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LEE JOHNSTONE (DOB 09.02.76)
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Repori of Assessment Meezing held in Girven Soclal Work Depariment on
19 liovember 1887.

To be read in conjuction with Socizl Enguiry Report and Psychologist's Report.

Present

Senior Educational Psychologist

qr K Orr Assistant District Officer (Child Care) — Chairman
irs R HMurray Senior Social Worker

irs S Barnett Student Social Worker

I Lo

Discussion centred round the following areas:-

. 1) Behaviour at school.
2) Behaviour at home.
3) Family relationships.
4} Parental control.

1) Behaviour at School: describe Lee as having difficulty
from his first day at school and identified Lee as having no problems prior to
this. These behaviour problems increased, although he seemed to settle at

Girvan in Primary 5, before his move to Fife. On their return to Girvan, Lee had
not wanted to return to Girvan Primary and his parents considered changing schools
but decided against this idea.

Presently Lee is isolated from
other pupils within the class setting. | stated that Lee's earlier school
problems, particularly not sustaining work educationally, were still in existence,
It appears that he is unpopular with boys his own age at school due to his cruel
treatment of them. They would seem to be afraid te form a friendship with him in
case this leads them inteo trouble either with Lee or some of his older friends.

2)/...




~

2) Benaviour at Home: Normally, [N {ccls confident of - abllizy

to cope with Lee at home where there are no concerns. Lee and his krother
B h:ve the usuzl sguabbles over toys but [N vicvs s as normal
behaviour. However, sne did relate difficulties over the previous w2H when Lee
Tthreatened to run away from home. He did "run away" but returned hme at 5.00pm
for his meal afier which his mother keépt him in. She believes this hehaviour was
prompted by Lee's nead for constant atiention and that his school b¥aviour stems
from the same need. She agreed with the Chairman's suggestion that It could be
prompred by feelings of Insecurity.

3) Family Relavionships: [N B B

s constant comparisons between Lee an® his brother In
~he hope this will encourage Lee zo improve. [ s:-essed tie strong maternal
bond between Lee anc his moiher prior to [N bir<h. This demad for attention
at home has spread into demand for atiention at school over the yeas. Ib
opinion, Lee has no- been sble Lo verbalise his {eelings and this m= cresented as
mszhviour problens. There s a lack of real communication between i2e and his mother.

T

gtes he coes not have & good relationship with Lee, wmnding to be
hard on hin hough not physically.

B -:orossed concern
that lee's problems appeared to be quite deep. [ 71t that cue to his
father's earlier “dropping out" in their relationship,difficulties w&re now coming
to the fore and suggested it would help if — could be mors directly

involved with Lee.

4} Parental Control: [ . 2tcs that when he was younger, he used to be
physically chastised. Wow, they exert conirol by withdrawal of privileges,
particularly keeping Lee indoors as a sanciion. They feel this is effective a2s Lee
has so much energy and loves being outdoors at play. They have no problems exercising
controls over lee within the home.

The group discussed Lee's epparent inability ‘o make friends of his own age, relating
more to older 15 year olds, who, it was felt, exercised an influence over him. To
offset this and improve the father/son relationship, it wes felt that [IIIEEIENE
should spend more tTime with Lee on a one to one basis, on his free tire. [HIIIIIEE
agreed to this suggestion, saying he would consider joint activities. It was
recognised that transfer next year to Secondary School would pose additional problems
with Lee needing to relate to different teachers and peer groups. The Chairman
suggested this could be tackled by either remaining in his present szhool with social
work support and trying to effect a change in attitude, which would carry on into
Secondary, or by considering some specialist educational resource at this stage.
B -1t that Lee's problems would best be handled by continuing at his present
school with social work supervision and he would be able to monitor Lee's progress.
However, if this intervention proved unsuccessful, it may be necessary to consider
residential provision for Lee in the future. | felt that any supervision

of Lee would require to be closely monitored, involving close links between the
social worker, the family, school and Bl  In view of Lee's attitudes, it may/ .



bz be:iier to work on & short-tern contracti basis with Lee, with clezrly éefinsd
tasks and objectives.

The group therefore agreed to recommend to the Panel that a corpulsory Supervision
neguirement OUrder would be the most appropriate disposal in this instance.

Yours sincerely

Ray iurray (M-s)
Senicr Social Vorker
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Social Work Departmen TO THE CHILDREN'S HEARING Hone PlasEssenT,

Name Date of Birth
Lee David JOHNSTONE 09.02.76
Address School Attended
28 Linden Avenue, Girvan Primary
GIRVAN.
Grounds of Referral Con. Crimirml Justice (Scotland} Act, 1990 Religion Protestant —
ection m(l)ﬂéf\hxgahsn Cort. Crimiral Justice (Scotland) Act, 1872 Church of Scotland

Basis of Report This repart is besed on several interviews with the family; ’momth_
nd Lee, two with[E =1 lcc. Interviews were held both at home and the of fice and Lee was slso seen on his
ur in the office. Contact was made by phone with Girven Primary, Crosspates Primary, Cowdenbeath,

Child Psychnlogist and Girvan Police. At time of writing this repart T have been unsuccessful in my
It'tBIp‘bsmcrxrtact_Psyd'nstmst

Name Age | Relationship to child Empioyment/School Income and Source
cther eg. ATC

Hother
Father
Lee Johnstone SUBJECT
Brother

Attends Girvan Prim

Financial Situation

Other Agencies involved

Police

Teacher - Education

Child Guidance - [N
I - Psychiatrist

Matters of Particular concern (to be listed numerically) ' Report compiled by

Susan Barnett (Mrs.)

1 Numb f off .
) umber ob ottences Student Social Worker

2) Stress on relationship between parents.

3) Contact with other agencies. Date completed
22nd October, 1987

Date Sent to Reporter
22nd October, 1987

Signed

DeS| nation
gené SocialWorker

SOClal Worker




Points to be covered. (plus any other relevant areas)

1.
2
3.
4,
b
6

1.

Analysis of Family Background
The Child

School

Attitudes to Grounds of Referral
Matters of Particular Concern

Assessment and Possible Options

Analysis of Family Background:

he family home is a three-apartment maisonette, in a [ive storey block of council flats.
e only lived at this address since August of this year. The house is

shly furnished, well maintzained, and the family feel guite settled there.

: Thzy have only recently moved back to Girvan after
g 1
L

This has resulted in Lee changing schools on four

Les gppears to have no €@ifficulty in relating to his parents and gets on well with
his vounger brother. Lee's parents admit there is the usual sibling rivalry, with
Les at times demanding more atiention than his younger brother. This could be
congiderad to be jealousy,

talks
freely about the problems relating to Lee and other issues within the family.

Les's parents have made every effort to provide him with a good homelife, and state

thet he is well behaved in his home environment. While I have been present this
would appear to be the case. Lee responds positively to any instructions/requests
given to him by his parents in the home.

Qutwith the home environment Lee appears to be constantly in trouble, both at school
and with his friends. Lee's parents find it difficult to comprehend his actions/
behaviour. They say the trouble began when Lee started school. This was about

the same time as the birth of his younger brother, which his mother believes may

be of some significance. Lee's behaviour at school; was such at this time, 1952-1984
approximately, that he was referred to I— Child Psychologist.

It would appear that,
at that time Lee was being manipulative and was ‘'playing' one parent against the
other.
Both Lee's parents are now aware of this ploy, and attempt to present
a more unified approach in their handling of Lee. Contact with the family suggests
there are still inconsistencies in their approach and it is felt that this is an
area in which this Department could assist.

Continued/...
- . _ _ — WE350




“Page Three.

The method they use to discipline Lee is to deny him the privilege of going out
to play. They believe past experience has taught them, that this is the most
effective sanction in relation to Lee. Lee's parents describe him as being
"easily led". On the other hand, they say they have tried to bring him up to

pe responsible for his own actions. Both of them have expressed concern that

Lee does not appear to know the difference beiween rignt and wrong, despite their
attempts to achieve this. Lee is at ease and appears happy when he is with his
family. I only met his younger brother brisgfly, but he and Lee appeared to have
a good relationship. The whole family go for walks to the beach with Lee's dog,
Pepper. At home there are many family activities and | hclps Lee
with his homework.

1 1
I - hey

are very concerned by Let's constant disruptive behaviour outwith the home

ang his continued involvement in offences. Both parents identify the need

for help in relation tc Lee. This ssems particularly true in the case of his
mother, who feels the burden of dealing with police, school etc, rests more with
her than her husband.

The Child

Lee impresses az a Triendly boy, who can at times present as guiel, depending on
what is being discussed. When he is asked questions relating to the offences

he appears to pive the expected responses. He openly condemns bhimself by talking
of participation in other offences.

He is-given pocket money weekly by his parents. ile enjoys playing football, and
goes for football practice training on Wednesday evenings. Lee also enjoys

going swimming on Saturdays with his older cousin [JINNEEE Ge enjoys playing pool
with *his father and is very fond of his Aunt I vwho babysits when his parents
go out socially about once a fortnight. Lee seems unable/unwilling to sustain
conversation and appears to lose interest. Lee at times has a nervous twitch
which I observed to be more noticeable when interviewing on a one-to-one basis.
Perhaps this would suggest anxiety about this situation.

School

The school describe Lee as a disruptive pupil and & persistent liar. He has only
been attending Girvan Primary since 19th September, 1987, therefore, I contacted
his last school in Cowdenbeath. They too described Lee as a liar, but, said that
af'ter some trouble in the early days, Lee's teacher "was able to control him".
They went on to say that his involvement in offences took place outwith school.

¥hen Lee had attended Girvan Primary two years ago his behaviour was such that

he had to be referred to | I Chiid Psychologist.

Attitudes to Grounds of Referral

I ¢ very concerned about Lee's behaviour. [N

in particular, is welcoming of any possible assistance.

Lee did not give me any strong impression of whether he really understood his
actions, nor the consequences in relation to them.

Continued/....
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‘Page Four.

Matters of Particular Concern

1.

Humber of Offences

Lee has been involved in offences of varying degrees over the past few years.

He has had at least two police warnings that we are aware of and yet he continues
to offend. Offences hiave occurred before he left Girvan two years ago; while

he was in Cowdenbeazth; and since his return to Girvan.

Stress on Relationship between Parents

Contact with Other Agencies

Lee's pehavicur has led to contact with various other agencies over the

ars, He was referred to || NG C:il1c Psychologist.
£ to Lee as being Ma real problex® and "amoral in behaviour" and
‘guite o pheneomena". He also sald that he had made some progress in 1988
with Lee In relation to his behaviour.

I contacted Girvan Primary and spoke to his teacher | HIINEIEIGIGNGEGEGE. She
described him as a disruptive pupil and a persistent liar,

I made enguiries of Lee at Crossgates Primary, Cowdenbeath and they too
were concerned about his behaviour and attitude. His teacher |G
said, "you do not know if he is telling the truth". The Police in Girvan
describe him as, "their Number 1 Offender’,

At the time of writing this, I have been unable to contact | NG,
Psychiatrist, to whom Lee was referred, afier his mother visited their
General Fractitioner.

Assessment and Possible Options

Both the Department and the family recognise the need for supervision in this

Case.

However, the sericusness and guantity of the offences coupled with Lee's

apparent lachk of concern about his behaviour leads me to suggest at this stage,
that a future treatment plan would be more appropriately structured following the
assistance offered by a Home Assessment,

Susan Barnett (Mrs.)

Student Social Worker

Edith M. Scobie (Mrs.)
Social Vorker




