department about this before the next fogtering cheque
is due, PA

15.03.84 Review Hearing — Order continued but the conditions limiting Brien's

access now removed, so that he could stay overnight or keep the
children for overnights at his house if desired. PA

12.04.84 ! Phoned Mrs Alexander — explained I would be unable to visit until after
the Haster holidayse. No problems at present, other than Brian still not
[ having found a job, which can be depressing for him, PA



15/11/83
(Cont)

17/11/83

18/11,/83

01.12.83

01.12.83

12,12.83
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Name : Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER

Brian himself denied there would be any problem and as when discussing the
past child abuse charges against him, he does I feel tend to minimise
difficulties in these situations. Brian has been having regular time alone
with the children, has taken them to his brothers and to his own house for a
few hours to play there but on the whole he seems a fairly transient figure
in the childrens' daily routines, more like a visiting uncle than a father.
Mr Alexander seems to be the one usually left with the children when Mrs
Alexander is at work.

There has been no more contact from the childrens' mother although Mrs Alexander
does feel that she may phone around Nicola's birthday in early December or

Xmas time. 1t has already been agreed with the family that they will refer
sandra to the social work department before allowing her to speak to or see the
children.

Fostering application approved by Mrs Hamilton and Area Officerbarring

the signing of the medical forms by Dr Ireland. It was felt that Brian should
continue to contribute the Child Benefit to his parents so that he does not feel
left out of his childrens' care and the Fostering allowance will be reduced by
this amount.

Mrs Alexander rang and I informed her of the details and outcome of yesterday's
meeting. Also explained the feelings of the group that Brian should continue
to contribute his Child Benefit and the Fostering allowance will be reduced by
this amount. WMrs Alexander accepted this idea and mentioned that she and Brian
had been talking things over after my last visit. Brian is now beginning to
think about the children remaining with his parents beyond the next Hearing

as he has admitted to his mum that he would find it difficult to cope. MNrs
Alexander said she was relieved that Brian waes thinking along these lines now
as she feels he is not really mature enough to manage the 2 girls full time at
present.

FA
Home visit - saw Brian at home with the 2 girls, both Mr and.Mrs Alexgnder
being out. Nicola is 4 today and both girls were playing with her blrtbday
presents. Brian was not joining in the children's play at all gnd was in
fact quite short tempered witn them, expecting them to play sens1b}y and _
without noise. He raised his voice quickly and loudly to both chlléren if
they began to get at all silly or loud i t@eir play agd it was.posslble to
envisage him having great difficulty in coping alone w%th the glrls.and
possibly losing his temper when they made demands on him. Brian himgself
would not admit to not coping with the girls but he agrees he needg the
support of his mother and fathexr to help bring up.the girls. Ee is ‘
beginning to think in terms of it being in the children's b?st %nterests if
they remain with his parents in the immediate future.and Brian is content
to just be able to take them out when he feels like it. PA
Meme to Finance Dept requesting that fostering payments begin as soon as

possible, backdated to 17th November. PA

Home vigit - spoke to Mrs Alexander and delivered fostering handbook..

She has now received the first fogtering cheque and has given up hgr job

to be at home fulltime with the girls. She very much enjoys looking after
the children and again expressed the opinion that the children would be better
cared for by she and her husband than Brian. A Review Hearing will be due in
the New Year to determine the girls' future for the next 12 months or so, but
at present I am in agreement with Mrs Alexander and feel it remains in the
girls' best interests to remain with their grandparents.



Name 3 Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER

SUPERVISION NOTES

DATE

incidents on Sandra and claim she exaggerated the incidents and called the
police only to get at Brian, I felt some sympathy for Brian's situation
also and I feel he would be very careful to make sure no harm came to

the children if he had them out for a walk or to some entertainment.

Whe ther Brian would be able to cope with looking after 2 young children
by himself is another matter, although undoubtedly he will have a very
watchful eye kept on him by his own mother in future.

Nicola is due to go into hospital for a further eye operation on 1st
September, which if successful will mean she no longer needs glasses in
future. PA

23.08.83 Child Care Review. ©See minutes. PA
Main decisions were to allow Brian Alexander some flexibility in the

access arrangements so that he could at least take the children out for an
hour or two by himself, although no overnight care of the children. It was
agreed also that Sec. 12 grant be applied for immediately for new clothing
for the children. Although Form I' is now completed Senior felt it may be
more appropriate to pursue Section 12 payments rather than a formal related
fostering arrangement. I tend to favour the latter however and this will
be further discussed with the Area Officer before meking a final decision.

29/8/83% Home visit to complete Sec. 12 form for grant of £100.

7/10/83 Home Visit. Spoke to Mr & Mrs Alexander and Brian. He has not been able

to get a job yet and seems settled now for the winter. Both children seen,
very content and playful as usual and there have been no particular problems
in the family since my last visit. Nicola has had another small eye operation
for her squint and spent 1 day in hospital. Her dad, Brian, stayed overnight
with her and she was apparently soon recovered. Mrs Alexander commented that
Nicola never asked for her mum even when in hospital and there has been no
more contact from Sandra since the phone call earlier in the summer. The
children are now due their medicals and I agreed to deliver R.I.C. 3 later
today. Also the family have now spent the £100 grant but the children still
need one or two more winter clothes so I agreed to complete a further Sec 12
this afternoon. Returned to family in the afternoon and delivered R.I.C.3s
and completed Section12 for £50. TFostering assessment to be formally
discussed with Area Officer and Mrs Hamilton on 17th November.

14/11/83 Mrs Alexander rang to ask if their fostering application had been EA

approved yet. Explained there was to be a meeting about this later this
week and arranged to visit the family tomorrow. The family have now
received the last Section 12 grant of £50.00.

15/11/83 Home visit as arranged. Kelly seen but Nicola was at nursery again. Spoke

to Mr & Mrs Alexander and Brian. Although there are no problems with the
children the family are finding it more and more difficult to make ends

meet. Mr & Mrs Alexander are only £4 week better off with her working 25
hours a week and she is seriously considering stopping this employment as

she would prefer to be at home with the children full time. Brian is still
unemployed and unable to contribute much towards the childrens upkeep although
he does give his mother their child benefit book, buys them sweets etc. Brian
is still having some difficulties establishing legsl grounds for divorce but
he is quite determined to fight on and get the divorce and custody completed
as soon as possible. He is still hoping to have the children back permanently
with him after the next Hearing. This may not be supported by the Department
however as I feel Brian is still rather immature and I have some doubte about
him being able to deal with the children all the time and to take full
responsibility for their care.




Name:  Nicola and Kell:: ALEXANTER al

SUPERVISION NOTES

-

4th March 1983 3andra went to Bournemouth with another man.
17th March 1983 Brian released from prison.

04.08.83 Home visit — saw Brian, his parents and the 2 children. There has
been no further contact from Sandra since the phone call in June and
the home situation is now very settled. Brian is still seeing his
girlfriend regularly and now talking quite seriously of marriage. He
has told her of his past now but still hasn't brought her home to meet
his parents and the children. Brian is still very hopeful about
getting the children returned to him by the next review hearing but I
felt that Mr and Mrs Alexander would be quite happy for things to remain
as they are at least till both children are at school, once they are
receiving some fostering allowance to support the children. Mr and
Mrs Alexander, however, do feel a lot of sympathy for their son in that
he was, for example, not able to take the children out to the shows and
circuz recently without one of them accompanying him. They both feel
that he can be trusted to at least go into the town with the children
now but unless this is formally approved they will not allow Brian to
take the children., I suggested we discuss this at a review to be held
later this month. Apart from this, however, there are no particular
problems regarding the care of management of the children, and we
continued to complete the Form F. Medicals and references have

now been completed and hopefully the assessment should be completed

by the end of August and approved without too much difficulty in Sept. PA

22,08.83 Home visit - saw Brian and his parents. Kelly upstairs asleep and
Nicola now back at Springbank mursery school 2 hours per af ternoon.
Completed the final section of the Form F, which hopefully will be
assessed gometime in September. An internal child care review is also
to be held tomorrow at the Alexanders.

Brian informed me that ke is hoping to start a job in Elgin at the
weekend and this may lead to fulltime employment again in his trade

of painting and decorating. He enguired about the parental
contributions - he is at present on a nil assessment, and I explained
that he would be expected to contribute something to the children's
upkeep, depending on his wage. At present the family are struggling
financially to keep up with the cost of the children and mortgage with
Mr Alexander being unemployed and having few prospects of getting
another job in the foreseeable future.

Brian also informed me that he is now no longer seeing his former
girlfriend and he now sees this as having been a casuval relationship.

He is still pursuing his divorce and does hope to marry again

eventually but has no immediate plans. He has been working hard to

get his house redecorated and furnished over the last few months and

his main aim is to get the children back. If he does secure this job
for himself however, his mother and father will have to still provide a
main caretaking role for Kelly and Nicola even if there is no condition
of residence after the next Panel Review Hearing. Even so the family
a1l hope there will be a 1lifting of the present restrictions on Brian
having charge of the children by himself as at the moment he cannot even
take them out to the local shops without one of his parents accompanying
him, T assured Mr and Mrs Alexander that we would discuss this further
at tomorrow's review and I would call an early review hearing if necessary
to discuss this restriction. Both Mr and Mrs Alexander are feeling
this is unnecessarily punitive on Brian now and whilst they appreciate
the parents' concern for the children, they feel they can trust Brian

to not harm the children in any way. They still blame all the previous

incidents on /




Name ¢ Nicola and Kelly ALEXANDER

SUPERVISION NOTES

DATE
He has apparently been told of Mr and Mrs Alexanders' intention to apply
to foster and is in full agreement with this. PA
17.06.83 Visited SWD Dykebar and discussed the cage - see copes of reports from
Dykebar on Sandra. PA
30.06.83 Home visit to begin the Form F. Both grandparents, Brian and the 2

children seen. The 2 girls were playing in the back garden together

and having a dollies tea party, with lots of water and sand, etc., helped
by their papa. Nicola's nursery has now closed for the summer holidays
but Merksworth School is also closed for the summer, so Mrs Alexander is
at home all the time too. The family cannot afford a holiday this
summer but they have managed to get down to the coast for days during the
recent good weather. They have also been out with Mr and Mrs Alexanders'
other son's lamily for a run down the coast. Brian is in fact the
youngest of 4 sons,one in the army lives in England with his family but
the other 2 are married and in the Paisley area. They have all been
particularly supportive of Brian apparently during his marital
difficulties and since regarding his separation from the children. As
had been suggested by the Dykebar social workers, I got the impression
that Brian had been the "baby" of his family and never really had to
accept full responsibility for his behaviour as all his family were only
too ready to make excuses for him. Certainly Sandra appears to have
been quite a disturbed girl before she met Brian but together they were
quite an immature couple, with a lot of pressure on him consequently to
be the grown-up when Sandra could not cope with the role of wife and ~
mother, However, I still felt that Brian and his parents were tending
to deny the seriougness of his behaviour towards the children when he

was under pressure and they could not accept that the same could

Possibly happen in future if Brian was under similar pressure. On each
of the occasions involving his hurting the children, Brian had been
drinking quite a lot, although he is not a regular heavy drinker
according to his parents.

Brian was eager 1o brush over a lot of the events from the past but
eventually he was able to calm himgelf enough to give a fairly clear
chronological resume of the last couple of years - his marriage and
difficulties regarding the children: -

June 1980 Met his wife to be - Nicola was 7 months old.

Nov 1980 Brian married Sandra - living in Argyle Street in bought
house.

July 1981 Kelly born - Sandra depressed ?

Aug 1981 First charges of Brian assaulting Nicola ~ financial

difficulties with bills and mortgage.
Sept 1981 Sandra admitted to Dykebar hospital—
Nov 1981 andra returned home from hospital |GG
B :coonitted to Dykebar. Brian and children
moved in with parents and shortly afterwards joined by

Sandra

Feb 1982 Sandra, Brian and kids moved back to their own house in
Argyle St until they managed to sell it in July 1982.

July 1982 Sandra, Brian and kids rehoused by Council at Mossvale
Street.

Sept 1982 Brian appeared at Sheriff Court on a total of 5 charges

of agssaul ting Nicola. Convicted of 2 and eventually

sentenced to term of imprisonment at Barlinnie and Low on ¥ feb
| Moss.  Children remained with mother but she placed Py e
‘ them with paternal graridparents on 11th February 1983, L e

(fwv.&,;\y
— T,
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May 1983
19.05,83
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NIcola and Kelly ALEXANDER, 11 Merksworth Way

Case transferred from Dykebar Social Work Department to Craigielea House.
Home visit to introduce myself to the family. Met Mr Alexander the
grandfather and Brian Alexander the father of Nicola and Kelly. In

fact Nicola, 3} years, is not the natural child of Brian Alexander, but

was legally adopted by him when she was about a year old. She is the
natural child of his estranged wife Sandra Alexander from a relationship
before she married Brian. Kelly, ‘L year, is the natural daughter of
Brian and Sandra Alexander. Mrs Sandra Alexander is thought to be

living with another man in the Bournemouth area, England, and there

has been no contact with her since the 4th March 1983 when she left Paisley.
The marital home at 39 Mossvale Street is still occupied by Brian Alexander
but the 2 children are on Home Supervision Orders stating that they reside
with the paternal grandparents at 11 Merksworth Way following offences

of physical abuse by Brian Alexander to Nicecla, over the preceding 18
months. (See grounds of referral). Brian Alexander served 6 months
approximately in prison for these offences and was released in March

thig year. '

Nicola has long dark hair and is an attractive little girl, who wears
glasses to correct a squint. She seems to be about average intelligence
and has a serious looking face but smiles readily during play and has an
infectious giggle. She likes to boss her young sister and is something
of a character and a "granny" according to her papa, Mr Adam Alexander.
Nicola attends Springbank Nursery School part~time,

Kelly is a very pretty toddler with large blue eyes and short curly
blonde hair. She is not speaking yet apart from odd words but she
understands speech well and impresses as being a bright and happy
toddler. She also enjoys a game of rough and tumble play with her
sister Nicola and her dad Brian, but tends to go to Mrs Alexander, her
granny, for comfort and cuddles when tired or sleepy.

Although the children stay with their grandparents their father vigits
every day, for the full day and more or less only goes home to sleep.

He takes an active interest and involvement in helping his own father, who
is unemployed, look after Kelly and Nicola whilst Mrs Alexander is out at
work - she works part-time at Merksworth school.  Both Mr and Mrs
Alexander are careful, however, to keep to the letter of the law regarding
Brian's access to the children and they ensure that he never takes the
children out alone or is alone in the house with them. Regarding Brian's
offences of assaulting the children, they feel he acted out of
frugtration whilst under strain with marital difficulties and Brian and
his parents were at some pains to minimise the actual events, saying

he had only handled Nicola roughly not deliberately harmed.

Mr and Mrs Alexander seemed very trusting of their sork explanation and I
was a little concerned that all 3 adults denied the extent of the
assaults or the significance of Nicola being on the receiving end of her
father's temper. Mr Alexander added that Brian is not violent by nature,
just quick tempered like himself.

As far as the future is concerned, both Mr and Mrs Alexander and Brian
hope that the children can go back home to their father after the next
Review Hearing next year. Brian is presently decorating the house and
getting furniture together - Sandra apparently sold everything. He
also is seeing a regular girlfriend now and he is thinking in terms of
engagement, although she knows nothing of his past as yet. Brian has
no plans for a reconciliation with his wife and is actively seeking a
divorce and custody of the children, although this is being held up due
to lack of evidence apparently.

Both Brian /
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Both Brian and his parents accepted that the Panel would need to
make the ultimate decision regarding the return of the children and
that at the front of everyone's mind would be the prime consideration
of their physical safety with their father because of what had
happened before, Brian and his parents assured me they wanted to
co~operate fully with the Dept and the Children's Hearing.

So far Mr and Mrs Alexander have been supporting the children from
their own income of Mrs A's wage and Mr A's benefit plus child benefit
and a little financial help from Brian. -Brian has been unwilling to
accept the idea of fostering as he feels this would be an even greater
loss of his parental rights, I assured him this was not so and would
allow us to contribute to the maintenance of the children as his
parents are not finding it.easy to manage or give the children the
standard of living they prefer. Mr and Mrs Alexander agreed to talk
this over with Brian in the next couple of weeks and I agreed to call
back in about a month to see the children. In the meantime I agreed
to phone the DHSS to make sure that Mr Alexander is getting the full
possible allowance for the children. PA

Phoned DHSS, who confirmed that Mr and Mrs Alexander are receiving the
correct benefit for themselves and their 2 grandchildren. PA

Contacted Mr Spalding at Dykebar Hospital and arranged to wisit to
discuss the Alexander case next week. PA

Mr Adam Alexander called at office to discuss the financial situation
but I was away on holiday. PA

Returned from leave and phoned Mr Alexander. Apparently Brian

has been discussing fostering again with his parents and he has now
agreed that it would be in the children's best interesgts.if hig
parents applied to be related foster parents. Arranged to visit

as planned this afternoon and discuss further the proposed fogtering
assessment,

Home visit and saw Mr and Mrs Alexander, Brian and Kelly. Nicola
was out at nursery this afternoon. We discussed the legal position
of the children vis a vis the Panel Order and the implications of
fogstering in some detail. Brian now felt much happier with the
proposal to consider his parents as related foster parents to the
children and T agreed to start the application on my next visit.

The family informed me that they had had something of an upset just
last week when Brian's wife Sandra had phoned and asked to speak to
Nicola, Fortunately Mrs Alexander had answered the phone and she
had been quite pclite but firm with Sandra and refused to let her
speak to Nicola making the excuse that the child was at nursery.

I confirmed that I felt it would be disturbing at present for Nicola
to speak to her mother and that Sandra should not be encouraged to
phone. There has been no further contact since and I advised Mr and
Mrs Alexander to refer Sandra to the Reporter's Dept and myself
should she phone again, As for Nicola, she never mentions her
mother according to the Alexanders, although Mrs Alexander has made
it clear to the child that she is actually her nana and Brian is

her daddy. There is regular contact, however, from her other
granddad, Sandra's father, who is a taxi driver in Paisley. He
apparently gets on very well with the Alexanders and dotes on his

2 granddaughters and he usually has Sunday lunch with them and stays

at the Alexanders' house for most of Sunday afternoon and evening,
He has /
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Reporter to the Children’s Pane]
Reporter:
F. J. KENNEDY, LL.B,
MEMORANDUM
From: ..Reperter!'s Department To: ..Social Work Dept., .
Craigielea

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) 2)(3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the decision(s)
made by a Chiidren’s Hearing is/are* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:

24th August, 1988

i Kellie Alexander, Both: 44(1){a; sup. req.
" ~ Nicola Alexander, (with grandparents) terminated.
\M\.{‘V /11 Merksworth Way, -
»/ Paisley

STRATHCLYDE REGION
EASTWOOD/RENFREW DISTRICT
SOCIAL WORK OEPT

2 6 AUG 1988

passed tol,

Dare.. 25th August, 1988 | Luj lx/” f/”’lij_.”””

jorR cporier
*Delete as appropriate




Form 13 Instrument terminating supervision requirement.
i Rule 24

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968
THE CHILDREN’S HEARINGS (SCOTLAND) RULES 1986

@Mﬁ@/m //P)ﬁ A4

@@m

A children’s hearing for Strathclyde Region hereby terminate the supervision requirement

. £ Y4
attached and docqueted with reference hereto as from* %@Mﬁ/ R y 71

t/ rHont
il 7

Chatrman of the children’s hearing

I Place and dare

2 Date which termination is to take effect

WH&COLTD G—CP 13 ©
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STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

-’ Y Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter: "

F. J. KeENNEDY, LL.B.
SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

Herewith notification of a Hearing to be held on........ ... .00 0 o o s
At 2800 P e Withil, emmi 0N, B e smnenss
Paisley

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appearance

50/83 ~ Kellie Alexander, " 2.30 pm Review 48{2)
51/83 -7 Nicola Alexander
9 11 Merksworth Way,
Paisley
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11 Merksworth Way, Paisley Section of Lesislation:
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Scosca thor Boview and by whoo callegd:

Review has been called by the Local Authority and to request that the Supervision
Order (44.1(a)) now be terminated.

oy Grovsmés of Referral (if appropriate):

None.

Simnificent Chznges since Previocus Report:

Mr and Mrs Alexander (grandparents) now have legal custody of the girls.

z TR NeiEETes L cEnIhl O Eorss b

[ e —- = .
[TEEVENY - ol — ot

t

.-

The case was transferred from Shelagh McDiarmid (social worker) to
Anne McAdam (social worker) in February of this year.

~ + = et 4 = ~y o= -
Contact with other Azsncies:

Mossvale Primary School.

Zaport ¢:zpilizd byt Anne McAdam, Social Worker, Craigielea House, Blackstoun Road,
Paisley.

z3:  22.07.88



2.

Nicola and Kellie ALEXANIER (Cartirmed)

Home and Family Circumstances:

Nicola and Kellie Alexander have lived with their paternal grandparents, Evelyn and
Adem Alexander, since 11th February 1983. This arrangement began following the
breakdown of their parents' marriage. At the same time, the girls' father, Brian
Alexander, was in prison serving a three year sentence for assaulting Nicola, who is
his adopted daughter. Their mother, Sandra, whose exact whereabouts are aurrrently
wknown, left the children with their grandparents and moved away to somewhere in the
South of England. Nicola and Kellie have had little contact with their mother since
that time and the latter has never given any indication that she eitlier has any interest
in them or any intention of returning to her dayghters in Scotland.

Following their father's release from prison on 17th March 1983, both girls were
placed on a Home Supervisia Order, requiring them to reside with their patermal
grandparents and restricting their father's access and contact with them. Mr and Mrs
Alexander Snr were subsequently approved as related foster parents and have since
provided the children with an excellent level of physical and emotional care.

Both girls have formed very close bonds with their - grandparents although still
recognise and acknowledee that Brian Alexander is their father. The latter has
now remarried and both Nicola and Kellie appear to have a good relationship with
Jemn, their father's new wife. Indeed the girls continue to spend most Saturdays
with the couple and often stay overnight.

Over the past five years or so Social Work involvement has concentrated on trying to
support Mr and Mrs Alexander (Snr) with the care of the children. Although atteampts
have also been made at trying to rehabilitate the girls with their father, it appears
that Brian and Jean lack the comitment to caring for them on a fulltime basis.

Nicola and Kellie also have access to their maternal grandfather on a regular basis.
The latter has infrequent contact with the girls' mother and agrees that she has no
interest in retuming to them. He appears to suppart Mr and Mrs Alexander in caring
for Nicola and Kellie and feels that this is best place for the girls to be.

With the support and encoursgement of this department Mr and Mrs Alexander Snr were
encouraged to seek legal custody of the girls. It was felt that this would safeguard
and pranote the welfare of both children by providing permanence and security. At
the same time, Nicola and Kellie would be able tc maintain their identity with their
father, who has remained a prominent figure in their lives, as well as the other
menbers of their extended family.

On 25th February 1998, M- and Mrs Alexander were finally granted custody of

Nicola and Kellie by the Court. This has enzbled the children to become fully
integrated into their grandperents' home whilst still having access to their father
and other family members. .

Persanal :

1. Nicola: Nicola presents as an attractive, pleasant and rather shy eight year
old. She appears to be a contented little girl who presents few behavioural
problems. Nicola relates well to both other children and adults alike and appears
to have close relationships with both her grandparents and younger sister.
Despite having a fairly serious nature, Nicola plays well with Kellie and there
seems to be no untoward friction between them.

Generally, Nicola is a healthy little girl who has suffered no serious illnesses or
accidents. As the result of a squint, she wears glasses but this is likely to
correct itself as she gets older.

In her spare time Nicola is keen merber of the Brouwnies and also enjoys swimming.
Mrs Alexander has recently enrolled both girls for swimming lessons.

Continued ..../



Nicola and Kellie ALEXANTFR (Contimued)

School Situation:

Nicola: Reparts from Mossvale Primary on Nicola have always been very encouraging.
She is described as a very bright, intelligent little girl about whom the school have
never had any cause for concern. Nicola mixes well with the other children and

appears to enjoy school very much.

The school have no concerns about the general health and welfare of the girls and agree
that living with their grandparents is the best available option for both Nicola and
Kellie.

Assessmentc:

Nicola and Kellie have now been living on a permenent basis with their grandparents for
same five and a half years. Despite their age both girls appear to have a reasonable
wnderstanding of the reasons why this has been the case and are quite clear that they
dn't wish to return to live with their father on a permanent basis.

M and Mrs Alexander Snr have had a long and stable marriage. They are a pleasant
couple who have coped well with the respansibility of having to look after their
grandchildren and who have provided a canfortable and caring environment for Niccla
and Kellie to live in. o

At the present time there is no doubt that Mr and Mrs Alexander are the most suitable
people to continue bringing up the girls.

Mr and Mrs Alexander actively encourage the girls to have regular access to their
father, Brian and also to their maternal grandfather. The couple view this as an
impartant part of the children's life and would meke every effort to ensure that this
cantirmues.  Although he still has a lot of feelings and love for both girls, Brian
Alexander has clearly stated that, due to his new marriage and personal circumstences,
he feels unable to care for the girls on a fulltime basis. He fully supparted Mr and
Mrs Alexander Snr's custody application and his relationship with the girls has remained
relatively unchanged since the order was gramnted.

Tt is now sane four years since the children's mother has made any contact with them.
Sendra Alexander still resides somewhere in the South of England and through occasional
cantact over the years with both her own father and the children's current carers, she
has indicated that she a) has no intentions of ever returning to care for her children,
and b) is happy for Mr and Mrs Alexander to bring the girls wp.

Recamendation:/

Contimued ..../



4.

Nicola and Kellie ALEXANER (Continued)

Recommendation:

Given the above, it is the feeling of this Department that Mr and Mrs Alexander Sr
no longer require Social Work support in looking after their grandchildren. Over the
past few years they have demonstrated beyond all reasonable doubt that they are most
appropriate and capable people to undertake this task. The couple are aware that if
in the future they require any advice or assistance from this Department, they can
approach the office at any time.

Tt is therefore respectfully suggested that consideration be given “to terminating
the 44.1(a) Hame Supervision Order to which the girls are currently subject.

WM&M ;

Ame McAdam -
Social Worker
22nd July 1988

AVcA/CG
Craigielea House
Blackstoun Road
PATSIEY




Form 12 Instrument continuing supervision requirement.
Rule 24

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968
THE CHILDREN’S HEARINGS (SCOTLAND) RULES 1986

At! @ﬂdﬂwﬂ\s b&‘pi‘) iR il &7
3k sewen S,

i

S A Lc";/
A children’s hearing for Strathclyde Region, considering that the supervision requirement
attached and docqueted with reference hereto is due to expire on®> , § /2 - FT,

and being satisfied that it is proper so to do, hereby continue the said requirement in force.
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Chairman of] hildren’s hearing

| Place and date

2 Insert date being one year from the making or last review of the
requirement whichever last occurred

WH&COLTDG—CP12 ©
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‘ ’ ISWD/?_
STRATHCLYDE REGEONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’.s Panel

Reporter:
F. J. KENNEDY, LL.B.

SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

10.00 am within... The Hearing Room, ... ...

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appearance

51/83 // Nicola Alexander 10.45 am Annual Review
&S\ (01.12.79)
50/83 /Lfc. Kelly Alexander
(08.09.82)
c/o 11 Merksworth Way
Paisley

To SWD:- Craigielea

i

k for Reporter




_ SWD/6
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter:

F. J. KENNEDY, LL.B.

MEMORANDUM

From ... Reporters Department . g kEecEre Werls DEREGEIeDg

SUBJECT: SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1968 SECTION 48(5)

SUPERVISION REQUIREMENT REVIEWS

The undernoted* is/are subject to supervision requirement(s) which it is now necessary to review

= o E] 2] + '7
Please submiit social background report(s) not later than Y e,

(Where applicable, background reports should also be requested from residential establishments)

50/83 Kelly Alexander
(09.07.81)
51/83 Nicola Alexander
Sy (01.12.79)
A (S

) 39 Mossvale Crescent
Paisley

4
~
N / vy
pate .. 200 1T = Waltd  Jhe......
for Reporterr !
*Delete as appropriate



CP12

Instrument continuing supervision requirement.
(Rule 22).

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

At

cé«éﬁws /%w
/ ,/6’/39%@44”7"‘

A children’s hearing for the Strathclyde Region considering that [the foregoing supervision require-

ment] or [the supervision requirement attached and docqueted with reference hereto] is due to
—_—

expire on2 2.3 W r28?

and being satisfied that it is proper so to do, hereby continue the said requirement in force.

%’/ ......... A i
Chairman cf the children’s hearing

1 Place and date

2 Insert date being one year from the making or last review
of the reguirement whichever last occurred

W8695



SWD/19"

/-'.

/’rfAfHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL
/ Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Keporter:

: WX R MERH 0K XKBX
g F J Kennedy L1 B
- MEMORANDUM

Reporters Department Social Work Department

From: To:
Craigielea
) Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the decision(s)
made by a Children’s Hearing is/are* undermnoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:
50/83 18 December 1986 Kelly Alexander 44(1)(a) Supervision
= : (09.07.81) Requirement with
51/83 Nicola Alexander grandparents continued
Q (01.12.79)
é\l\ c/o 11 Merksworth Way
Paisley

4 i‘hj'hCLYJE W
Eﬁ.smfocm:a;ur:.ﬁ.a..:v By

SOCIAL WonK pips

23DEC 556

Passed to:
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Date o O okt
for Reporter

*Delete as approprute
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A . O, - of REVIeW weovvenennn.
SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT OUECONE ws aninineinie asinimse sinie s nis
RENFREW DIVISION e e A R e T W TR .

REVIEW REPORT FOR CHILDREN'S HEARING

Nicola ALEXANIER 0L.12.79
Name o....JEllie AUZANER & o eeeesesssess Date of Birth ...000%8L . __. RS
Address (and home address if different) School ..., Mssvale Primary = i e B
9(9.‘?.‘?51.?[.5..A(.h.qf\}e.’ﬁx.h‘..............-...... Religion weccessssssensssssnsssnossssnancans
1L Mecarth Wy, Daisley sses eeesrescsssessasa Section of Legislation: {}L} 16&3

Reason for Review and by whom called:
Al Review.

New Grounds of Referral (if appropriate):
/

Significant Changes since Previous Report:

Brian Alexander married Jean Flaming in March of this year.

Changes in Social Work Department or Worker:

Case transferred to Shelagh McDiarmid December 1965.

Contact with other Agencies:
Mossvale Primary Schoal.

Report compiled by: Shelagh MDiarmid, Social Worker, Craigielea House, Blackstoun Road, Paisley

Date Report completed: 11th Decamber 1966.




...2._
- Nicola and Kellie ALEXANDER (Cartirued)

WORK UNDERTAKEN:

1. At a Child Care Review in February of this year Brian Alexander expressed a desire
1o have his children returned to him. A plan was therefore devised whereby access
to him would be stepped up and overnight stays would be gradually increased over a
period of 6 months. However, it quickly became apparent that Brian and by then his
wife Jean, had no real comnitment to this plan and in fact access was not at any stage
increased rather the children continued as before staying overnight on a Saturday.
At another Child Care Review in August, Brien Alexander stated that he and Jean had
decided that the children should remain with their grandparents. The reasons for this
seem 1o be twofold - firstly, Brian and Jean had decided that they could not make the
necessary commitment to the children within their marriage or personal circumstances,
and secondly, that Brian felt that to move the children when they had been with his
parents for a period of 3 years would be overly disruptive. He also recognised the
close bond which exists between Mr and Mrs Alexander and Nicola and Kellie. The
decision was therefore taken that Mr and Mrs Alexander would apply for custody of
the children under the Children's Act 1975 but would continue to afford access to
Brian a a regular basis. The application is currently being processed.

2. Brian Alexander also undertook to explain to Nicola and Kellie why they came to
live with their grandparents and also to tell Nicola that she was adopted by him.
Tt seems that he has executed this task with sensitivity and there have been no
adverse affects of which I am aware.

ASSFSSMENT AND RECOMMENDATTON:

The Social Work Department are in support of Mr and Mrs Alexander's application for
custody. It is felt that this would be in the best interests of the children offering
them long term security whilst continuing to give them access to their natural father
and ensbling them to maintain that identity with him. Both children recognise that
M and Mrs Alexander are their grandparents and that Brian is their natural father.
There has been no contact with their natural mother, Sandra Alexander, for some three
years. Nicola and Kellie, although limited due to their age in their understanding
custody, have grasped the basic concept and Kellie in particuler is quite clear that
she would not want to retumn to stay with her father.

Given that the custody application is still being processed, it would seem appropriate
for the supervision requirements to be continued in respect of both children.

cD/CG
Craigielea House
Blackstoun Road
PATSLEY
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STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter: .

VOB KACCIRBGTIRY XL
F J Kennedy L1 B
SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appearance

(09.07.81)
#Nicola Alexander
(01.12.79)
c/o 11 Merksworth Way
Paisley

50/83 @/ #Kelly Alexander 10.00 am Annual Review
v

51/83

To SWD Craigielea

* Reports must be in my hands by 12 December 1986 ,-»{?:;L-JO“

10 December 1986 /é/@b( ///;%/

Date isieisviisssadiossnnsasssidvessisis GUEERGRTREE e S R e i e S e e e
for Reporter
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A EVIEW - REPORT F OK CEILDKENRK'S EEAKRING

1/12/79 & 9/7/81
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DEL& Of B)Tth --llb......ll"l'...l-...

Mossvale Primary & Springhank....

tocresc (and home addrest 1f different) School Nu'r‘s'e'r"y'.”.""

c/o Alexanders.(Grandparentsde . o«-=>"7- HEelifiOL eseosmssoeonmoncnoss®
R VA A L5 2, s 5

11 Merksworth Way.,. Pﬁisley......’.....;. Sectiorn of lepislation:
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3 v . A
hessor for keview anc by whor cellec:

Annual Review.

hew Grounde of heferral (3if hppropriate):

T {icant Chanpes ©ince Previous Keport: .

Since the last review hearing in February 1985 the family situation has remained much the same. The girls
continue to see their father and his girifriend, Jean, on a regular basis and generally stay overnight
Saturday/Sunday ay Brian's house. Brian is presently awaiting the finalisation of his divorce. BHe and Jean

plan to marry next year. Brian is employed by a local firm of painters and decorators and Jean has a part
time job sponsered by M.S.C.

Changes in Social Work Department or Worker:

Due to the transfer of the previous worker to another Area Office the case was re-allocated in August 1985.

Since then I have seen Nicola and Kelly at home with theirgrandparents on three occasions and have visited
Brian and Jean at Mossvale Street.

Contact with Other Agencies:
Mossvale Primary — Nicola.
Springbank Nursery - Kelly.
Report Compiled by:

Mrs J. McLeod, Social Work Assistant, Craigielea House, Blackstoun Road, Pa_isley.

b S —aAde 174 Naromhar 108K



Wark Undertaken:

The two children have lived with their paternal grandparents since February 1983. At this
time their father was in prison having been found guilty of assaulting Nicola, his adopted
daughtter. The children were left by their mother with the patermal grandparents and have
stayed there since. Mrs Alexander moved to the South of England and apparently plans to
remain there. She has no contact with the children. '

Mr & Mrs Alexander Snr were subsequently approved as related foster parents and have since
provided the children with an excellent level of physical and emotiocnal care.

Social Work involvement during the past year has conftinued to support this arrangement,
the aim being to encourage and develop Brian Alexander's relationship with the children
with a view to eventual rehabilitation.

Assessment & Recammendation: .

»

As stated, Nicola and Kelly have been cared for by their grandparents for almost three
years. Throughout that time, their father has remained a prominent figure in their lives
and the father/child relationship appears spontaneous and warm. Progress towards
rehabilitation has been slow, however, due to Brian's previous somewhat unsettled
situation and his gpparent lack of confidence in his ability to cope with the children on
a permanent basis.

In order to prevent firther drifting of the situation it is felt that at this point there
is a need for a more structured form of social work intervention. Future work with the
family therefore will include clearly defined goals to encourage and support the process
of' rehabilitation.

Given that the outcome of this work cammot at this stage be predicted it would seem
appropriate that the supervision orders be continued.

Jemmifer Mcleod (Mrs),
Social Work Assistant.

JMCL/IR
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Wicols & Felly ALIKANDE

Nicola = Moszvile Drimary
Kelly - Springbank Wursery School.

{ N .
¢/o Alexander (grundparents}
11 Merksworth Yay,
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a) Social Work
o
,,,, . ) R g 3 Ao -

Hrian Alexander (24) 3% Vossvale mtreeh.( 2 zert& Hecorator
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Jince the last Annual Review Ranort was writtan in March 1984 the ~ituation

Wran, Alexander and theltr 2 gronddavghiers has ragsdnad mueh the game
Opien Slexander, hes coptinmed to wigit resularly and about once o

#irle

e bhe

he hos had Nicols and Yelly to ntay overnisgbt at hic hopee with himsell nnd hie o
of the past few months. fhe ziris appear o enjoy these weskends w th theiy fath
i 11 anal

they alsc seem
divorce s¢ he and his &
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2l girm of painterg anc decorators,

to ~et on well with his sirlfriend. &b npesent Tirizn is sti
srifpiend have no clear cub marrisse plang g
nipce the autumn Brisn has been ahle to find
althouch thie job

2

., &
some sporadic emnpleyvment with a loc
is by no means secure or permanent s

Nico's has been atiending ¥omsvale 'incary School aince fupat and ¥ i
attending Sprinsbank Tursery pithonsh T have not felt i% wne necessary or £671
to more formal conmtoct with either arency at this stage.

-

:’[ . e 'y . 03 s . N . . s
Miss P. Atkinson, Social dorker, Craigielea Iouse, Black-toun Road, Prisley.

16.1.85
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Cifon‘t inU.a,‘b i On/ XK
Micola & lelly ALEASTDER

Work Un’'ertalen:

The children were placed on supervisicn initially to provi'e them with a safe
and stable home base with their paternal grandparente. Gocial werk intervention
over the past year has continued to support this arraon ement in verious ways as
required, In addition the =im of the work over the last vear in particular hag
heen to increasingly eacourage and develop Brian' contact and relationchip

with the children in the hope thet they will eventually be rehabilitated with
their father, Althoush all the femily, inclrding Brian, feel that rehabilitation
ij# not a practical option at vresent, thin s are sloirly movinr towerds this
situation. Brian himself «ti1l lacks some confidence in his own shilities to
cope with the children full time and ¢learly much will depend on whether he is
sinele or marrierd, workine or unemployed.

Recruse the heme circumstances are ~wite settled now and the Femily have shouwn
themselves cap~hle of making zood prorTess CVeT the vast vear, vicitine has been
only once every 2 = 3 months in accorcance with the besriinz out re-ulations.
The childrsn have been sefn tomether at their vats nal grandperevis home etther
in the care of Ir. & lir~. hl=xander and/or their father. At the time of writing
the report T intend aleo to visit Brian Al xander and his ~irlfrien? ol hig ovn
home since the children will probably be rrmending increasine amounts of time
there over the next rears.

There are no plans at present for the authority to apply for an agrunplicn of
parental rights.

Thiqievwl of work zppears to have been abont risht in terms of £llo in there
to be a satisfactory level of monitoring and a rorgonable level of control and
avtonomy ° 1eft to the family to develop thodiy own relationships ant ware of
desline with their rroblems.

Agzessment & Recommendations:

te stoted above, T fesl that the family are slowly moving towards the
pehabilitation of the childron with their fother if the pre~ent frends contioue.
Viore immedistely, it is enviseeed that the girls will gper. Gore t4me, ovarnight
stays and posuibly holideve with their father ant hig zirlfrisn: over the nert
few monthse.

o ever, T Ffeel % is smporiant that the family wre generaily allowsd WG 7OVe

ot tha‘r own place regarding pehabhilitation, Tn view of +thie and the other
facte stated ahove, such an the uncertaiaty around Trian'c own ¢ireumatrnces atb
present, T fecl it weuld still be sppropriate tr nontinue the =uperv’sion rriers
in thig onse for the next twelve months.

P, Atkinson (iss)
Socizl Yorker.

vA/MED
16.1.85



SWD/19

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporier:
F J Kennedy LLB
MEMORANDUM
From: ...Reperter's Office . . To: ..50¢Aal Work Departments

..Clarkston/Johnstone/

Craigielea House

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1HQ)G)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrumenti the decision(s)
made by a Children’s Hearing is/are* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Dare of Hearing Name: Decision:
24. 1.86
50/83 ; KELLY ALEXANDER (8.9.82) 44(1)(a) Continued c/o
51/83 " <A s~ NICOLA ALEXANDER (1.12.79) grandparents for both girls
- ITt-l/ 39 Mossvale Street
i Paisley

T STRATHCLYUE REGION
2 STWOODIRENFREW DISTRICT
sociaL WORK DEPT

30 JAN 138 ;

i Jor Reporter
*Delete as appropriate
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FORM 12 i Rule 22

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

Instrument continuing supervision requirement SMED

(FPlace and date) o~
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A children’s hearing for "4 uue s /"/" —

considering that [the foregoing supervision requirement}* [the supervision requirement attached and

-

docqueted with reference hereto}* is due to expire on » 7 -

2 6.

, and being satisfied that it is
proper so to do, hereby continue the said requirement in force.

/Y aperet™) S biokn

/ an'rman of

the Children’s Hearing

*Delete where appropriate
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SWD/7

/RATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:

W 3B x BAHRA KBOORS XKE.
F J Kennedy LLB
SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971--RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appearance

50/83 KELLY ALEXANDER (8.9.82) 11.15 a.m. Annual Review

51/83 NICOLA ALEXANDER (1.12.79) 4
39 Mossvale Street
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1/12/79 & 9/7/81

L\ NlCOla & Kelly Alexander - " & = Date o{ Blrt}l .-I'-O..--I...I-‘.'......
WGPt esssswswsssssessseressssd sranme e
Mossvale Primary & Springhank ....
hscres: (and home addrese af different) School RYSTXTTLTEL
...C/0 Alexa d@li‘;.(.cﬂ“.a.l’)dparents).-........ HElifiOL saseossasrsensmocsorccs

11 Merksworth Way,. Paisleye.ceacecennke- Sectior of legislation:

Father - Brian Alexapder,.39.Vossuale Street, Paisley.
hespon Jor Keview anc by whor cslled: o

Annual Review.

Inew Grounde of referral (af hppropriate):

©apguificant Chsugpes Since Previous kKeport:

Since the last review hearing in February 1985 the family situation has remained much the same. The girls
continue to see their father and his girlfriend, Jean, on a regular basis and generally stay overnmight
Saturday/Sunday agz Brien's house. Brian is presently awaiting the finalisation of his divorce. He and Jean

plan to marry next year. Brian is employed by a local firm of painters and decorators and Jean has a part
time job sponsered by M.S.C.

Changes in Social Work Department or Worker:

Due to the fransfer of the previous worker to another Area Office the case was re-allocated in August 1985.

Since then I have seen Nicola and Kelly at home with theirgrandparents on three occasions and have visited
Brian and Jean at Mossvale Street.

Contact with Other Agencies:
Mossvale Primary — Nicola.
Springpank Nursery — Kelly.
Report Compiled by:

Mrs J. Mcleod, Social Work Assistent, Craigielea House, Blackstoun Road, Paisley.
Dante Heport Completed: 17th December 1985.



Work Undertzaken:

The two children have lived withh their patermal grandparents since February 1983. At this
time their father was in prison hawving been found guilty of assaulting Nicola, his adopted
daughter. The children were left by their mother with the paternal grandparents and have
stayed there since. Mrs Alexander moved to the South of England and apparently plans to
remain there. She has no contact with the children.

Mr & Mrs Alexander Snr were subsequently approved as related foster parents and have since
provided the children with an excellent level of physical and emotional care.

Social Work involvement during the past year has continued to support this arrangement,
the aim being to encourage and develop Brian Alexander's relationship with the children
with a view to eventual rehabilitation.

Assesement: & Recamendation: . =

»

As stated, Nicola and Kelly have been cared for by their grandparents for almost three
years. Throughout that time, their father has remained a prominent figure in their lives
and the father/child relationship appears spontanecus and warm. Progress towards
rehabilitation has been slow, however, due to Brian's previous somewhat unsettled
situation and his apparent lack of confidence in his ability to cope with the children on
a permanent basis.

In order to prevent further drifting of the situation it is felt that at this point there
is a need for a more structured form of social work intervention. Futire work with the
femily therefore will include clearly defined goals to encourage and support the process
of rehabilitation.

Given that the outcame of this work carmot at this stage be predicted it would seem

gppropriate that the supervision orders be continued.

Jemifer Mcleod (Mrs),
Social Work Assistent.

JMCL/IR
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STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:
Wi R Meoregor, TR,
F J Kennedy L1 B
MEMORANDUM
t Social Work Department
From: . [Reporters Department =~ Tor i WOTX 2 R

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the decision(s)
made by a Children’s Hearing is/are* undernoted.

Amnnexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Daze of Hearing Neme: Derision,
o &

20 February 1505
50/8'% u Kelly Alexander Supervision reguirement
2 i d N L ) =
51/83 " Nicola Alexander 44(1) (a) continued with
33 Kossvale Street grandparents

—————

*Delete as appropruate




FORM 12 a Rule 22

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

Instrument continuing supervision requirement

(Place and date) 6{-‘:& wl '3 }”DD e 2.8
2

/7/&)7‘54' 7,
2’4:50‘37

-
A children’s hearing for &"Q"t‘kﬂ‘f eé‘)’ﬂc

considering that [the foregoing supervision requirement]® [the supervision reguirement attached and

—
docgueted with reference hareto]* is dus to expire on ¢ €-3 &3 , and being satisfied that it is
proper so tc do, hereby continue the said requirameant in force, - /

B s, P . L B
Chairman of
the Chiltran's Heaiing

Py =) -~ 2o -~ Py
*lzicte whete approptisis

—

Dd 24800472883 K132 Ed (8191) SBN 11 480834 3



SWD/7

oTRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNJIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:
R NG RGORPIE
F J Kennedy L1B
SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE §

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

Herewith notification of a Hearing to be held on... WEDNESDAY 20 FEBRUARY 1985 res

at...... 6 O O Pelle i within,..,  12$,, 2580 ing Room e,

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of zach case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appeararice

B

P pp—

" STRATHCLYDE REGION
EASTWOQD/RENFREW DISTRICT

B e SOCIAL WORK DEPT
n JOEHSTONE 'r 13FEB 935
Passed 10%..ovmminssermremmsmsrmmmsirssiass i
i DKz
g e —
! s _—

11 February 1985
for Reportlr
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SWD/6

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:
VxR GREGARKKR -
MEMORANDUM
From...... Reporter's Department . .. To....Social Work Department . . .
....... 34 Newton Street. .. ... ....Craigielea House . ...

.........................................................

SUBJECT: SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1968 SECTION 48(5)

SUPERVISION REQUIREMENT REVIEWS

The undernoted* %s/are subject to supervision requirement(s) which it is now necessary to review

.......................................

Please submit social background report(s) not later than........ 19.1.85
(Where applicable, background reports should also be requested from residential establishments)

[\ Alexander Kelly 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley
Nicola Kelly 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley

for Reporter

*Delete as appropriate



CP1l Supervision requirement varying existing supervision
requirement. . (Rule 22).

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

Ap TR S caldagn Haovinngy (SvEnan

2 Ao Shrent
/)09\//(.2@, "S‘;} NM‘:’(/H- CTTR

A children’s hearing for the Strathclyde Region by way of variation of [and in substitution for] the

p 97 e
supervision requirement dated? / 7 A i A @ B

to which? M c ¢ Cac A’(Q.Xocup,&,% AHoxoonolan €7 Mo (s oL Vv,

) o<
. , o o Svual vl
is subject, hereby require h@~  [to-reside-ind Flae P «ot ot S

. \ 4‘,59 < h S Y
[to be under the supervision of> /Sé‘\éi D‘”E ) “fj:cu da‘;:fy O ]

subject to the conditions noted below and the said requirement dated

is hereby revoked.

SUPERVISION REQUIREMENT

H+—The-ehild is-required-to-observe the-rules-of-conduct of-the-residential-establishment.
+2."The Tequirenent to_reside-is—subjest to—the discrotion of—the Tmamagers -of—the Tesidential
-establishment te-gpa.nt—l;\amfnabsem-&em-ﬁmMe-tkHe.

3
<ttt
. AT
Am - y
EseamasassesseraNeres Rt e n e asasRTa s Tasssasetataasananas
Chairman of the children’s hearing
1 Place and date 4 Name of residential establishment
2 Date of previous supervision requirement 5 Name of local authority or other supervisor
3 Name of child
t Where a supervision requirement requires a child to reside in a residential establishment, conditions 1 and 2 shall be inserted in the super-

vision requirement.

. W8694
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50/83
51/83

. /\
TRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNC, .

/

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:
R IMEB R T X
F J Kennedy L1 B
MEMORANDUM
Social Work Department
From: ReportersDepartment TO:  .anenesnsassnmsiisidiiminisiisss p

Craigielea / Glen Street
Johnstone _

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc (Scotland) Rules 1971—-Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the decision(s)
made by a Children’s Hearing is/are* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:

15 March 1984

" Kelly Alexander Supervision requirement

" Nicola Alexander varied to one in terms of
.c/o 11 Merksworth Way 44(1).(a) with condition
Paisley they reside with grandparents

Date 19 March 1984 "."ﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁfﬁ?%k@mi?%????£;;§22222?7

for Reporter
*Delete as appropriate
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SWD/7
SIRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNIL

-~

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter:

A RO REGOR 3 38,
F J Kennedy 11 B
SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

..................................................................

9+30am

............................................................

.......................................................................................

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case

Reason for Appearance

Kelly Alexander . 10.15am Annual Review
Nicola Alexander 10415am Annuil Review
c/o 11 Merkswoth Way

Paisley

for Reporter




Strathelpde Regional Qto,u_n,ril_ ><
Casttvood/ Renfrew Bistricy |

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

W.J. PARKER
District Manager

NICOLA AND KELLY
ALEXANDER or_ 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley

SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT ON

Court:~ Children's Hearing at I;aisley Age and Date of Birth:-— Nicola - 3 yrs,
01 Y 12. 790

Kelly - 1 yr,
Date of Court:— 18th April, 1983, Religion:~ Prot, 4 .09,07.81, L

Offence:-Ref. under Sec.32(2)(d) ang _ - -
" Ref. under Seo. 32(2) (4) ecupation;
and (dd) of the Social Work(Scotland)Act 1968,

Previous Offences: — -

Nicola and Kelly Alexander reside with their grandparents
Adam Alexander (54 years) and Evelyn Alexanden (55 years) at the
above address,

39a Mossvgle Street, Paisley, since his release from prison on
17%h March, 1983, :

Sandra Alexander, aged 20, the children's mofher, left the children.
with the patermal grandparents and went out of town with another man
8 week 'before her husband's discharge from prison, Her whereabouts

are unknown.

The Children's Hearings have been held on behalf of the children

on 10,03,.83, and 30.03.83,, and a Place of Safety Order was issued.
The place chosen was with their grandparents where they remain to the
oresent, The children appear happy and are loved and well cared for.

The Alexanders first came to the attention of the Social Work Dept.

in September 1981 when the children's mother was an Shenahbant o
Dykebar Hospital

A meeting, held at Dykebar on 11.01.82, and.attended by all concerned
with their case, decided it was umecessary to place the children's.
names on the NAI Register at this timey nor was the question of doing
So0:raised at another case conference on 28,05,82, despite further -
allegations of ill—treatment, marital disharmony end y at one point,

separation, Throughout this period frequent visits were continued, .
by. Mrs, Grigor, Social Work Assistant; Mr, Thomson, Commuplty Nurses
and myself, Rehousing was also arranged during this period via,

the special cases committee,On 24.06.82, Nicola was assaulted by her
father - he was arrested, The following NAI Case Conference held'On-
28.09.82, recommended the children be placed on the NAI Register. This
was promptly done, Mr, Alexander appeared in Court. He was released

on Bail which he promptly broke by calling on his wife, - He gas
ultimately imprisoned for three months and released ‘on' 17.03.83..

veoes/=
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- Throughout all this family's tribulations the paternal grandparents
have been supportive and responsible. They show their disappointment
and disapproval of their son and his actions but. do not reject him,
Most important of all, they care for the children, providing them with

the stability and love they so greatly need,

CONCIUSTION: | - |
T_do not hesitate to suggest the children remain with their

grandparents, but feel they should be placed on supervision
with a strong recommendation that their father's access be:
restricted ang supervised at all times, '

WJ SPAIDING, ' : WIS /IS,
SOCIAL WORKER, . 04,83,

Social Work Dept.,
Dykebar Hospital,
Grahamston Road,
PAISIEY,



7 WHACOLTDC “pup Form of statement b *porter of grounds for the

referral of a case 1o g caildren’s hearing. (Rule 15).

»

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

1 NICIOLA ALEXANDER (born 1,12, 79), 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley,

That she is a child in respect of whom an offence mentioned in
Schedule 1 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1975, has
been committed, being grounds for referral in ternms of

Section 32(2)(d) of the Soeial Work (Scotland) Act, 1968,

SRATEAJEPTF()FI%&CTS
In support of the zbove condition it is Stated: -

That Nicalsa Alexander was born, so far as has been ascertained, on
1st, December, 1979, =nd normally resides in family at 39 Mossvale Street,
Paisley, together with her,father, Brinn Alexander, her nother Sandra
Gray or Alexander and her sister Kelly who was born on 8th, Séptémber,1932:

That on 17th, January, 1983, the child's father, the saigq Brian Alexander,
was found suilty in Paisley Sheriff Court of an offence mentioned in
Shedule 1 of the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1975, nzmely that he dig

'Between 1st, and 31st, August, 1981, in the house at 4 Argyle Street,
Pdisley, assault Nicola Alexander, by'pulling her from her bed, shaking
her and throwing her to the floor; ang further, .

On 23x4, September, 1982, in the house at 39 Mossvale Street, Paisley,
assault the said Nichola Alexander, taking hold of her by the neck,
lifting her by the neck, shaking her violently and dropping her onto

the floor! ) .

Such assault being grounds for referral in terms of Section 32(2)(d) of the
Social York (Séotland)'Act, 1968,

...... st Maxch o 19,83 Qﬂm«um/’rh«‘/iw

for  Reporter

consider what is best for the child, as if these gfounds had been accepted. If the sheriff decides that no grounds

I Name p_n& address of child * Address of reporter

34 Newton Street
-Paisley,



b Strathclyde

SUPPLEMENTARY REPORT ON:-

The Alexander Family,

39 Mossvale Street, Paisley. ,
Children: - Nicola Edob'0-1.12.79)EDRSN 326;
' Kelly (dob 08.0%.8¢) (DRSN 237

. - i 7
Please see attached Court Report on Brian Alexander.

The wife of the above-named, Sandra Livingstone Gray or Alexander:
(dob 27.11.61.) aged 21 years, is the youngest of three children -
born to Robert Gray, a sixty year old taxi driver and his wife
Jessie Carswell or Gray, who died aged thirty-eight in 1970 when
her youngest daughter was nine years old. Her older brother,
Robert, aged thirty-two left home and has not been heard of by the
family for eight years. Her sister, Anne Adams, aged twenty-eight
is divorced from her husband and lives with her seven month old son
and boyfriend locally. The family is not a close one and seldom

is in contact.

THE HOME: The Alexanders live in a three-apartment modern

Torroced house situated in a fairly attractive part of Paisley.

The home is well furnished and decorated, and is maintained to a

high standard. Mrs., Alexander's homekeeping is good and her care

of the children is such that they are well fed, warm, and suitably
dressed for the time of year. She has, however, since her husband's
imprisonment been entertaining numerous friends of both sexes until
late at night, causing complaints from the neighbours, At present
she and her children spend a good deal of their time with a young.
couple at 41 Caledonia Street, Paisley. This, she claims,is for

the company.

PERSONAL HISTORY: Sandra Alexander was born in Paisley and has
I3ved here all her life. She attended Amochrie Primary School

and her secondary education took place at Camphill .. She left to
attend Reid Kerr College at the age of fifteen but truanted most
of the time. She states she was not successful at school and left:
without gaining any formal educational qualificationss.

Mrs. Alexander became pregnant in- 1979 and Nicola was born on 01,12.79.
She married Brian Alexander on 07.11.80, having knovn him four months,
He is not the father of Nicola but ‘subsequently adopted her, Kelly
was born almost a year later, 09,07.81., and the couple went to live
with his parents.  They later purchased an old tenement house in
Argyle Street, Paisley, and ran into a series of financial and
marital difficulties. . Rehousing in Mossvale Street helped to solve

the financial: problems.

oyemena B B 342
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PERSONAL H ISTORY, cont'd: Apart from childhood ailments,
Mrs, Alexander claims she has never had a serious illness.
~She did, however, have a fall in 1979 and fractured her skull.

A Case Conference was convened on 11.01.82. and the outcomes were:-
1. Investigate possibility of Nicola attendinga Day Nursery.

2. Mrs. Grigor and Mr. Spalding continue to offer support
to Mrs, Alexander. :

3. Maintain contact with Health Visitor,
4, Dr. Whyte to approach Community Nurse re. visiting.

It.wés also agreed at ‘this point thét there was no need to place
the children's names on the N.A.I. Register. . : _

A second Case Conference on 28.05,82, discussed Mr. Alexander's
violence towards -his wife and children, the couple's immaturity
and basic inadequacies as marriage partners and parents. At this
time Mrs. Alexander and the children were residing in the hostel
and there was some question of whether-or-not they intended to
separate, ‘Again, as there was no obvious evidence of violence,
bruising etc,, the question was not raised of placing the children
on the N,A.I. Register or of approaching the reporter concerning
the possibility of Statutory Supervision, '

The couple were reunited and for a time all seemed well,

On 24,09.82, Nicola was admitted to hospital following an assault
by her father and hezwas remanded in custody. Nicola was discharged
from hospital to the care of her mother, and the children were

-placed on the Divisional NAIC Fegister. The reporter was consulted
.at this point and advisea re, a Childrents Hearing. )

When Mr., Alexander appeared in Court he was released under the ‘
ail Act, He promptly broke his Bail by calling on his wife and

was returned to Prison where he remains. _ He appeared again in

Court on 07.02.83, and was sentenced to tlhiree months imprisonment.

He hopes to be freed in four weeks' time,

vesess/3
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PRESENT SITUATION: - Sandra Alexander states she wishes to give:

up all right %o her children and leave them with the parental grand-
parents at 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley, They are willing to take
the children but require assurances she will not turn up in the
future demanding their return,

The house at 39 Mossvale Street ig to be given up or transferred

‘W.J. SPALDING.
'SOCTAL WORKER.

WIS/1s,

* 0.831

Social Work Dept,,
Dykebar Hospital,
Grahamston-Rd.,
PATSIEY,



/ ARGYLL AND CLYDE HEALTH BQARD — RENFREW OISTRICT ;
-

Mawkhead Hospital

CONSULTANT PAEDIATRICIANS
Hawkhead Road

Dr. Norman A. Coutts

Or. A. Cameron Shephard o TS Paisley PA2 7BL
+ Dr. K. Evelyn Byma ’ Tel: 041 - 889 8151
2u[9/82,
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MINUTES OF CASE CONPERENCE
' on
Nicola Alexander (dob 01.12.79.)

& - .
Kelly Alexander (dob 09.07.81.)
held at bykebar Hospital on 11th January, 1982 at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT: Mr. R. O'Kane, Principal Social Worker (Health),
g " Dykebar Hospital (Chairmen).
Mr. W.J. Spalding,Social Worker,
B Dykebar Hospital.
Mrs., J., Grigor, Social Work Assistant,
Dykebar Hospital.
Mr. J.J. Rafferty,Area Officer,
- Craigielea House.
Mrs, Adams, Nursing Officer.
Miss Wilson, " Health Visitor.

APOLOGIES: Mr. J. Leinster, Assessment & Child Care Adviser.
: Dr. S.F. Whyte, Consultant Psychiatrist,
_ - Dykebar Hospital.
Dr. G, Hamilton, General Practitioner.

Children: Nicolae Alexander ngb 01.12.79.3
Kelly Alexander (dob 09.07,81.

Mothers: Sendra Alexander (maiden name - Gray)
Father: Brian Alexander

This meeting had been convened to discuss Mr,&Mrs,.Brian Alexander
eand their two children Nicola (2 years) and Relly (3 months),.
there being some concern about the support within this family and
whether their nasmes should be placed on the N.A,I. register,

Firstly, Chairman read from Dr, Whyte's report which indicated
that Mrs, Alexander had been an in-patient at Dykebar because

of reactive depression, = Sandra was seen as rather immature,
as was her husbend (mother is 19 and father 21 years), but their
relationship seemed to have improved and they are now living in
their own home -~ although they would continue to need a lot of
support and close supervision over the next few months.

Dr. Whyte will continue to see MNrs. Alexander at the Clinic.

Social Work staff at Dykebar felt that while the family were
1iving with Mr, Alexander's parents they coped reasonably well,
but since moving to their own home difficulties had arisen,

Mrs., Grigor explained that since Sandra was discharged from

Dykebar there had been some friction with parents as Mr., Alexander,.
junior, got drunk at New Year and his wife went out to several p:.-i.
parties. The couple were asked to leave Mr, Alexander's parents'
house, and have been living ab Argyle Street for the past two weeks
Tt was noted that Mr, Alexander had wakened the children to smack

them (information .from children's mother).

ceedd/?
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The group discussed the aforementioned points, looking

mainly at the situation while the family were living with
their in-laws, Mrs, Alexander, snr. works part-time as

a cleaner but, apart from this, she undertook a lot of the
children's care, and in fact had the baby sleep with her
overnight to allow Sandra to rest. It was stated that

Mr. & Mrs. Alexander, snr., had been most upset over the above
incident eand, in fact, there had been a disagreement between.
Mr, Alexeander and his father over this. '

Regarding the above; the Health Visitor was most surprised
about this particuler incident as she has always found

Mr. Alexander to be most supportive towards his wife
considerable concern for the children.

showing

(It was noted that Brien has still managed to
hold down his. joby., The Health Visitor was not aware of
father hitting either child and she was quite satisfied with
the progress baby had made, and thought Sandra was receiving
considerable support from her mother-in-law, The question of
Sandra's relationship with her own father was raised, byt
it appears she had a disagreement with him some time previously
and has very little contact with him now - although he had shown
“affection for Nicola in the past, '

Discussion moved on to the couple's housing. Mrs. Grigor
informed the meeting that they had placed their name on the
Council waiting list, and although the Homeless Unit were not
prepared to help, their case has now been referred to the

Medical Cases!' Committee in the hope they would be allocated

a house near Mr. & Mrs, Alexander, snr.,, which would mean an
added support for the family. This opened discussion on what
sort of supports could be offered to Sandra and Brian as it was
agreed some input was needed to monitor the care. of" the children
and the home situation. It was greed that Dykebar would make
investigations regarding nursery placement for the elder child,
where perhaps the baby could be placed to allow Sandra to continue
attending the out-patient clinic at Dykebar. Also, the case
would be referred,through Dr, Whyte,for a Community Nurse to
~vieit with continued visits by the Health Visitor. Mr. Rafferty
felt that as this case had not come to the notice of the

Social Work Department i n relation to the elder child, extra
support from this Department was not needed at the present time -
unless the situation deteriorated.

N &
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These being the main topics of discussion, the Chairman asked
for agreement on the undernoted decisions. This was given,

1.

2.

3.
4,

Investigate possibility of Nicola
attending Day Nursery,

Mrs. ‘Grigor & Mr, Spalding to continue
offering support to Sandra.

Contact maintained by Health Visitor,

Dr. Whyte to approach Community Nursery
re, visiting,

It was also agreed that, at this point, there was no need for
the children's names to be placed on the N,A,I, register,

These being the decisions of the meeting, Mr, Rafferty agreed
that if the situation deteriorated further then he would look
at.placing a Family Aide within the siuppert:system,

Mr. O'Kane thanked members for their contributions and
attending this meeting,

Circulation:

for info:

RO'K/1IS,

18,011,062,

o0o

All present. : '
Mr, J. Leinster, Assessment & Chlld Care Adv1qer.

Dr. S.F, Whyte, . Consultant Psychiatrist.
Dr. G, Hamilton, General Practitioner.

Mr, W.J. Parker, District Manager.

Social-Work-Depti:, -
Dykebar Hospital,

Paisley,
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~ " Area Office . = S Y . g
Craigielea House ™ ' Reglgnal
Blackstoun Road : :
AR d Council
I M
Tel 041-887 5195
Mr and Mrs Alexander Our ref ‘AMcA/CG
11 Merksworth Way ' I
PATSLEY Your ref
If phoning or
calling ask for Anne McAdam
L ¥ Date 3rd gjégr 1988

Dear Mr and Mrs Alexander

As promised, I have obtained copies of the girls' birth certificates
from Paisley Registrar's. Office. Sorry about the delay in passing

these on to you; life has been fairly hectic recently.

This will probably be the last contact I will have with yourselves,

Kellie and Nicola, so I would just like to take this opportunity to
wish you all the very best for the future.

If at any time in the future you require any help or assistance with
any aspect of the girls' welfare, please do not hesitate to contact
this office.

All the best !

Yours sincerely

A A :

Anne McAdam
Social Worker




Social Work I’ art  nt W kY athclee

Director: FE £¢.. ads - . BA DipASS FISW }'BIM /
Araq Office ,ﬁ Regional
gielea House 2, 3
Blackstoun Road ‘ ( :ounCII

PAISLEY
-
Douglas Hope Tel 04}-887 5195 i
Reporter to the Children's Panel Our ref Aidc A/CG
34 Newton Street :
PAISLEY Your ref
If phoning or
calling ask for Anne McAdam
¥ Date 55,9 July 1988

Dear Douglas

Re: Nicola (01.12.79) ang Kellie (09.07.81) Al exander
c/o Alexander ( paternal grandparents )
11 Merksworth Way, Paisley

The above named children have, over the past five years or so, been
subject to Home Supervision Orders, with conditions of residence that
they live with their grandparents at the above address.

Towards the end of last year, ang with the Support of this Department,
Mr and Mrs Alexander applied for custody of the girls. This was

In view of the above, it ig requested that the case be revieweq
at a Hearing in the near future, with a view to terminating the
44.1(a) Home Supervision Order, to which the girls are currently
subject.

Yours Sincerely

i?[*“% JAT Ak e -

Anne McAdam
Social Worker
—_c rorxer

Will Brown
Senior Social Worker




Memoran__am . Strathclyde
A & Regional
Council

From Janice West, 7 Love Street, Paisley

Tel gg7 9321 Extyy
To Anne McAdam, Social Worker, Craigielea Our ref jy/cxm

Your ref

Date 6th June, 1988

Subject Custody Allowances
Nicola (1.12.7) and Kellie (9.7.81) Alexander

Thank you for your recent memo regarding these children. I note that the
Hearing was on 25th February 1988. = We will require to notify the Finance
Department that this was the date of granting of the Orders, which will mean
that Mr. and Mrs. Alexander have been overpaid by £14.50 per week since that
date.

Can you please advise Mr. and Mrs. Alexander to make a claim for Child Benefit
from that date? Should there be any problem about having their claim back-
dated, you could refer them to me.

Custody allowances are paid at fostering rates less Child Benefit, hence the
overpayment.

ij\(‘ EASTWC)OL'ME.\;,'fr\';-f_w. J
/&M‘j‘ SOCIAL woRrK api

= 8 JUN 1938

- A,

Janice West _ S e
Assistant District Officer (Child Care) ey




Memoran1m * Strathclyde

From

To

Subject

/A € Regional
Noreen Gethin, 7 Love Street, Paisley Council

Tel 887 9321 Ext 4g

John Paterson, Area Manager, Craigielea Our ref NG/ckM

Your ref

Date 19th May, 1988

REQUEST FOR DISCRETIONARY ALLOWANCE
Nicola (1.12.79) and Kellie (9.7.81) Alexander
c/o Mrs. E. Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley

Your request for a discretionary payment of £31.20 in respect of the
above named has been approved by Mr. G.D. Parkinson, District Manager.

The cheque for the required amount will be forwarded direct to the foster
parents from the Finance Department.

Noee e

Noreen Gethin
District Officer (Child Care) R




Strathelyde
7, 4 Regional
‘g Council

Memorar um

From Anne McAdam,
Social VWorker,
Craigielea House.

Tel Ext
To Mr. Geoff Parkinson, Our ref AMcA/RK
District Manager,
Your ref

Love Street,
Paisley.

.

Date 11th May, 1988.

Subjeet Mrs. Evelyn Alexander, 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley.

Request for Discretionary Allowances and Travelling Expenses
in respect of Nicola (1.12.79) and Kellie (9.7.81) Alexander.

The above named lady and her husband have acted as foster parents to
their grandchildren, Nicola and Kellie Alexander for some four years.
Last month they obtained legal custody of the children.

Prior to custody being granted, Mrs. Alexander had enrolled the girls
for swimming lessons and, has been taking them along on a regular
weekly basis. During one of the monthly, District fostering meetings
Mrs. Alexander was made aware of the fact that she could seek
reimbursement for the cost of the lessons, bus fares to the baths,

as well as the cost of a Brownie holiday weekend for Nicola.

I have enclosed the completed forms: and would be grateful if you
would consider approving payment of the aforementioned items, which

amount to £31.20.

Thank you.

\A’“ﬂ— \N\CUA(A@»

Anne McAdam,
Social Worker




ROBERTSON & ROSS

Solicitors and Notaries,

OUR REF:  IR/AP/B 7 Gilmour Street,
YOUR REF: Paisley PA1 1DD.
IF CALLING PLEASE ASK FOR. Mr. Robertson.

Telephone: 041-889 1121
Mr. & Mrs. A. Alexander,
11 Merksworth Way, Fax No. (G.P zR'&Eél)S-O()){;ﬁgé?P ?73471
PAISLEY. T '

12th May, 1988
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Alexander,
CUSTODY

We have pleasure in enclosing the extract Decree. We hope we have
been of assistance to you in this matter and should you require further
advice and assistance please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours faithfully,

PARTNERS: L ROBERTSON ].D.ROSS A.FE. DEWAR, C.A. RJ. KERR N.R.Y.LINDSAY M.G. TOLLAND ASSOCIATE: D. TOD

GLASGOW OFFICE: 12 ANNFIELD PLACE, DUKE STREET, GLASGOW Tel: 041-556 7501 PROPERTY OFFICE: 7 CAUSEYSIDE STREET, PAISLEY Tel: 041-887 7971




A734/87
A8 PAISLEY

SHERIFF COURT, PAISLEY

AT PAISLEY, the Twenty fifth day of February

Nineteen Hundred and Eightypggﬁyﬁx Eight

in an action in the Sheriff Court of North Strathclyde at

Paisley N at the instance of ADAM ALEXANDER and MRS EVELYN
ALEXANDER, Spouses, residing at 11 Merksworth Way, Paisley PURSUERS against MR BRIAN
ALEXANDER, residing at 39A Mossvale Street, Paisley FIRST NAMED DEFENDER and SANDRA

ALEXANDER, formerly residing at c¢/o Western Hall, Drury Gardens, Westcliffe, Bournemouth

and present whereabouts currently uknown SECOND NAMED DEFENDER: the Sheriff Principal

IN ABSENCE quoad the Second Defender, Found the Pursuers entitled to the custody of
Nicola Ann Alexander, born 1 December 1979 and Kellie Evelyn Alexander, born 9 July 1981.

And the Sheriff Principal Grants Warrant for all lawful Execution hereon.

Extracted at Paisley, this Third
Nineteen Hundred and Eighty Eight.

JwW



R.I.C. 10

Strathcl, de

4, ]S)OCIa].lVVé;lItk | Strathclyde Regional Councij
epa Social Work Department

Craigiclea House
BlaokstounRoad ..............................
Paisley

Name ot Social Worker AMNMC'A.QQN] ......... Date 13 APS\L I9FI.
Tl No. BB SIAS .

To :—

The Head Teacher

MesvALE CzaaRT

Dear Sir/fMadam

Child’s Name....N.\.ngLA ...... J\,LE?VA\NDGQ ..... (‘\PJ:M) ....................

The above named child is in *residential-eare/care of foster parents. I should be obliged if you would
arrange for *caring-staff/foster parents to receive the child’s annual school report in the normal way when
these are being issued to all parents.

Additionally, it would be appreciated if the report form overleaf could be completed and returned to
me in the stamped addressed envelope provided. The child’s social worker could arrange to see you if you
would like to discuss any matters arising from the report.

Thank you for vour help in this matter.

Yours sincerely,

* Delete inappropriate



"Mémor: dum "2 Strathclyde

Regional
From ROSEMARY MURRAY (ACTING)ASST. DISTRICT OFFICER

(CHILD CARE) CounCil

Tel 887.9321 Ext 45
To S{/\Q!Jcp M Qv d &ﬁl'b:a»j Wodesars ourref  RM/mW
Your ref

D 5|3|8%
Subject CHILDREN IN LONG TERM FOSTER CARE |

As part of the evaluation exercise being carried out from the
District Child Care Team on the care and support offered to
children in Long Term Foster Care, I am proposing to send out
the enclosed questionnaire to all Long Term Foster Parents in
the District.

The date scheduled for this is 2333,?3

Could you please let me know if you have any objections to this or
of any comments or suggestions so these can be included before it is
sent.

I will be in touch with you at a later date once the questionnaires
are back. We will then be able to begin to plan out a programme

of training/support for the following year depending on the
information received.

Many thanks for your help.

ROSEMARY MURRAY

(ACTING)ASSISTANT DISTRICT OFFICER
(CHILD CARE)

| r1k$ /XhaﬁQa¢~<ﬁ42i“ = Ljdtékp\ jLVCe*LA‘ Pﬁfh(aﬁ—’blf‘
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ROBERTSON & ROSS

FIRST CLASS Solicitors and Notaries,
OUR REEF: P/ PGH/LM/B 7 Gilmour Street,
YOUR REEF: Paisley PAI ].DD.

Telephone: 041-889 1121
Mr and Mrs A Alerxander R.E. Box No. PA 27
T allar Sogoxthn Wy Fax No. (G.P. 2 & 3) 041-887 5561
PAISLEY

29th February, 1988

Dear Mr and Mrs Alexander,
CUSTODY

We write to advisz that we obtained a Court Judgement in your favour,
when this cas2 called in Court on the 25th February, 1988.

We shall contact you again as soon as the Extract Decrees comes to hand.

Yours faithfully,
=5

1 -
\. ; ,\
v \ .

'(fo&“h\

PARTNERS: 1 ROBERTSON 1.D. ROSS A.FE. DEWAR, C.A. RJ. KERR P. GRANT-HUTCHISON M.G. TOLLAND ASSQCIATE: D. TOD

e ——




Mrs Sandra Alexander or Livingstone

20 MacLaren Road SHcD/CG
Moordon

BOURMEHOUTH

Shelagh HYcDiarmid
11th November 1986

Dear Mrs Alexander

Nicola and Kelly are still living with their grandparents, Mr and Mrs
Alexander, and they are now planning to apply to the Court for legal
custody of the children. Their father, Brian Alexander, has no
objections of this, although he will continue to have regular access
to them.

This Department is required to provide the Court with a report
regarding the proposed arrangements for the children. It is also
necegsary to represent your views upon whether or not you consent

to Mr and Mrs Alexander having custody of Nicola and Kelly, and upon
the matter of access if relevant.

Custody differs from adoption in that although i and Mrs Alexander
will have day to day care and physical custody of the children, the
natural parents, yourself and Brian, still retain some parental rights
and can in fact apply to the Court at any time until the children are
16, to have the custody order revoked. In any case a custody order
only remains in force until a child is 16.

It would be advisable for you to consult a solicitor or the Probation
Office where you had contact, in order to discuss this in more detail.

I should therefore be grateful if you could reply to me at the above
address, giving me your views on this matter, as soon as possible,
I enclose a stamped addressed envelope.

I look forward to hearing from you.

Yours faithfully

Shelagh McDiarmid
Social Worker

Enc:



Pauline Atkinson
Soecial orker
Craigielea House,

Pa /i
r. 3. lnderson,
District lianazer, 7th June, 1984.
’ A0

Love 3te

Nicola f U, e Z)tL_& fe]ly (6,7.61) Alexander

c/o ‘lexander Ll Hor 5h

These 2 youny children have been in the carve of their palernal grandparents
since Februsry 1583, ollowinz the breakdoun off their parent's ma¢¢1due In
November 1983.Mr. & Frs. Alexander senior were approved as related fosber

narents for the zirls and this situation is likely to continue in the furg-

seeable future.

Jince the beginning of this year lir, dlexanden nas worked as part of the
maintenance staff at the FG-:';;LMD.L buildings in Psisley, ovut for a year beilore
%hat he had been unemployed. lirs. Alexander had been uorhlng part time as a
school cleaner bhut since this involved working a eplit shilft she save np ner

joh after dhe children came to stay with her, hll 4t the cn11@*en'~ f'ther
hss condribuied child hensfit towards the nninteonance of the childron. hie too
has been unemmicred and FMr. & Lrg,., ilexander Lave therefore had o use much

0

of their savines during 1983 to Jutport {$he childven, part _ulerly up $ill the
gtart of fostering psyments. In aﬂu*iﬂon [ Alexander have a morbtgage
and other long nerw finoncial commistrients such eg life insurance uwhich oven

2.7 - AT - 2
now uincen tham under financial

The Tamily has not had a holidey since before the 2 girls came to stay with

Lirs & i ilexander. “his year however, they hope To travel doumn Ho flcershot
in u,uut to be near uheir oldoest married som who is on the army bhaze there.
41lthoush the children will iravel free on the train jovrneys Lr. & Lis. Sloxander
will be wenting a cottage for 2 weeks, costing £120. and they olso hope to hire
o cere  In addition the girls will need some new holiday clothing, and Hrs.

“lex 285 already had to spend over O5C. on icola's first school uniform
as gtart school after the summer.
I would gl thorefore that the discreticnsry fostering allowance of £5C,. per
child is now made aVallmale to bhalp touwardz the cest of the holidsy and clothing,

Panline ‘fkinsong
S3ccinl ‘lorker




MISE Pe ATKINGON, Social lorker,
Craigielea louse

887-5195/6
Mbe Ze ORE, I'ostering Allowances PA/MEB
I"inance lept.,
Regional Buildings.
23.2,84
icol ¥olly flexender, o/o ‘lexander, 11 lerks:orth lay, Piisley.

r., & lirs. Alexander were approved as related fogter parents to their
two grandchildren in November 1983 and fo$tering zllowances commenced
in Vecember., 4% that time it was agreed that these fostering allowances
would be reduced by the amount of the Child Benefit (i.e. £13 weekly)
which the children's father still receives and contributes to their
maintenance.

However, I understand from lirs. ilexander that this deduction was only
made in respect of the first fostering payment and I would remind you
therefore that the monthly Child Benefit of £52 should be deducted
every month. .

Negarding the recent payments where there have heen no deductions

for the Child Benefit, the foster parents have now spent this excess
allowance on the children and to recover this amount from them would
cause the family unnecessary hardship. I would ask therefore that the
overpayments zre disregarded and that deductions in lieu of Child Benefit
begin again from the next fostering allowance.

P. Atkinson (Miss)
Social Worker,
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DATE: ... %9..00. . 5B,

FROM: Mrs M FinlaY:.Administrative Offi;;g

ron . & Horranr

4{??.9??;?9?{?-;0.- TesedeieesnsDent BRSO sDReD

‘PARENTAL CONTRIBUTION ASSESSMENT FORM/S* (R.I.C.h4.)

I SHOULD BE GRATEFUL IF THE PARENTAL CONTRIBUTION ASSESSMENT
FORM/S* 1IN RESPECT OF THE UNDERNOTED COULD BE SENT TO .DISTRICT
HEADQUARTERS WITHOUT DELAY.

CHILD'S NAME DATE OF SOCIAL WORKER REMARKS
ADMISSION

Nrcosw @ Az / .
ffwmi%& /8 -4 55 |7 977{//44504/ F(!/ﬂ K1 1H SN/ T754R)

of /%é A e~

* DELETE AS APPROPRIATE




Jolm Paterson,
Brea Officer,
Craigielea House.

887 5195

Bryrece Anderson, JP/RK
Digtrict Manager,
Tove Street.

1st July, 1985.

Wicola and Kelly Alexandex

c/0 Alexander, 11 Merksworth YJay, Gockston

TPostexring Ref. No. 990224 and 99022%

The above named foster children reside with their paternal grandparents.
Yr & Mrs. Alexander and the 2 children are planning to have a 2 week
holiday in the London ares with their married son in July and have
requested the discretionary allowance of £50 per child wowards the

cost of rail fares and living costs, which are particularly expensive
in the London area. Mws. \iexander gave up her job to look after

the children full time in 1984 and . Alexander was unemployed fox
some years before securing a fairly low paid job on the maintenance
ataff at the municipal muildines 18 months ago. In addition lMx, and
Mps. Alexander have a monrtgace to pay and they feel. they could nob
afford this holiday without the extra financial help of the Jiscretionary
allowance,

T would be grateful therefore if this £100 could be made available as
soon as possible.

4

John Paterson,
Ares Dfficer
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15 was of paramount o
alain w0 then all e of

e ds thereiore s Depariment's respmsibility o tell the childven details of
heir past prior o an :—J-‘Jpli cation for custody being made. T should like o
discuzs this with you and therefore plan 1o visit you on Yednesigy 12 fowaien

Whils iz inconvenient, plesse let me know.

RTINS -
Y Sincesaly

Shelgph Jelismsad
Social vorkes




Andrew FcColl Esqg

Reporfer Lo the Children's Panel
34 Hewion Street

PAISLEY

£-

Dear ¥ ¥cColl

Re: Hicola and Kelly ALEXANDER, 11 Merksworth
Dates of Birth: 01.12.79 09.07.81

StleDfCg

Shelagh HcDiarmid

5th flovember 1987

Yay, Paisley

thh regar~d Lo your

o~

I would request that the

hearing on 15.11.87 regard

for background
se be continued pending a court

ing a custody applicabion on behalf
of by and llrz Alexander, »a ernal grandparents.

gportc on the above,

As this represents

a subglcnclal change in circumstances, it would seem inappiropriate

o submit a background report at this stage.

The custody application

is fully supported by the Social Work Department.

Yours sincerely

Shelagh HMcDiarmid
Social Worker




