_ mteathelpde Regional Counciy
Eastivood/ Renfrein Digtrict

SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

a3

W.J. PARKER
District Manager

‘ 5 Buchanan Street, 5
MA.TTI'EW ROSS OF. Jomstone. i!'»:

SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT ON

f Birth:— 3 6F
Court:~ Kilmarnock Sheriff Age and Date of Bir 7 7.3.65

Date of Court:— 18th November, 1982 Religion:—
. : Occupation: —
Offence:— pTa 872 $599(B), 143(1), 175(1) o
44(1) 4 M.V. 2 complaints.
Previous Offences: —
HOME AND FAMILY:
Father - Matthew Ross (43) Unemployed.,
Mother - Isobel Ross (42; Housewife,
Brother - Martin (20 Married. Outwith
heme.
Subject - Matthew (ll) Unemployed.
Sister - Lorraine 516) Unemployed,
Sister - Jacqueline 15) St. Cuthbert's High
School,
Brother - Thomas (14) St. Cuthbert's High
School,

The family home is a four apartment council flat situated in a quiet
area near the town centre. = It is of adequate material standardse
Due to unemployment finance is tight.

There is a long history of marital disharmony between Mr and Mrs
Ross, going back in departmental records to 1972. The main reason
given for this is that Mr Ross has a drink problem, This causes

a rather tense and strained atmosphere within the house and there
are frequent separations. The last one finished about two months
ago and Mr Ross has now, with outpatient treatment from Dykebar,
stopped drinking,

Matthew's sister, Lorraine, had some difficulties with her parents
last year but neither Jacqueline or Thomas have given any serious
cause for concern, All four children appear to prefer their
mother, but Mr Ross is more effective at controlling their
behaviour within the home.

PERSONAL HISTORY:

At the age of five, Matthew was quite seriously burned, and had an
eye operation a few years later. He has no sight in one eye and
has to wear glasses. Apart from this his health is good.,

Matthew was placed on a Home Supervision Order by the Children's
Panel in 1974, following a referral for housebreaking with intent.



Vi L hessr JHopie

In May, 1978, he was placed on a Residential Supervision Order at
St. Ninian's School, Falkland, following truancy and theflt referrals
to a Children's Hearing, Matthew made progress at St. Ninian's and
it was decided to send him home on a trial basis in June, 1979, and
he was made the subject of a Home Supervision Order. He remained
on Home Supervision until-after he left school last May.

After he returned home, Matthew's behaviour improved. Although he
still had a negative attitude towards school, he stopped truanting
and he was not involved in any further offences.

On leaving school, Matthew was unemployed for several months before
finding employment on a Youth Opportunities Scheme in November.

He was based at the Maxwellton Trading Estate and specialised in
Engineering, Unfortunately Matthew lost his Job due to bad time
keeping about six months ago. He did not particularly like the
artificial nature of the Youth Opportunities Project but would be
keen to find a 'real' job.

Matthew has found the lack of work and subsequent shortage of money
difficult to cope with, He is permanently bored and spent the
first part of this year wandering into trouble to relieve the
monotony and provide extra money. He has been fined several times
but has been unable to pay them and has recently completed thirty
days in a Young Offenders' Institution as an alternative.

Op the 21st of September, Matthew appeared in Paisley Sheriff Court
for the attempted theft of a motor vehicle and was remanded in
Longriggend for 3 weeks, When he returned to Court on 12+th October,
he was sentenced to Detention Centre Training, I understand his
earliest date of release is 12th December.

On the 9th of November Matthew appeared in Kilmarnock Sheriff Court
on a charge of assault and was sentenced to Borstal Training. I
understand he has already been transferred to Borstal.

THE OFFENCE:
Matthew states he borrowed the car in gquestion to visit his grandmother's.
RECOMMENDATION: .

In view of the fact that Matthew has recently been sentenced to Berstal
Training I would respectfully recommend to the Court that it considers
a disposal which will allow Matthew to make a fresh start on his release.

—
-~

I. Terry (Mr)
Social Worker.

’, >
s

10 Laighcartside Street,
Johnstone. IT/JF.
11th November, 1982,
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SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPQORT ON OF.
Court:— filmarnock Sheriff Age and Date of Birth:— 1T  Te3465
Date of C‘ourt:—gﬁ:l Hovembex, 1982 Religion: —
Offence:— Hssault Occupation: —
Previous Offences: —
HOME AN BUILY
Fother - Matthew Ross gﬁs Unemyloyed.
Hother - Inobel Ross 42 Housewife,
Spother - fazbin (20) liaywieds  Ouwtwith
G . home,
ubject - Mabthew B Unenmloved.
wister -  lLorraine 16} Unemployed.,
sister - Jacoueline (15) 9%, Cuthbert's digh
",' . . 33&1‘301;
Brother =  Thovas {14} 5%, Cuthhert's High
Schoole

The family home is n four apartment council flat situated in a sulet
area near the towa centre, It is of adequate material staadayds,
Due to wnemployment finanze is tight,

There is a long history of mawital disharmony between My and iws
Ross, rolng back in deperitaenial recomds to 1972, The muin reoason
given for this iz that Vv Ross has a dwink problem, Thiz couses

a rather tease and scteained abtmosphere vwithin the house ond there
are frequent sepavations, The last one finished about two months
apo and Uz locs has nowy with cutpetient treatment from Dytebar
storved drinking, ’

latthew's sister, TLowraine, had some difficulties with hew navents
last year bub neither Jecqueline or Thomes have fdven any serious
cause for coacern, All four children appear to prefer their
zother, but Ur Ross is more effective ot condrolling their
behaviour within the home, !

PERBONLT, HISTOAT:

A% the age of five, Hatthew was quite seriocusly bwmed, and had an
eye operation a few years laoter, He hos 20 oicht in one eye and
has o wesr glasses, Avert from this his health is £00d.,

iia‘ttiae'._-:r was placed on a Tiome Supewvision Owder by the Childwen's
“enel in 1974, following o referzel for housebrening with intent,
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in Hay, 1978, he was Macad on o Hesidential Supewvision Owlew et
She Nindan's School, Palkland, following tmamey and therd welaymals
o 2 Childeen's Hearing, Motthew tade neogress at Ut. Tinion's and
it uas deeided to send hin home on & trial hasip in Juney 1979, on
a idome Supewvision Gnder, Te wamained on llams Supgzrlaion until
aftor D2 lelt school last Mayre

s0%er be wetuwmed homes Matihow's bohaviows improved,  Although he
21 had a negndive ntiltude tovsmds #e100l, he stoupe’d Hmeoifine
and he was not iavelvod in oy Suether offences,

Cn leaving school, Mattheyw was wnemploysd for severel monithe hefove
finling aoploymant on a Yoush Dvrortuacitien Scheme in Sovember,

de ves bhased ¢ the Mazwellion Trading fstate and speciaiised in
Inginesving, unfortunately Matthew lost this dob due %o bad time
keeping about six monthe 2¢0e e dld not particulorly like the
artifizizl asture of the Touth Ooportwrities Project but would Be
koan o find 2 "zeal! job.

Matthew Mas fomd the lack of work and subzecuent shorbece of money
difficnld o cope with, e ia pemnanently bowed oad snent the Fivet
paxrt; of this year wanlering ints twouble 4o relieve the monotony =
provide extra monay, He hos been fined several times but hos been
unable to pey them and hag recently completed thivdy deys in o Younes
' Cffenders® Tnotifution a3 on 2N hemative,

rin

Cn dhe 2lgt of September Mabtihew appeared in Palnley Sheriff Coupt
for the otlompted theft of a motor velicle ond wes zononddd in
Lovsmicsond for 3 woeks. hen he retnened to Coupt on 12th Detober
he wms sendeniced o Desention Contre Training. I endervstend his
earliest date of »eloase is 12th Decenbey,

Remorta from Cloncchil sueeast shat Matihew ip vorizine imite well
t there ave no wvrobloms Jizeinline wise. The oniuion is thot ne
is doing welatively well oo sidering the abtoge e hes menshed in his

trnining,

T love vislted Motthew in Longeingend and Glencchil and af lant there
ars sigms that he is going to mele o rennine effort o avoid furbher
trothle, o talke abont lowsine for worlk and in conniloring leisuve
petivities to keep hinsels oceunied.,

THOON D,

I underatend thot Vatshew will receive £18, KN o week supnlernentayy
benaflt on his 2eloase from which he will pay hiz vevenss ot Jeask
£12 fow "keen',

T QPTG

Matthew is s3ill Jenying his lovolvement in the offence. Ue states
it involves um incident when Jamea Campbell insvlded the sister of
one of tne co-aceused, Thls individual tnen assaulted James

Gagg_;lﬁ‘e::.l o
RECO DA,

Hatthew in due to vespsear in Eilnarnock Shewifd Court for ssntence
on Hhe Léth of November concemning Ropd Traffic Aet offences.

Over the past yesr ‘atthew's behaviour has deteriorated and he hog
beer. involved in sevewsl offences, fowever at prosent he is én
Vetentlon Centre and crogressing fairly well,
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There would apreer 4o be encourasing sleng conceraing a change in
flabthow's attitude and an 2 result I would respeetdlly reconmend
that the Court eonsider o disposal that will not intevfore with
Hatthew's nroposed molease £rom custody, 17 the Court foaln

unzble to admonivh Matthew on this charece T would sugoest the
possibility of a defeyred sentence, This ghould have = two fold
beneTit in that it will vlace more importance on Matthew's powmiod
of after care supervision and also allow the Court time to establish
whether Detention Centro has had the desived effact or a0t

-~
Fun by
I Tewwy ()
soeial Yorkewr,

17 Laigheartside Staeet,
Johnsione,  TR/JR,
330 Hovenber, 1982,
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Director: ¥ T Edwards RD BA DiphSS FISWw FBIM
Area Office
10 Laighcaﬂside Street V/ ” Reglor\:al
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MEANS ENQUIRY REPORT ON: Tel Johnstone 24431
Matthew ROSS» 5 Buchanan street, Ourret I1T/JF
Johnstonee 743465 - 17 years.
Your ret
PﬁISLETff SHERTFF COURT OoN 19TH 1 pho ing Of
NOVEMBER 1982. calling ask for Mr Terry
F Date 15%th November, 1982

Matthew appeared in Kilmarnock Sheriff Court ©
enced to undergo Borstal Traininge

and was sen
his fine.

4
Fon lemy
1, Terry (Mx)
Social WorkeTe

10 Laighca.rtside Street,

Johnstone.
15th NovembeXs 1982.

n the 9th ©

£ NovembeXs 1982,

As 2 result he will be

Voted <S¢



STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL 1k We.
RENF 25/ EASTWOOD DISTRICT

INVESTIGATiON NOTES (for Social Background Reports)

NAME: Ma)d:hzm Q%%’ﬁ ADDRES&%ZB%\?\S{;“M@J” Sb\‘@@t/

COURT: oate oF BrEmE: 3|3 L&
DATE OF COURT' G\ za AGE: 7

(rer, b%?? ! ?9)

SCHOOL: RELIGION:
YOUTH ORGANISATIONS: i CHURCH CONNECTION:
FAMILY: OCCUPATION: WAGES 2
Father -
Mother =
Children -
Home: Apartments Family Allowance
Rent H.P. Commitments
Condition of Other Expenses
Home

EMPLOYMINT RECORD:

PRRSONAL HISTORY ON REVERSE SIDE:
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> RONALD SCOTT McPHAIL 7887 /81|
MATTHEW ROSS |
RONALD KERR LINDSAY
EA
KILMARNOCK
23 December 1981

-

aqqkaz,

el
Under the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975

IN THE SHERIFF COURT OF NORTH STRATHCLYDE AT KTLMARNOCK

THZ COMPLAINT OF THE PROCURATOR FISCAIL AGATNST

RONALD SCOTT McPHAIL, (17), (DOB 21.1.64), Unemployed Apprentice Bricklayer,
21 Milton Quadrant, Kilbirnie

MATTHEY ROSS, (16), (DOB 7.3.65), Unemployed School Leaver, 5 Buchanan Street,
Johnstone

RONALD KERR.LINDSAY, (15), (DOB 9.2.66), son of and residing with Violet MeGowan
or lLindsay, Housewife, 68 Auchenhove Crescent, Kilbirnie

The charge against you is that on 14 August 1981, in Dipple Road, Kilbirnie,
Cunninghame, you did assault James Campbell, Redheugh Salvation Army Hostel,
Kilbirnie and did pusreb—and kick him on the head and body to his injury.

AN S G
“""T'"Ij' L)'/ Q)\ \(

~



' ACF 2
ACHQ Ref. No.: 2791/82
To: The Wsrden,
Zeatiish Home ef
i Dapeution {2

¥aalth Department,

Glenochil,
Tullivody,
Clacks.
FK10 34D
HOWE _BACKEROUND REFOAL
Name Address Institytion M =
M Ew Ro%. S Bucuaman sTReET

TopnsTonE

Chsunges in home circumstances since socigl enqc%r raport g\% prepared Q
{!

sy x )
& ¢ &2
= o
QU / N L&f
S S VR
N 3 Jo\ <
' o N Q
Can he peturn heme? What is the atbituds of bis relatives? Wy
S g
R (¥
N Jas
0] [N “
(\'/ <
Enpployment prospects 00 % %
~ ~V f
2 .&'\J \J {
: > A \
O~ % W ‘&‘ (\
¥ O N
Remarks § “L% N ' °
< _ Jb’ ) N 0‘\‘%
O o R
5 <2 ,c,x}
< b
~ Q fﬂ\ }Q
I~
Arrangements for first interview after releste
Signed Data
Sooinl Worker
Mdress:

Tel, Noo:

RE 18491 1m 2/73 TBL
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‘}loameg(;f Accused Date of Disposal <~ Sentence (if any)=_—~" 7

4
A

vATFEEW ROSS | A
=t

——

EA

KILMARNOCK Under the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1975 6309/82

30 August 1982

IN THE SHERIFF COURT OF NORTH STRATHCLYLE AT KITMARNOCK

T COMPLAINT ofF THE PROCURATOR FISCAL AGAINST

o
\X
MATTHEW ROSS Date of Birth: T.3.65 (17)
5 Buchanan Street
JOONSTCNE Unemployed Motor Mechanic
7.10.872 _
3 The charge against you is that on 22 May 1982, in Milton Road, Kilbirnie, (1)
£ being a person disqualified under the provisions of the Road Traffic
C,\_-\;fj Aot 1972 for holding or obtaining a licence 4o drive a motor vehicle

_ (F [O g-f)_ of any class or description, having been disqualified on 5 May 1982
G at the Sheriff Court Kilmarnock for the period of 12 months, you did,
while so disqualified, drive a motor vehicle, namely motor car registered
muiber RGO 475G: CONTRARY to the Road Traffic Act 1972, Section 99(b); and

(2) you did use said motor car without there peing in force in relation
l %]\(\\'\, to the use of the vehicle by you such a policy of insurance or such a
security in respect of third party risks as complied with the requirements
of Part VI of the Road Traffic Act 1972: CONTRARY to said Act, Section 143(1).

e

9 O : |
N CL0 &L Ou_ N

Profirator-Fiscal Depute.

Apprehension . .
s 19 —The Court grants Warrant to apprehend the said

Accused and grants warrant to search the person, dwellinghouse, and repositories of said Accused and

any place where they may be found and to take possession of the property mentioned or referred to in

the Complaint and all articles and documents likely to afford evidence of guilt or of guilty
- participation.

Sheriff.

Dd 8357600 BOM 5/81 G.C.M. (3895) 244 (Over)
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F. 19
NOTICE OF PREVIOUS CONVICTIONS APPLYING TO TADTIE ROG5
In the event of your being convicted of the charge(s) in the Complaint it is intended to place before
the Court the following previous conviction(s) applying to you-

— - —

Date Place of Trial Court " Qffence

o TebTuary Poisley Shord e Tholt WY Touscbrealsing

1282 Supmary

24 ﬂ:hhmwx:,r raisley Sherafl Thel

1902 OpEnsy

5 5 % 13 1marnocs Sherifl con Rood Tealiic Ak

1982 RERRXT 19725 secticn 99 [b)

~dp= Secticn 453(13

~do= Sectia aal1)

Sentence

Senbence Deferzed O
23 Pehruary 1482 then

Dd 8357595 1COM 4781 G.C.M. (2848) 244



M| Ref.No. 2791/82

k‘SCO'!TISH HOME AND HEALTH DEPARTMENT,
H M Detention Centre Glenochil,

ACF 1

' King O’Muir Road, \ X
Tel. No. ALVA 60471 s\ Baw . Tullibody.
E NM Clackmannanshire.
- SN ]
Dear Sir 1___‘ e 14th Octo'ber, 1982,
Detention Centre Release
H M Detention Centre Glenochil
Proposed Date
Name Date of Birth Home Address of Release
Matthew ROSS Te3s 65 5 Buchanan Street s JOHNSTONE, 10.12.82
I write to inform you that the above named was sentenced to detentionon 12,10,82 and it is proposed to release

him to your area.

It will be appreciated if you will nominate a supervising officer and arrange for 2 copies and the Home Background Report
on form ACF 2 to be forwarded to this unitby 12,11,82,

Please complete tear-off portion and return to Prison Welfare Service for record purposes.

Remarks:- States he will be returning to his rarents on release,
Bxpects to receive letters and visits.,
Willing to take any type of employment,

Qutstanding Charge: Kilmarnook Sheriff 22,10,82 Assault

There are no outstanding Fines, Probation or Supervision
Orders admitted or recorded,

S.E.R. Received.
Social Work Department,

10 Laighcartside Street,
J OHNSTONE,

Evetpre=paitt-tate|

ACF 1
Ref. No. 2791 /82

To:- H M Detention Centre
Glenochil, Tullibody

CLACKS. FK10 3AD 198
Detention Centre Supervision

Matthew ROSS

Tel.No.:. ... ... ......... ... Signature. .. .. ... . 0L
Social Worker

Address:

RE 32926/1 2m 8/74 TBL



STRATHCLYDL REGIONAL COUNCIL
RENT 5/ BAS TWOOD DISTRICT

INVESTIGATION NOTES (for Social Background Reports)

NAME: Ro==- W\am/\auk ADDRESS: é %wdrmmn SJ@QQ/t
couRT:  CoaBL %\’\Gx% DATE OF BIRTH: "l\% (Ls
DATE OF COURT: \2\ o\ B AGE: 7
C\\Q)CZ\(B‘L?) \\\\Dk&g
SCHOOL: RELIGION:

YOUTH ORGANISATIONS: @\I aMPO A 1N GrbRTHCHURCE CONNECTION:

) (3

FAMILY: OCCUPATION: WAGES ¢
Father -
Mother -
Children =
Home: Apartments Family Allowance

Rent H.P., Commitments

Condition of Other Expenses

Home

EMPLOYMENT RECORD:

PERSONAL HISTORY ON REVERSE SIDE:
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D cinon 7 Edwonds 5 3A DiphSs FSW VM /& Strathclyde

Eastwood/Renfrew District Torsrc}
POBoxSl COUNTY OF RENFREL ein Reglgﬁ%"‘
7 Love Street, Paisley PA3 2B} '(c,\,.., = _ “'".“T C Oumﬁ.ﬁs j.
; ” > FEn I"}F‘ i3
Ru1 dto fr !’ .
Ackg'd ) -
Ans'd,
S Tel 041-887 9321
JorasTone O xef
Your tef
If phoning or
ca]lmg ask for

Date = Vb\"g@Pr 2

Dear Sir/Madam

RE: Name Mc&%\\'\m,\:» oo D.0.B. 1.2- 65
Address ES %\)(‘}\dw\df\ %\' ;
Jdorns S ToNE.

Wnen the above named appeared before Paisley @\f\g(\/@ Court on
. O &2 charged with ___ QA «-\—th)\‘ EIEYIVE 1
sen?cenCe was deferred until \Z2Z L O - R2 for J

L//’SBC ial Enquiry Report L/y/ﬁ;rstal Report

Community Service Report Psychiatric Report

_Bstention Centre Report

-

I look forward to receiving 4 copies of the Report at

this office by noon on the day prior to the Court.

He/She is¥ Ordained On Bail L./'/I? Custody

A copy of the Complaint and Previous Convictions are enclosed for your

information.

Yours faithfully

W‘C\,U

Enc
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! /vfémes of Accused Date of Disposal Sentence (if any)
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AHM/82/7844 Under the Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act, 1975

6 September 1982

4 ’
> % Tae COMPLAINT or THE PROCURATOR FISCAL AGAINST

/,//‘ MATTHEW ROSS (17) J-AG b
5 Buchanan Street . '
Date of Birth:
/2/ q Johnstone . 7.3.65

The charge against you is that ~on 5 September 1982 in Burns Drive, Johnstone,

you did attempt to steal motor van registered number ESU 216X.

- o A

Apprehension 19  —The Court grants Warrant to apprehend the said
Accused and grants warrant to search the person, dwellinghouse, and repositories of said Accused and
any place where they may be found and to take possession of the property mentioned or referred to in
the Complaint and all articles and documents likely to afford evidence of guilt or of guilty

participation. -

Sheriff.

Dd. 8048321 5/80 M. & I. L.d. (Over)
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NOTICE OF PREVIOUS “™NViCirc.._
MATTHEW ROSS oo
In the event of your being convicted of the charge(s) in the Complaint it is intended to place before
the Court the following previous conviction(s) applying to you.
Date Place of Trial Court Offence Sentence
2 February Paisley Sheriff Theft by Housebreaking On 23 February 19482
1882 Summary Fined £50
24 February Paisley Sheriff Theft Fined £60
1582 / Summary
20 April Paisley Sheriff 1/3. Con. Road Traffic On 29 June 1%82
1882 Summary Act 1972, 1/3. Admonished and
1. Section 175(1); licence endorsed_.
2. Section 84(1); and
3. Section 143(1)
21 April Paisley Sheriff Theft by housebreaking On 29 June 1982
1982 Summary and opening lockfast Admonished
place
28 April Filmarnock Sheriff 1/3. Con. Road Traffic On 5 May 1982
1882 Summary Act 1972, 1. Admonished and
1. Section 99(b); licence endorsed;
2. Section 143(1); and 2. Fined £50, licen
3. Section 44(1) endorsed and disgua
ified for 12 months
3. Admonished
29 June Paisley Sheriff Theft by Housebreaking Fined £20
1982 ' Summary

Dd 8687931 100M 6/82 G.C.M. (5191} 244
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TR/ BAST 0D L THICH

T 2AnT AT HOTES (for Secial Backgrovnd Repor rtg)
Roe. Motddhaw ADDRESS: /—aew\_&b:r&
e ch% 6\'1;7115,&, ( Ea). parz oF BIRTH: 3|3\ b5

'''' * COURT:
‘2\ (2 won

RAISREY. RILIGION:
TOTNT CRGATIISATICHS: RCH CONNECTION:
e i (GCOCUPATION: JAGES:
Tather -
Teilgren —
Toarmor luartnonts Penily Allowance

_ Rent 1.P. Commitments
’Jonution of Other Txpenses
How
=
T
e . . e
TELITITAY RIOCCRD:
.

P33CTAL TTISTORY ON REVERSE JIDE:
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29 March 1982

UNDER THE CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1975

IN THE SHERIFF COURT OF NORTH STRATHCLYDE AT PAISLEY

THE COMPLAINT OF THE PROCURATOR FISCAL AGATINST

VMATTHEW ROSS (17) Date of Birth: 7 March 1965

5 Buchanan Street

JOHNSTONE

The charges against you are that

1. on 23 or 24 March 1982 from J P McAlpine and Company, Floor Street,
Johnstone, District of Renfrew, you did steal a motor van, registered

number QUS 378 P:

OR ALTERNATIVELY

date and place above libelled, you did take and drive away a motor
vehicle, namely, said motor van, without having either the consent
of the owner thereof or other lawful authority:

CONTRARY to the Road Traffic Act, 1972, Section 175(1);

2. on 27 March 1982 in Main Street, Kilbirnie, you did drive a motor
vehicle, namely, said motor van, without being the holder of a licence
authorising you to drive a motor vehicle of that class:

CONTRARY to the Road Traffic Act, 1972, Section 84(1); and

3. date and place last above libelled, you.did use a motor vehicle,
namely, said motor van, without there being in force in relation to
the use of the vehicle by you such a policy of insurance or such a
security in respect of third party risks as complied with the require—~
ments of Part VI of the Road Traffic Act, 1972:

CONTRARY to the Road Traffic Act, 1972, Section 143(1).

o 4,:, ('_lz,:‘i\ﬂf\/‘/; Ty

Procurator Fiscal Depute




STRAThULYDE REGIONAL COuNcIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter:

W. R. McGreGonr, T.n.

SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

. NOTIFICATION-OF. HEARING.

A tull list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each casc.

Name

Time of Case

Reason for Appearance

617/72 . Mathew Ross 5.00pm Annual Review.
: “5 Buchena Street
i Johnstone

24 September 1981

Pt .

for Reporter




SWD/19

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:
W. R. MCGRIEGOR, T.D.

MEMORANDUM

Reporters Department To: SWD

From - R i iy J 07 D v isiiieniessinns s v nn e b AT e s s

............................................................................................................

Subject: Reporters” Duties and Transmission of Information, etc. (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the
decision(s) made by a Children’s Hearing isfare* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requircment where appropriate.

Date of Hearing : Name: Decision:
6 (] 1 O [ ] 81
"
17/72 ,Matthew Ross Supervision Termimated
5 Buchanan Street
Johns tone

opy to Johnstone/ Barrhead/

Date ........002. October.....1981............

* Delete as appropriate




FORM 13 Rule 22

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

instrument terminating supervision requirement

(Place and date)

“u

A children’s hearing for <. LTI pamapads

hereby terminate [the foregoing supervision requirement]* [the supervision requjtement attached and

e10.Y)

docqueted with reference heretol* as from

i

. / X

Chairman f;;/
the Children’s Héaring

*Delete as appropriate

v[ ATHEU Ress
¢; go e_%m g‘.ﬂ
6; HR e~ &

Dd 248004/2883 K176 Ed (8184) SBN 11 490614 9




ANAE T i B b

2 S DTG
T V=3TIGATION HOTES (for Socigl Background Reports)
_ 5 %U:lmcu
R, Meddhiow) ADDRESS ¢ W Sk,

B

COTT gy = - DATE OF BIRTH: 7/5( oS
paps o covrr:  A>FANE2 AGE:

LIGION:

TT0CL: —

7OT™T ORGAIISATICHS: HURCH CONNECTIOCN:

PLILY: OCCUPATION: WAGES

N3] A= mys
Orildren

TTome: Anartments Fanily Allowance
Rent ' E. P. Commitments
Condition of Other Expenses

Tome

e ————— o e i e e e e 2

P2:S0TAL MISTORY OF REVIERIE SIDk:
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Jr et AT AN RACIOMA AQURNCTI

T 2 /3A5TC0D DISTRICT

TUVESTIGATTION M0TES (for Social Backgrovnd Reports)

\N\ oXd-0 s {E_g_ [ ADDRESS: 5 @ VS BCian

) \yll\tdf\/\ QJ!L,@\Q
oggTe R 8 R DATE OF BIRTH:
— == Q.._..,_: D5 -
D03 OF COURT: - [ 1 Cosany AGE:
37770CL: RELIGIOQON:
7O ORGAITTISATIONS': CHCRCH CONNECTION:
3\ Ol on (&R
TLILY CCCUPATION: WAGES:
Tather ~
Fether -
Children -
Tome: Avartments Pamily Allowance
Rent H.P. Commitments
Condition of Other Bxpenses
Home

TUFLOYITENT RECCRD:

PIISCHMAL HISTORY ON REVERSE SIDE:




SWD/19

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCILITY OF RENFREW |

. WORK DEPARTMENT
Reporter to the Children’s Panel _: DISTRICT No. 2
Reporter: . 1
W. R. MCGREGOR, T.D. ' | Refd. to S Lo
A(Ik_g'dn
MEMORANDUM Ang'd.
Revorters Depertmsnt Social Work Department
From: eeeeeeienieiiiiiiiiiiiiisensisiniiiariassnisassssnnes T02 sensrarsmsssennesvasensiveshossansesstissrsiossipisons

............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

Subject : Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, ete. (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

¥

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the
decision(s) made by a Children’s Hearing is/are* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:

£4.11,80

n
1
617/72 " Mattew Ross Supervision Cont'd
5 Buchanan Street
Johns tone

F .
Copy 1o Johnstone/ Craigielea House/St. Jemes Street

Novembexr 1980
Date 5'th_orehbef‘9

*Delete as appropriate



FORM 12 - ' Rule 22

N

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1962

Instrument continuing supervision requirement

eI
5 P Imegne
LTLaREN

{Place and date) - 480GV 79

A childran’s hearing for STRATHCL REGION
YDE (=110

considering that [the foregoing supervision requirement]* [the supervision requirement attached and

docqueted with reference heretol* is due to expire on 1% 2. Se. , and being satisfied that it is

5 A

Chairman of
the Children’s Hearing

proper so to do, hereby continue the said requirement in force.

*Delete where appropriate

M

?; Zoecpaninn  OF
Vot e STen

Dd 248004/2883 K132 Ed {8161) SBN 11 490634 3
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SWD/6

STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter: :
W. R. McGREGUR, T.D.

From...... 2 eml”ﬁersbemtmeﬂt ..............................................
....... 34 Newton Street . ... ... 10 Iaighcartside Street . ...
Paisley  TohmStOne. e,

......................................................

SUBJECT: SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1968 SECTION 48(5)

SUPERVISION REQUIREMENT REVIEWS

The undernoted* is/are subject to supervision requirement(s) which it is now necessary to review

Please submit social background report(s) not iater than......... 2211, Octobex 1230
(Where applicable, background reports should also be requested from residential establishments)

_ T '
617/72%[ll iotthew Roas 5 Buchanan Street Jolmstone (7.3.65.)

i, COUNTY OF RENFREW f
SOCIAL WORK DEPARTHENE
DISTRICT No. 2 i

Rec’d. JET .;:50
Ref’d. to 2 s
Ackg'd, o "

i\"_s’d'- ""L(L bwgm"’ :

el

Date ... L 0 2RSS 2 s et mfj S W e
Jfor Reporte

*Delete as appropriate




SWD/7
O RATHCLYDE REGIONAL coun

v' .
Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:

W. R. MCGREGOR, T.D.

SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5
NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

- Thrd ’Itthmber‘1
Herewith notification of a Hearing to be held on...-.u by ay 3 ece 9?9
9.+30am
at

_ the *earmg hoom :.G Back Sn
within,
Street Palsley

.......................................................................................

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case

Name

Time of Case
—— It

Reason for 4 pﬁearanre

617/72

Matthew Ross

11.15am L.A. Review
5 Buchanan Street
JOh.nStone(703065.)

-
Copy to Glen Street/ Johnstone/ Craigielea H

ouse/Maxwell Street

‘|
|
l
1
|
|

for Report



2]
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et
o
3

ATION OF HEARING

Herewith n

ek R T S = S
within......... PG, E2RXINE. HOOMe i iv i cenarnais

A Ceemreenreensconan

Time of Case Reasor for Appearance

CRAXGIELEA JOENETO

z

Ao -

it fad il
ERAIRY L P, sesvansneas
for Reporter



SWD/5
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Pape]
Reporter:
W. R. MCGREGOR, T.D.

MEMORANDUM
From..... ~7ﬂ?/‘z“w’r¢”‘3 ................... To...... 5H. Al
e 73y LE7 74

..............

...........................................

.........................................................

.........................................................

not later than ..., s N i
CLUNTY GF RENFREW. |
J MICHAL WORK DEPARTKENT !
KA > e Asss. 1 DISTRICT MNo. 2 i
S Maca D0 DU | Rad’d, T4 JUNI
 Ret'd. 1
f\ff)’,fﬁf S\NN(:

Cod
| A
'_ f‘.leg'du -

Fa
Ang'd.

Lo

S Y v e e e e

....................
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A 0.2,

SWD/19
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL
Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter:
W. R. MCcGREGOR, T.D.
MEMORANDUM
Frosm: ... The.Reportexr's.Depariment,  7o: ... The. District Managex, . ...
....... 20..Back.Sneddon. Streath,..... e R06ial Work Depariment,. ..
...... PATSLEY eiiviiiiiiiiiee e e Glen Strest.. Paisley........

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Iaformation, ete. (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) {2) 3

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the
decision(s) made by a Children’s Hearing iare* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requiremeni where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision :

12.4.779 MATTHEYW ROSS, . Supervision Continued
5 BUCHANWAW STREET, :
JOHNSTONE., born 3.3.65

ST fiNe e - | SCIAL WORK DEPLRTHENT B
s g i E I ED T LCTRI T W | VORK DEPARTME
CASTWOODIRENFRDW DISTRILY u‘!l I HSTRIGT Mo, :;&TM NT :
s ® RDL AR i Recd, !
23 APy RHD ! ? o d AP r
, : i RNef'd, ia f B -
REED TL comesrensbiisiiiazs ; Y |
D IEL v e =. Facya, :4L, |
ACKGD s | .i 4W °Q»~‘rx_\,[
A — 2 T S Sy /59
= ______“__.___._....»--n_-—-—-‘:_-'-——-“ /fx.t I/” ;o
Date ....... 20 0 L ARTId ;. 197 s e W s R L

Jor Reporter
¥ Deletz ay appropricre



s
., EFERM 12 ) ’ Rule 22

500IAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1988

Instrument continuing supervision reguirement

0 ) e :
j L2 ' 7 5 7 |
/iz L.,,Zg 7 -

(Place and date)

A children’s hearing for Jff&/ﬁ/{g {{//‘,,/ em

considering that [the foregoing supprwsuon requm ment]* [the supervision requirement attached and
docquated with reference hereto}* is due te expire on ,{\TA Iﬂi{ 1 / ?7 ( , and being satisfied that it is

proper so to do, hersby continue the said requirement in force.

e Yl s buiatp€

/-' . Cheirman of "I
o the Childreri’s Hearing

*Delste where appropriate

ma Wi/ IOCSS %7 &75}
5( l_gmcj—\ PN ,/\gif‘f—f’—jn i

;}e LAS*C’N""——.

XI Nmmus é‘ !"DOL
/\6’0{13 {"-’L’f/ /(/

Dd 246304/2883 K132 Ed (8191) : SBN 11 490834 3 -



SWD/7
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter:
W. R. McGREGOR, T.D.

SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

Herewith notification of a Hearing to be held on....Wednesday, 19th April, 1378..........
Abuereirn 200 DeMaiiiiiiiiriiiiiiieen, within......the. Hearing . Roote.....ccocovrienn,
..20. . Back. Sneddon Street,. Paisleye. ..o

A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appearance

617/72 MATTHEW ROSS, 2.%0 p.m Contd. Case (Assess)

p : 5 BUCHANAN STREET, :
“A V JOHNSTONE. born 3.3.65

T0: SWD JOHNSTONE, CRAIGIELEA o 9
COPY: GLEN STREET. ‘ Ang'd e




;S } o) _(‘V‘T /’q‘r"\ b C%} 1177 v

& 3
'-I'-"-ww‘m-/-'l?v>‘-;—f . »--,—L}-.nr..h LL',.
_4;1
1
e D e B
Trom Wo0al
=
-
Taek;
- -Al\.}.i.i.
Tel 5177
To Soginl Woraer
Dre air and Date  6e4.78
Subjzect ! MEZTING ~ Priday, 14+.4.78

The Asazessmsnt T2am will meat at Child Guidance Clinic, Carbrook Street, Paisley
) .

on Friday, 14th April, 1978 commencing 2t 1015 Zeme
ETAEAR IRV T {0 no nave undertaken to attend piease note the times
ara due to bDs discusseds
Tim= Vema of Ohild Pz ’(“"‘I“‘ic“*“"“‘ . Social Worker Haarinz

11454 Hatthew ROSS Mrs Brown Wiss Se Barker, Johnsione 19.4.78

JNTY OF RENFREW | - juy
SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT (o
DISTRICT No. 2 { 2

LRecd. , APRIYT8 | A
fav gl .

| /\Okﬁ'd. \

|I Ana'ds

l n

MISS Se. BARKER, JOHNSTONE



SWD/19
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter: 7 h A 5
W. R. MCGREGOR, T.D.

MEMORANDUM |
5] IR S
From: ....! The..Reporter!s. Department... To: Thel)lstrlctMa.naé*e:;:rﬁﬁ
.....20..Back . Sneddon. . Stxeet,....... ..5eelal Work Department, . ...
..... PATSLEY o e .Glen Street, PAISLEY.. ...

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc, (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the
decision(s) made by a Children’s Hearing t8/are* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:
19.4.78 ~ MATTHEW ROSS, Case Continued.
(5 BUCHANAN STREET,>,

JOHNSTONE. born 3¢3.65

COUNTY OF RENFREW
SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT
DISTRICT No. 2

: Rac’d.

25 78
i 10 P
sekg'd, :"‘:—__-, 18
L Ang’d. N .‘ ,\
{. 'J:'—. ) );" %
Date...... 2040 ARRIDs. 219 80 S L A7 T—

fdr Reporter * /
% Delete as appropriate



SWD/7
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL
Reporter to the Children’s Panel

Reporter:
W. R. McGREGOR, T.D.

SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RULE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

Herewith notification of a Hearing to be held dn......Thu.r.s..d@lh..4."/'11..148:3’.:...191.8.' .................
at.........9030.. 8400 e within..the. . Hearing.Boam,.........cooovevveeen,

..20._Ba.ck..Snedd.on..Stre.e.t,..l’.aislgyg....'. ................
A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case.

Name Time of Case Reason for Appearance

————

617/72 /MATTHEW ROSS, 10.00 a..m\./,\ Contd. New Referral.
\/ 5 BUCHANAN STREET, -
JOHNSTONE. born/#.3.65

NTY OF * R 13,.:1:51\“"

L 1AL WORK DEPAF
S DISTRICT -No. 2

TO0: SWD CRAIGIELEAQ)HNST
COPY: GLEN STREET. - __ 5,314‘; i




e - - = e TR

WH & CO LTD G—CP4A Form of statement by reporter of grounds for the
referral of a case to a children’s hearing. (Rule 15).

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

"

1 MATTHEW ROSS, born 7.3.65, 5 BUCHANAN STREET, JOHNSTONE.

is being referred to a children’s hearing for =~ STRATHCLYDE

on the grounds of the following conditions:

that he has committed the offences specified below, being grounds for
referral in terms of Section 32(2)(g) of the above Act. ‘

STATEMENT OF FACTS - In support of the above
condition it is stated:-

1. that he did while acting with another on 24th February, 1978 from
the roadway on Canal Road, Johnstone steal Bedford Motor Van, Req. No. UYS
36H.

Nature of offences— Theft, or alternatively

that he did while acting with another on 24th Pebruary, 1978
from the roadway on Canal Road, Johnstone take and drive away Bedford
Motor Van, Reg. No. UYS 36H without having either the consent of the
owner thereof or other lawful authority, or knowing said motor vehicle
had been so taken, did drive it or allow himself to be carried in it without
stich consent or authority. .

Nature of offences— Contravention of the Road Traffic A&t; 1972 Section 175.

(Contd. Overleaf)

20 Back Sneddon Street,
PAISLEY, PA3 2DJ.

......... 17k, April,.............1978.

NOTES

At the children’s hearing the child or his parents may or may not accept the grounds for bringing the child
before the hearing. If the grounds are accepted by the child, and his parents, if present, the children’s hearing
will discuss and consider with the child and his parents what is best for the child. If any of the grounds are not
accepted, the hearing may either discharge the referral or direct the reporter to refer to the sheriff for a decision
as to whether or not any of the grounds exist. If this happens the child will have to appear before the sheriff at
a late- date. If the sheriff decides that any of the grounds do exist, the children’s hearing will then discuss and
consicer what is best for the child, as if these grounds had been accepted. If the sheriff decides that no grounds

. exist (he referral will be discharged.

1 Name and address of child 2 Address of reporter

e e



| | SWD/19
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL v

J! SOCIAL WORK DEPART ...

Reporter to the Children’s Panel DISTRICT No. 2
Reporter: Rec'd. ey
W. R. MCGREGOR, T.D. e B O
J Ao '% é . J
MEMORANDUM - i
( Ang'd.
From: ...The.Reporter's. Depariment,.. To: ....Bhe.District..Manager..........
....20. Rack..Snaddon....Street,..... ...aqcial. Yok . Departmeni........
o PAISLEY . v e Glen Street, PAISLEY, .

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc. (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the
decision(s)_made by a Children’s Hearing #/are* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:

16.3.78 / MATTHEW ROSS, Continued for Assessment.
5 BUCHANAN STREET,
OENS'I‘OHE. born 7.3.65

I em— —
SIS IS e NALCO
bRl 5 i
e Nat CouNclL ;
g Soc PARTMENT
' CTTNCT gy
| < 7 idr g
B, T —_—
=) 4 ..:.-:_.:n""‘-u—-_._‘l--"‘-rv'ul':
C VY B i A .-
. : oy AT S BV
Date ......2Lst March, 1978, .. i o

Jfor Reporter J
*Delete as appropriate



SWD/7
STRATHCLYDE REGIONAL COUNCIL

Reporter to the Children’s Panel
Reporter:

W. R. MCcGREGOR, T.D.

SUBJECT: REPORTER’S DUTIES, ETC. (SCOTLAND) RULES 1971—RUIE 5

NOTIFICATION OF HEARING

................ .aw:....1.6i;h.Mamch.,..l9.7.8.............
at.. 2230 8eme within.... the. Rearing. Room,.... .
WCORK DE
....... 2.0...Bﬁqls..Sng.dsiqn....S.i;:c.e.a.et,..l?a,is.l.ey..................... DISTRICT No.
A full list of those cited is undernoted, along with timing of each case. d 5(:76 ) ‘
' Ang'd, = 1‘
Name

Time of Case Reason for Appearance
AR CHEE ———JTT Appearance

617/72  MATTHREY ROSS,
/5 BUCHANAN STREET,
'/ JOHNSTONE. born 3.3.65

9.30 a.m. New Referral,

T0: sSwb JOHNSTONF, MAX/ELL STREET,
COPY: GLI STREET,

N\ i
Date ..., ..Zt:ln..March,..19.7.8...,.._.......... ( il ’ M



Quarrier’'s Humes WEST YON :RTON LT. PROJECT

Registered Office:
BRIDGE OF WEIR,
RENFREWSHIRE PA11 3SA ;

Telephone: BRIDGE OF WEIR 612224

WEST YONDERTON I.T, PROJECT

ASSESSMENT REPORT

Name: Matthew Ross Age: 15 D.0.B,  T703.65
Addfess: 5 Buchanan Street, Johhétone, o

School: 8t. Cuthberts

Referred by: S. McCammond, Social Work, Johnstone Office (now left)

Iain Terry, Social Work, Johmstone Office .

Attendance: Matthew has attended all sessions throughout the Assessment
Period,

Reasons for referral:

ls Unstable home life,
2o lacking stimulation from home,

3¢ Poor self-image.

Youngsters Perception of reasons for referral:.

le I would like more things to do in my area, e.g. Youth Clubs.

2o There is a chance I might get into trouble and I don't want to.
3o I would like to make more friends and think the group might offer

thise

Initial Contract/eoso

A Company Limited by Guarantee. Registered in Scotland. Registered No. 14361.



Tnitial Contract between youngsters/group worker/social worker/parents/
guardians '

This contract was a verbal agreement by the youngsters %o attend the group
for six Wednesday evening sessions, plus a Family/Social Workers' Night
plus a residential weekend, ‘ :

During this period the youngsters also agreed to take part in discussions:
and activity sessions. '

Regular contact by the Group Worker would also be made with the youngsters
family/social worker/school and any other relevant bodies. This was also

agreed too. iy

Description of Group

The group consists of nine youngsters aged 13-15 years. There:are five
boys and four girls, from Johnstone, Howwood, Elderslie, Linwood.

The youngsters are collected from school or home and taken to West Yonderton
where tea is given, After tea the evening is divided into two sessionsi-

1, Group Meding

2, Activities
1, Group Meeting - Issues we have covered so far include:-
(a) Why are we here?

(b) Social Workers reasons for referral,

(¢) Do group members agree/disagree or would add to, their Social
workers reason for referral?

(a) Strengths of group members
(e) Planning programme, e.g. weekend and Family Night.
(£) Areas of difficulty of group members.

2, Activities

At West Yondérton group members have’so far been involved in;
Candlemaking, baking, pool, football, badminton, volleyball,
swingball, table-tennise

On the’ third Wednesday evening we had a visit fo the Magnum Leisure
Centre, Irvine, where group members got involved in skating and table-
tenniss,

During the Pesidential weekend at The Smiddy, near Glencoe, all the
group participated in Oriepteering and Hillwalking.

Family Situation/eeo.



Family Situation

I have made 3 visits to the Ross family, during the Assessment Period,
but have only met Mrs. Ross, who is interested in the group and likes
the idea of Parents Meetingse.

Contact with School

The Group Worker has visited all the group members schools to explain
what the group is about and to arrange to be given access to attendance

records,

Time off school for the youngsters where necessary, €oge residential
weekend, assessments has also been negotiated,

A copy of this report will also be made available to the youngsters
school, -

Strengths

- Matthew's physical appearance and size give the impression of a

tough guy, however under that external appearance, he is very friendly
and aware of other people's feelings, and helps them out if they are
having difficulties expressing themselveso

Matthew is observant and listens well to people. He offers information
readily and asks relevant questions, such as, why we are doing a particular
activity or group game. During group games he is able to verbalise his
feelings, €o.g. it gives you a brass neck, or, it was a nice feeling doing
thate

Matthew thought his Social Worker's impression of him being shy and quiet
was quite funny, but realised how people can get the wrong impression of
you, He certainly in the group comes across as being confident and easily
approachable, They felt he had a good sense of humour and that he was

a very "cuddly" person.

Matthew tries hard at all activities and copes well despite his disability.
He is also kind towards other group members (and animals). He'has a good
relationship with most group members particularly’ John Winters, and
together they offer most to the group discussiond, and also offer help
readily to others.

Areas of Difficulty/soe



Areas of Difficulty

Matthew finds it difficult to get on with one of the girls in the
group, but has recognised this and asked for help to get on with her.

We feel Matthew needs some encouragement in building relationships with
people to give him enough confidence to enter new situations e.g. helping
him find a job, or, getting involved in some club in his own area,

Apart from these, Matthew has not presented any other areas of difficulty
during the time spent in the Group.

Programme Outline for the next 3 months of the Group

The initial Assessment Period for the group ended on March 4th. The
next 3 week period will be spent working out contracts with -each individual
and whether or not they will continue coming to the group.

When the group was set up it was agreed that we should use West Yonderton
as our base for work with the group. However, we now feel that West
Yonderton should be looked at as one resource which we could use, and

turn to the areas the youngsters are living in to provide a base from
which we can work., OSeven out of nine of the youngsters are near Johnstone;
so it seems appropriate that the focus for the group should be in the
Johnstone area., The other two members are from Linwood,

As yet, we have been unable to find premises in Johnstone, but it is hoped
that we will have somewhere for the group restarting on lst April. Those
members committing themselves to rejoining the group will be visited at
home on Wednesday evening 25th March, and we should be able %o tell them
where we will be meeting.

Over the next 3 months we would hope to tackle some of the individual
problems that the youngsters have as well as practical things the group
could get involved in, e.g. Work experiences

Depending on what premises we get we would like to extend the group over
two evenings, one of which would be to tackle individual problems; and
the other could be used as a practical evening for project work, allowing
us to pull on other peoples experiences to aid in acquiring skills,

Revised Contract and aims and objectives for:

1, The Group
(i) To help each other with their problems
(ii) Project work in Johnstone
(iii) Woxrk experience

(iv) Building of relationships

2, Individuals/eoeo



2o Individuals

lo To try and get on with Sandra,

2o, To continue helping and encouraging other group members,

Contract

I agre¢ to work on the above

aims and objectives over the next three
months, at the end of which t

hey will be reviewed again formally,

s

o— a
Signature %% Mg liheLy/ Loss

e
© o o o o

‘(Group Member)

Catriona McEachran. - Group Worker
4th March, 1981




o g & 3 '
* A N TR
A p A L2/ FEIRICIR)

0" (/. Q}!l ¢ \;,lfe/\'(irfuﬂ‘j ‘

A £ f’.' .'!

il er Al
5th November, 1979.
The Reporter's Dept., ‘ |
20 Back Sneddon St.,
Paisley PA% 214,

Matthew Ress (3.%.65)

pmQ”Bthanan_atagwdqhn%inuwu

Matthew had his last Panel on 19th April, 1979,jand‘at:tha%‘time it was

decided to continue hig R.5.0. at 3%, Ninian's.. lowever aftox: _
consultations with the Parents and Iinterested parties,it wan thought bettor

e |

to allow watthew home to start at the Secondary School on a trial
This took place on 22n4 June, 1979, ‘
Between the two dates mentioned above there was the usual progress and

basis,

Uatthew's behaviour was satiﬂfactory.'

ﬁaving been in touch with Mrg, Carswell, wocial Work Dept., sbout Mattrg
attendance gt School and found it to be goodythenawe have no hesitation
in respectfully tecommending that Matthew's Regidential Supervision
Order be terminated.

The Residential School, St, Ninian’sngiil try to he epresented at the
Hearing, | ' =

(Mr.) M.V..urphv,
b y'/)

-}tv;" “.-1‘.(. P ;._t\';i.va /. .

(Residential social Worken),
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EDUC/7

D cpuertmient ui Repories (o ey dgsen’s Paned

o kit Work (Svotand YAci 1968 (Lidaren's freanigs)

i. Name of Child

4. Address .....

«. Present Scheol &“' C,

Year Reached (e.2. Primary 7, Isi e o

4. School Previously Attend.:d.
Date of Leaving. ... ..
6. Number of Previous Schools
7. Record of Attendance
(a) During last Session
{b) During current Session
(c) During last four weeks. .

i. Please tick appropriate box.

[

Absent with
Reasonable Excuse

]

Condondd
Abscenees

.i. Rerarks, ifany. .

§. Teacher's Observaiions .. it

1a) Hyperaciive D

(b) Disabilities known or suspected: —

Eyesight @

Any Other Known Defects:—
Burn scars

fg R

Lot D
Heuring D

on hand

EDUCATIGNAL REPORT

it of

,Lgl/_\

A Yew)

T

F. e
Yissible
i !
"

Please tick as appropriate and it possible expand on any entry at (b) i

9. Previous reference to Specialist Services.

€. 1 Please T.ICK_T D

Socs v ok i
Child ¢ one s

3] W L t

Mated C !

i

YOI §

i i

L A% NP l '

QHNW:;NE_

RV SR TN

. Absences

'RbS

AbSeNCeS . .vecanarasasan

L] [/

Kegular Chronic
Truant Truant

Listless

R D fivaos | I

' to . :
! # {
i Ang'd, g




10. Type of Course Followed:
L] [] L
Primary Common Course Certificate Nou-Certificate Remedial

11. Academic Assissment Set Against Course Group:—

%
[] [] [] L
Very Able Pup# Above Average Average Below Averauge Well B.:low Average ;

A

“12. Child’s Application and Potential:—
Both application and potential are negligible. DPerhaps because he 1s unable

........ R R I R T T - T T N I I I B R S B R

T

A

.to. cope,, perhaps because of a tofal lack. of enthusiasm, but more .probably.... ?

.a combination of bothe .. .. . . L. L

[ o

13. Character and Personality: :‘
From very limited observations due to prolonged truancy I feel Mathew is not
well liked by peer group. Ile appears incapable of distinguishing ftruth %
from fiction and will cling stubbornly to his version of events in face of K
overwhelming evidence. Some sugpestion that he is !'scape goat'!, though not 3

ntire an_jknnocent .one, for some other members of classa
14. Behaviour (Please tick as appropriate):— ’

§
£
. g 2 12
- s1g e HEIERE i
S|8l2is|=|5|8|28 |z 3
[z} =3 o = = o) -~ = T
= & Q X 7] .2 i o E i
_ glals 18181480 :
. | 7
In Class . . ;s s s G i Satuma e & i b 3
. | f ! ! ' g
Outside Class . ... .. L T i i i | : : ‘ 1
Y B . | j._ - l ] ;
15. The Nature of Previous Contact Between School and Parents: — v
Letter re. truancy, visit from mother. Further visits from mother following
.suspension, for . truancy. and behaviqural .prohlensa........ S - : i
16. Part-Time Employment (if known):— E
Nll ......... P OO R oo A~ Bt 7o s <o Bty AT T Ve .'.":;
: .
17. Qeneral Comments: — - '
Struggling,, or more accurately not even. struggling,..to.maintain.place.within b
I
,School ... .

Date | 20 Jamuary 1978

SCROOL...covevereeeeeereerreenn R

Name ......... ey e e M AdAPess ........cvuiviieiiieiiiiisiiissnenseasensassasnesen *.

Date of Birth................

Please note that when the above-named child appeared at a Children’s Hearing on.................. 1

...... tevrerenmnnssnssreressrereraeernsesnes-E1E CASE was disposed of as follows:

Date soisiiimisinisimaisiiainstnans iisi s vaoniia iae R A R e T kb s s R ra e ;
Reporter.



COUNTY OF RENFREW EDUCATION COMMITTEE

Child Guidance Centre

T Main Road, Castlehead, Paisley PA2 6AH Tel. 041-887 2281

R. K. McKNIGHT,
M.A., M.Ed

Principal Psychologist

JAAB/JP 13th June, 197k,

Mr. WsJ. Parker,

Aspistant Director of Social Worl,
Social Worlk Department,

3-7 Glen Street,

PAYISLEY

Dear Mr. Parlter,

Matthew Rosz, To3.64L.
5 Buchanen Street, Johnsatone.

This bey and his mother attended for interview on 10.6.74.

Mrs. Ross stated that the situation at homo had improved since previous reoportse
Zhe said that her husband had recently modified his drinking habits and woc

now more temperatoe than befere. However, there were indicaticng during her
conversation that there were still occasgional incidents where Mr. Ross! drinking
habits became something of an issue. For example, she stated that she had been
afraid to tell her husband about Matihew's offence bzacause of his poscible
over-reaction vhile under the influence of alecohol.

Mr. Ross has obviocusly provided little emotional support to his wife, since

he is away from home almost every day of the week, His absences from the heone
are such that one must guestion the depth of his reletionship with his children.
It is wmlikely that he is seen as a positive figure in the houschold. From

all accounts, Mrs. Ross; who would not apposr to be the most capable of wemen,
has had to accept most of the responsibility for rearing the children. Matthew
regponds to his father when he is preosent but takes advantage of his mother

end is disobedient towards her. This would also suggest that this problen

has resulted from Mr. Ross' fallure to become invelved in the management and
training of his children. It is possible that he has realised his failure

in this respect since Mrs. Ross did say that he was now making an atterpt to
relate to Matthew and had purchased fishing equipment se that they could go on
a fishing holiday tegether.

Matthew was assessed during 1971 when he was found to be of below average
ability. He was referred on account of the related problems of truancy and
retardation, Reports from the school at that time suggested a lack of
cooperation from the home,; although this may well relate to Mrs. Ross' inadequacy
rather than to active antagonism towards the school.

Intelligenco testing on 10,6.74 gave a similar result to the previous ones
Educationally, his reading showed considerable retardation, his current
reading age being only 6 years 7 months, His knowledge of arithmoiic was also
extremely limited. Personality asscessment gave ne indication of emoticnal
preblems and it appeared that Matthew was a iormal, though perhaps slightly
moanipulative individual.



Mr, W.J. Parker 13th June, 197k,

Overall, :t would appear that certain factors within the home, namely Mrs.
Ross' inadequacy and perhaps overpermissive attitudes to the children and .
ber hushand!s lack of support and involvement are at the rcot of the current
problem. Also, Matthew's schocl attendance has been a problem for scme timo,
and although this is probably due to a lack of supervision and centrol, his
poor atta nments must also be taken into account as a possible reason for
non-attendance.

I suggested to Mrs. Ross that attendance at Child Guidance Clinic would be
advisable end she agreed to cooperate in this. However, I feel that a degree
of supervision would also be benoficial and it wmay be worthwhile to consider
coempulsory spupervision with attendance at Child Guidance Clinic a conditien
cof the requirement.

Yours sincerely,

Depirte/ Principal Psychologist.
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HO0L HEALTH DEPARTMENT e ~ TUE

Telephone Caus
o~ = 2ussys
41-889 8701/4 - S o
N PAISLEY
. —'\.__
-."\.. '
th June, 1974,
¥r. Farker,
~ssistant Director of Social Vor ke,
Social York Department,
3 - 7 Glen Street,
PATSIEY,

some time. In uy opinion part of

G
Lor ais truvency is the fact that he cannot do his 1 lessons. £An
assegssment placed } 1n the dull category but he does not ss
work to that level, Possibly Mr. Brown will have comments to
direction. He has extensive scarring fro® a bura but otherwi
healithy.

fours sincerely,
Y idedns oo iy, Lty -

Community “edicine Specialist (Child Health)
Argyll & Clyde Health Board.

-
)



Date

ROSS: Matthew Case No.

CH/C

2/1906/2

Sheet No. 8

SUPERVISION NOTES

4,11,80

I attended Matthew's Children's Hearing. It was decided that his
Supervision should continue, The main reason was a concern that his
school behaviour might deteriorate over the next few months.

November/December, 1980

Mrs Ross is of the opinion that Matthew is not a problem, however Mr
Ross is of the opinion that he is too quiet. There appear to be no
school problems and Matthew's greatest concern seems to be the
continual marital problems of his parents., Mr and Mrs Ross were
separated just before Christmas and I had to mediate to facilitate

a reconcilliation. It is difficult to have a conversation with
Matthew, who only speaks when asked a direct question.

January/March, 1981

Matthew became a member of an Intermediate Treatment Group which was
being run at West Yonderton. For further information see the reports
from West Yonderton. Otherwise things remain the same., Although
not enthusiastic about school, he continues to attend and does not
get into any trouble there. Apart from the Intermediate Treatment
Group, Matthew does not appear to have many interests outside the
home, Although he is beginning to show an interest in motorbikes,

I am not sure if this is a good thing in view of his age.

April/May/June, 1981

Matthew has begun to drift away from the Intermediate Treatment
Group. No reason is given by him, apart from stating that he

cannot be bothered, He has been charged with two minor thefts which
he is denying. No date has been given for the trial as yet. He
has left school and has no qualifications. Despite pressure from
myself and Mr Ross, he is making no efforts to find employment.
Lorraine is causing problems within the house, See Supervision

File 2/1906/3 on Lorraine.

July/August/September, 1981

Matthew is very lazy and apathetic. He spends an abnormal amount of
time sleeping and appears to have very little interest in 1life. Mr
Ross has tried getting him out of bed in the morning, but Matthew
either sleeps on the couch or in the garden (depending on the weather).
He is not forthcoming in interview, and I have written to the Reporter
requesting a review in order to get his Supervision Order discharged.

2,10,81

A Children's Hearing took place today and Matthew's Supervision Order
was discharged. I will continue to have contact with the family in
regard to Lorraine,




CH/C

ame 1OSS# Matthew Case No. &/1%06/2_
Sheet No. [
SUPERVISION NOTES
Date
ugust '80 There does appear to be a good deal of friction between Mr and Mrs Ross
,cont'd) and this apparently comes to the fore when Mr Ross has been drinking.

Mrs Ross did in fact inform me that she was on the verge of leaving again
during last weekend. At this point I again tried to express the importance
of attempting to make some definite plan for the future of their marriage,
in view of the uncertainties that exsist and the effect it is having on the
children., Although Mrs Ross seems to realise this, it is obvious her
decision has been to come and go.

Over the years Mrs Ross has assumed responsibility for the upbringing of

the children, and it would appear that Mr Ross has encouraged this role.

The paradox of the situation is that Mr Ross does want to be seen as the
father figure and will make attempts to do so i.e. taking Matthew and his
brother fishing but at the same time opts out of any respensibility which
became apparent when Mrs Ross began discussing problems encountered recently
with their teenage daughter Lorraine. Indeed in further discussion about
this by Mrs Ross she seemed to be suggesting that her husband saw the Social
Work Department as having more responsibility in terms of looking at their
children's behaviour. Lorraine has apparently been staying out on occasions
overnight and lying about her whereabouts, and also stealing money, Any
action taken over this has been by Mrs Ross who has physically punished
Lorraine. I suggested to Mrs Ross that her daughter's behaviour may be

due to a few things and may have as much to do with what was happening
within the home, which Mrs Ross tended to agree with.

Apparently Matthew 's behaviour in general has caused few problems. Mrs
Ross did inform me of an incident that had taken place the previous week,
Matthew had apparently threatened to take an overdose of tablets during the
middle of the night which was apparently a cry for attention from his mother
as he had said to her that she did not care about him., Matthew was
apparently talked out of this by his mother. It is difficult to assess
exactly what triggered off this exhibition of Matthew's insecurity as the

_ only comment made by Mrs Ross was that despite having chatteq~ to Matthew

“ for quite a while previous to this she had then alvised him to go to bed.
JFovrther discussion about this however Matthew was brought in to the
conversation. This seems to have been one way for Matthew to express his
feelings of rejection at being at St. Ninian's for fourteen months, He
was able to express this very openly both in the prescence of myself and
his mother. It is evident for example that he felt that his parents could
have visited him more often during his stay at St. Ninian's. He was however
home on weekend leave every second weekend, The fact that it was undeniable
that the Ross family would have had difficulty getting to St. Ninian's
was raised with Matthew. It is felt that the main question does lie in
gy r Ross saying that the review hearing that Matthew was not ready
to return home, However it was the decision of the panel that a Home
Supervision Order should come into existence., The indications are as
mentioned that there have been no major problems with Matthew's behavour over
the period so far,

Mrs Ross understandably saw herself a§.com1ng in for a lot of criticism frr
all members of the family, mainly 4 i her husband. However -
has been pointed out to her that as long as she accepts the role of
disciplinarian in the household, and the criticism of her husband -

then she will continue to be cast in it.

—~F
\




TRANSFER SUMMARY

The Ross family have been known to this department for a number of years

and initial contact with Matthew was in 1974 following a referral by the
Reporter's Department. At a Review Hearing on 13th December, 1979,
Matthew's Supervision Requirement was varied to a Home Order. Prior to

this, Matthew had returned from St. Ninian's, Falkland on a trial basis

on 22nd June, 1979, and appeared to have few problems integrating back

into the community and school. This case was transferred to myself in
February, 1978, and contact with Matthew to date has reinforced the fact

that he continues to make good progress at home despite the tensions and
parental disharmony which exists. The indications are that Matthew has
caused few problems and both parents appear happy with his current

behaviour. Contact with Matthew's school (St. Cuthbert's) also confirms
that he has settled down there and his attendance is satisfactory.

Matthew is rather a reserved boy and is usually fairly reticent in the
interview situation. He is a fairly pleasant boy, who I would suspect
requires a fair bit of stimulation in a number of aspects, namely taking an
interest in himself and any plans he may have for the future. There are
indications that recently he has been able to express himself more. An
example being an expression of his rejection to his mother in relation to

his stay at St. Ninian's., This is something which could be discussed in
nore depth with Matthew, particularly as his views were mainly negative,
Matthew appears to have few interests outwith his own home and spends a

good deal of his leisure time indoors, only having a few close friends,

It was hoped that Matthew could be encouraged to be mare outgoing and

as Matthew had shown an interest in the West Yonderton Project an
application was made in his name. Re¢ently it would appear that Matthew

is finding a few new interests on his own. Contact with Mr and Mrs Ross
tended to be in relation to various financial difficulties which occurred
from time to time. Some discussion has taken place about their marriage

and the effects the separations were having on the children, This, I feel,
has been limited, mainly due to an avoidance of meeting up with myself,
particularly on Mr Ross's part. The situation does tend to flare up on
occasions with Mrs Ross leaving the family home but usually returning shortly
afterwards. Mr Ross has a drink problem and this in gddition to his
unemployment has created some financial difficulties, and has further reduced
his status as a positive figure in the household, Mrs Ross continues to take
the onus of responsibility for the upbringing of the family as Mr Ross has
failed to become involved in the management of the children, a recent example
of this being a lack of support to his wife in the control of their daughter
Lorraine who is currently rebelling against her parents, ©Plans for the
future and topics for discussion could include discussion with Matthew in more
depth his feelings about the family situation and how he sees the relation-
ships within it. Matthew's own plans for the future i.e., employment, "
promotion of relationships outwith the home, and trying to encourage him

to become involved in things which may provide him with some self satisfaction.
The situation at home does give cause for concern but any attempts at discussing
difficulties both past and present have usually proved to be futile, It is
felt that the Ross family see this Department mainly in relation to providing
financial assistance. Any success in this area in the future may therefore
be limited. Another point for discussion could well prove to be Matthew's
sister Lorraine who has recenﬁ%y caused a few problems within the home and
this may be :A%\)rf)a whngb\,\*\rm 1scus31on about the family as a whole®,

E TV, { c
S B S
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CH/C

ROSS: Matthew Case No. 2/1906/®

Sheet No. 6

SUPERVISION NOTES

23-6'&
cont'd

July '80

July '80

He has in the past however had long periods without drinkin,

t g but usually
reverts back to his o0l d habits. Mr Ross spoke with some pride of his

eldest son Martin who dis now married with a child of his own. Martin
had in fact left the family home a number of years ago due to his father's
drinking and the unsettled atmosphere., Asked Mr Ross if T could meet up
with himself and his wife at a later date and he was agreable to this,

I therefore arranged to see both parties the following week,

Saw Mrs Ross but was informed that Mr Ross had gone out fishing, She
described things at home as reasonable since her return stating that her
husband's drinking was now more moderate. Mrs Ross informed me that her
husband had never admi-tted to having a drink problem, This being the
opposite from my own contact with Mr Ross. She was in fact rather
surprised that Mr Ross had been so open with myself in admitting to this
problem., She more or less endorsed what her husband had said the previous
week i.e. that he had always been a heavy drinker since the start of their
marriage and this was in fact his main leisure pursuit. Over the years
Mrs Ross seems to have adjusted to this and the separations. She informed
me that the rearing of the children had mainly been left to her., As
mentioned Mr Ross does take an interest in the children's well-being
however from Mrs Ross's comments it is obvious they feel more secure in

her company and I would suspect that Mr Ross has difficulty coping with
this rejection,

There is still the problem over money coming into the home in that Mrs
Ross used to visit her husband at the Pub to receive money for the family,
It again may be a matter of time before the situation blows up again, At
present Matthew is living with his grandparents and as I had made an
arrangement to see Matthew the following day I advised his mother to get
Matthew to inform me of his return. YMrs Ross claims that her husband
spends a good deal of his time outdoors because when at home he gets in
her way. I would suspect that he was not over anxious to see myself

in the company of his wife, I asked the question if Mr and Mrs Ross

were able to go out and relax together. Mrs Ross informed me that in the

main this usually consisted of going to a Pub which does not suit her as
she does not drink,

. SMeC/JF

On the 11th of this month Mrs Ross called in to the office and was seen in
my absence by Isabelle Ratcliffe. She had applied for a grant in relation
to school clothing and her application had been refused by D.H.S.S. She
was advised to apply to Priory Park Education Department for uniforms,

Visited the following week and saw both Mr and Mrs Ross. 1t was obvious

Mr Ross had been drinking which made holding any kind of reasonable
conversation with him virtually impossible. For most of my visit Mr Ross
continued to make derogatory statements in relation to D.H.S.S. and ourselves.
I did however manage to find out from Mrs Ross if an application had been sent
to Priory Park, which indeed it had, two days previous to my visit. Informed
her that I would make an engquiry to Priory Park on their behalf to see if
there was an entitlement to a school clothing grant.

y



ly '80
mt!d)

1igust '80

Spoke to Mr Cummings, Area Bducation Officer, Priory Park. His initial impressicsmm
was that the family were above the income bracket to receive a grant as Family
Income per week is in the region of £66,  After some discussion about the family
with Mr Cummings he agreed to invite Mr and Nrs Ross in to see him at PrioryPark _
Informed the Ross family of this 'phone call, and advised them to inform me of th e
outcome of their visit. They did not get in touch with me but I 'phoned Mr
Cummings at Priory Park and was informed that the grant had in fact been made fors
clothing for all the children.

Also saw Matthew during this month and did in fact take both Matthew and his frieng
John Winters (who is also on supervision to myself) along to the West Tonderton
Project. Both parties seemed favourably impressed with the facilities at this

farm type building and were hopeful that they may be included in a group there imn ¢
the future. After I had given them a conducted tour we had a game of pool, Both
had been rather quiet during the journey over to West Yonderton, with John
noticeably the more talkative of the two. As I chatted to the boys while We vere
playing pool etc, both appeared a bit more secure in my company, noticeably

Matthew and the interaction between John and Matthew was interesting in that tlt;ey
were fairly supportive of each other in their comments.

On the 14th of this month Mr Ross called in to the office. He had in fact made
application to Linwood Road for Supplementary Benefit but apparently no payment
had been made over the last fortnight, 'Phoned Linwood Road who informed me that
a £55 payment had been sent out to Mr Ross last night.

Mr Ross was in a less aggressive frame of mind and I managed to chat to him
briefly however as I had another appointment this conversation did tend to be
short. From what I can gather, things seem to be going reasonably smoothly

at home, in that Mrs Ross has made no move to take herself or any of the children
outwith the home., I would suspect however from some of Mr Ross's comments that
there is still a great deal of uncertainty and strain within the home. It woulg
appear Mr Ross is still drinking heavily although apparently this is not on the
same level as prewious months., I expressed the desire to see both Mr and lrs
Ross on their own especially before leaving this department which Mr Ross seemeq
to agree with although he has in the past avoided these arrangements,

Matthew for his part seems to be doing reasonably well at this point, His father
described him favourably and he had in fact been fishing with both his father anqg
his brother over the weekend. ‘

In relation to D.H.S.S. apparently Mr Ross had called into the office the previoys
week and had been seen by Jan Docherty. The problem was much the same as he
presented to myself, in that there was a change in his benefit which had taken
various form filling and there was a subsequent delay. During his visit to

the office he was again rather irate. It is possible that both Mr and Mrs

Ross see this department as mainly providing practical assistance.

Visited the family home later in the month, having arranged to see both Mr and
Mrs Ross, The purpose of this visit was to inform them of my departure, as I

had in fact already informed both Matthew and his father, but had not seen lMrs
Ross. t was also hoped to discuss with Mr and Mrs Ross the importance of Seeing
both of them in the future to talk about their marriage and the effect it was
having on their children etc.

On arrival at the family home I saw Mrs Ross and Matthew who was of f school with
'flu', Mr Ross had apparently gone down to Johnstone to sign on and Mrs Ross
tended to make excuses for the fact that he was not there i.e. that he must haye
forgotten about our arrangement.

Matthew seemed to have quite a bad bout of the 'flu' and had in fact been to the
Doctor and received antibiotics etc. Neither his mother or Matthew had informeq
the school of his absence and I advised them to do so. I saw Mrs Ross on hep
own for a period before Matthew's arrival, and from talking to her it would be
difficult to assess Mr Ross's reaction and indeed hers to a joint interview. I
am informed that Mr Ross continues to drink, however this does not appear to be
to such an extent as before, partly due to the limited amount of money available,

/
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Name ROSS: Matthew Case No. 2/1906/2,

Sheet No. 5

SUPERVISION NOTES

Date

May '80 Unfortunately Matthew f=iled to keep an appointment, He did however show up
the following week accompanied by his friend John Winters who is also on
Supervision to myself . I had a brief chat with both boys and took the
opportunity of discussing in some detail how they spent their leisure time.

I made the suggestion that perhaps their names could be put forward to the
West Yonderton Project and both seemed in agreement with this, I shall

take this up with both boys individually at a later date. Matthew claimed
that he had forgotten about our appointment and I again stressed the importance
of keeping to specified +times or 'phoning if any difficulty arose.

10.6.80 Received a message from the Standby Service to say that Mrs Ross had made a call
over the weekend. Apparently she had again decided to leave the family home

and she was advised by S tandby to report to the local Police Office and await
a call by the Housing Officer.

Visited 5 Buchanan Street the following day. I was greeted by Matthew outside
the door and was informed that Mr Ross was in bed. I enquired why Matthew was
not at school for which he could provide no reasonable explanation, Matthew
claims that his father has been up in the morning to put him out to school but
it does not appear that he had followed this through, Mrs Ross and the other
children are apparently outwith the home just now but Matthew was unsure where
they were staying. Mr Ross did not get out of bed during my visit but I did
manage to have a conversation with Matthew. Matthew was rather reserved in
his comments and stated that he was not at home when his mother decided to leave,
I strongly advised Matthew to return to school the following day and informed
him that I would be checking with St. Cuthbert's as to whether he had done so,
Visited the home later in the day in an attempt to see Mr Ross, There was no
reply. Returned the following day and again there was no reply. I left a

card for Mr Ross to contact myself,

13.6.80 'Phoned St. Cuthbert's School and spoke to Matthew's Guidance Teacher, Mr Young,

I was informed that Matthew had not been at school all week. Mr Young informed
me that although Matthew does play truant occasionally his behaviour is
satisfactory and he causes no real problem within the school.

'Phoned the Ross's family doctor to enquire if there had been any recent contact
with this family. Doctor 0'Kane informed me that there had not been any contact
with any member of the family,

Visited. Saw Mrs Ross and all the children, Mr Ross was apparently in his
bed, Mrs Ross tends to be protective of her husband and informed me that the
reason why he was in his bed was because he had been working in a pub, I would
suspect that he is again drinking heavily, MNrs Ross informed me that following
an arguement last Thursday evening which was apparently over the cooking of a
meal she left the home on her own, I was informed that she returned on the
Saturday and took all the children with her except Matthew, This was apparently
due to the fact that Matthew did not want to 80. Mrs Ross was staying with the
children at the Geoff Shaw Lodge in Paisley, She informed me that she returned
following a meeting with her husband during the week. She decided to return
home following some conversation with Mr Ross where he promised to stop drinking,
It is evident that she takes such promises with a pinch of salt but at the Same

time made the decision to return home.

/




.6.80
nt'd

1 informed Mrs Ross that Matthew had not attended schoolL whilst she was away. the
assured me that she would make sure he attended on Monday. Told Mrs Ross thatl
would welcome the opportunity to speak to both her and her husband about recent
events and also Matthew's schooling. Mrs Ross was amenable to the suggestion
and I arranged to see both herself and Mr Ross the following Monday.

Saw Matthew later in the day at the office. Matthew is a quiet but likeable boy.

He was slightly more outgoing in the interview situation, Matthew was, like his
mother, rather defensive of his father. He informed me that his Dad made meals for
him etec whilst his mother was away and that there were no problems between the two

of them during this period. Matthew made vague references to his father being ill
during the times when I visited and he was in his bed. Matthew informed me that he
attended the Doctor himself as he had been suffering from stomach pains and diarrhoea,
As he had left it until the end of the week to see the Doctor, he was not given a note
to excuse him from school. I again tried to impress on Matthew that his attendance
was very important especially in view of the fact that it would be taken into
consideration at his Review Hearing., Matthew has a rather negative opinion of
school although when prompted did canfess that there were certain subjects which he
derived some enjoyment from,

He still appears keen to join the Army when he leaves school and admitted to myself
that this was partly to get away from home. It is obvious that the family situation
and subsequent separations must have had an unsettling effect on this boy. It

N Hn| COsses however from my own contact with him and the comments made by the schoo.

23.6.80

that he is making reasonable progress at this time.

Mr and Mrs Ross did not keep their appointment for Monday, 16th June. I wrote to
them and made an appointment for the following week. Had advised them to get in
touch with me if there was any difficulty, unfortunately this appointment was not
kept either. I then visited the home on the same day but did not get a reply.
'Phoned S%. Cuthbert's School and was informed that Matthew had attended four days
out of the five over the past week and that he had been sent home on one of the days
due to illness.

SMcc/JF

Mr and Mrs Ross did not keep an appointment that I had arranged by letter, Mr Ross
did however call in to the office later in the week to inform me that his wife was in
fact in bed with 'flu'. We discussed at some length the week during which his wife
and the children, Also discussed the fact that Matthew had not attended school that
week, Mr Ross was very defensive about this and claimed that Matthew had not been
well during the week and had gone to Doctor Scade and pointed out that this was
towards the end of the week and therefore he was not given a medical line.

Mr Ross is a well built, healthy looking individual who however seesmed rather nervous
as his hand on occasion was shaking. This can also be seen in relation to his
heavy drinking which he was again very open about. FProm what I can gather he has on
occasion had in the past periods of hospitalisation both in the Alexandria and
Riccartsbar, none of which seem to have had any long term effect. Mr Ross claims
that the main reason for his heavy drinking is the pressure of finance at home.

From what I can gather he has always drapk fairly heavily., He also finds it very
difficult to keep away from company that he has drunk with in the past. Apparently
they frequently offer him alcohol. We discussed the effects that his drinking must
be having on the children and also his wife and the frequent separations which add
further to the instability of the home and family set-up.

It is obvious from Mr Ross's comments that he has always seen his wife as having the
majority of responsibility for the children and has left their upbringing in her hands,
For obvious reasons Mr Ross does not have very good relationships with his children
and feels rather like an oussider. It is obvious that Mr Ross does have feelings for
his family but it is questionable how motivated he is to try and improve the situation
at home.

/



Hatthew Ross (Junior), IT/JF

5 Buchenan Sireet,
Johmatone.

Y¥r Terry

25th February, 1982

Dear Matthew,

As you should be aware you were fined £50 a week on 23»d February, payable
at £5 per week, If for any reason you are unable to meet any weekly payment
please contact myself immediately,

Yours sincerely,
.
o by
I, Terry (Me)
Social Worker,




o tthew Ross (Junior),
5 Buchanan Street,
Johnstone,

Dear ¥atthew,

I have received another request for a Social Dackground Eeport on you.
This is in conmection with taking and driving away a Vall. T will visit you
to prepare the report on Tuesday, 6th April, at 2.30 pem, If for any reason
this time is inconvenient please notify me beforehand,

Yours sincerely,

/}- e, /[;}‘y

I, Terry (¥r).
Bocial VWorker,




Mathew Ross
5 Buchanan Street IT/S%

Johnstone.
Mr. I. Terry

Sth May, 1981.

Dear Mathew,

Could you please come and see me on Thursday, 7th May, 1981,
at about 2.30 pPes If for any reason you will not be able to
attend would you please telephone me beforehand.

Yours sincerely,
oo
/ﬁuﬂ ﬂ%@%—

I. Terry (Mr.)
Social Worker.




The Manager Johngtone 244331
Department of Health & Social Security

Linwcod Road IT/S%

Paisley,

Mr. I. Terry

30th January, 1981.

Dear Sir,
Mathew Ross

5 Buchanan Street
Johnstone,

D T ——————

I am at present acting on behalf of Mr. Ross concerning an
application of his for help from your department with an outstanding
electricity account. Mr. Ross was turned down for assistance and nas
submitted an appeal.

On contacting the Electricity Board I was informed that an officer
from your department had contacted them in regard to a postponement of
Mr. Ross® disconnection date in accordance with Section 7 of the
Electricity Boards code of practice. Unfortunately this official told
the Flectricity Board that your department would not be making a payment
to Mr. Ross as his appeal would be unsuccessful, &8s a result of this
official giving his opinion on the outcome of Mr. Ross' appeal the
Electricity Board initially declined to implement section 7 of their code
of practice and stated that Mr. Ross would be disconnected before hig
appeal to you is heard. Fortunately Mr. Ross was in contact with this
department and we were able to get the Electricity Board to delay
disconnection until after the outcome of the appeal.

I would be grateful if you would give this situation consideration
as I am concerned about the possible consequences of any similar cases
occurring in the future.

Yours faithfully,

D oz
I. Terry (Mr.)
Social Worker.

10 Laighcartside Street, Johnstone.



The Managery

Department of Health & Social Security

Linwood Road IT/SZ
Paigley.

Mr. I. Terry

22nd December, 1980.

Dear Sir,

Mathew Ross
5 Buchanan Street
Johnstone.

I am writing on behalf of Mr. Mathew Ross who wishes to apply for
an exceptiocnal needs payment to meet his outstanding electricity bill.
T would be pleased if you would deal with this claim urgently as he is
due for disconnection.

T trust that this letter will suffice as an application fwom

Mr. Ross who would also like to be assessed for any other benefits to
which he may be entitled.

Yours faithfully,

e Ty

Tain Terry
Social Worker.




The District Accountant

South of Scotland Electricity Board
20 Stevenson Street

Paisley

PA2 6BH

Dear Sir,
Ross

IT/S2

Mr. I. Terry

22nd December, 1980,

5 Buchanan Street
Johnstone,
Ref. U 7054336

This is to inform you that Mr. Ross has applied to the Department
of Health and Social Security for help with the family's outstanding

electricity bill.

In accordance with the Code of Practice I assume

that no action will be tsken by yourself until the outcome of this

claim (including any appeal) is known.
informed of the progress of this claim.

I will ensure that you are kept

Yours faithfully,

N
T o

—

Iain Terry
Social Worker.




WEST YONDERTON I.T, PROJECT = . en DYoed G AN Y TR

REFERRAL/ACCEPTANCE FORM

DATE: 2nd July, 1980 Taken By:
N@ é'ﬁa‘sth_ay Ross AGR: 15 D.o'.B{ 7.3.65 Tels No.j_':’;

i % . - T T Lp

e G

lﬁDRESS:5.Buchanan Street, . Johnstone,

E éi ona.af'.“' Matthew has kept in regular contact with myself and appears to have had. 'no
_a&~;:.a-- gerious difficulties settling back into the community. f 1A

DELINQUENCY(OFFENCES‘ =g

May, 1974 Chlldren’s Hearing Housebreaking with Intent Home Supervision. (Attendance at-"
Child. Guidance as ‘a condltlon)‘

May, 1978_ Children's Hearing Truapcy, Theft Referrals Residential.Supervision, St
BAMILY: | ' Ninian's Falkland $ill Review -
t ﬁH!EEEEEE' : : December, 1979. AP Uity

The:e is a hlstory ‘of marital disharmony and short separatlons between Mr and Mrs Ross. Mrd_Pﬁ
Ross has a drink problem which as mentioned causes a rather tense and stralned atmoaphere e
atf ome on occaslons. Matthew has two brothers and sisters, 7

PERSONALITY' Matthew is rather reticent in the 1nterv1ew situation but he 1s aﬁ
yoy who ‘can be encouraged to voice his opinions.

0.4 Strengths(ﬂeaknesses. _ ‘

Has managad over the past 6 months to have Lacks motivation in relqtlon to- 1elsure i
regular sighool attendance and has steered pursuits. Needs to take more of an 1nterest

cle Jof £urther in himself (clothing, cleanliness etc
: l %;‘ ﬁEHfE§-Was badly burned aged Underwent an eyegéperation now hag llttle

or no sight in one eye He is however generally a healthy ind1v1duéu

léLjﬂggﬁ 593m3 to spend a good deal of time ; 4 ors and seems to lack interest in’ AR
-qpnstructmva lalsur@ pursuits, He has a few close friends and takes an 1nterest 1n football

:r-@‘ ﬁELATIONS‘ etc Off a.nd on.
' A & Matthew appears to be on reasonably good terms Wlth both parents although

their rather disruptive lifestyle has I feel had a rather unsettllng
Steffect on all the children. ¢

L

yftrstt

‘ gﬁSON FOR REFERR&L - Matthew presents as rather a shy aulet boy and an 1nvolvementf1n i
acgroup may provide the stimulation that he requires to take more of° an 1nterest 4n; hzmself

_ﬁgﬁd people arounﬂ him. as well as promoting an interest in leiﬂure act1v1tles whlch would"




INTERNAL o, by

itessres

sgmon:

@ :Ungtable home life, | e
;;LaCking stimlation from home, QST

 Poor self image,

'iTﬁe'grbuﬁ-cdnsists of nin%eyoungstgrs aged 13 - 15 years: The group will:meet;forﬁ
‘an initial 6 weeks Assessment Period. During that 6 week period we will be asking
~the youngsters to participate in activities and Group Meetings, set up by the gtaffn;;

At the end of the Assessment Period there will be a 3 week break, during which - % 2
‘discussions will take place between each child, the groupwork staff, their social .
workers and families, The purpose of those meetings will be to discussa whether or °
ﬁotaeach,youngstar should continue in the group, or whether their needs d '

met. elsewhere, : : - el

e

CTION: .

Tﬂe:ma;ﬁ aim for the Assessment Period is to try and clarify and idenfify,'whatﬂthéfﬁﬁ
needs of each child are, and whether or not these can be met by involvement in*g 7

group situation, -







Johnstone 24431
The Manager,

Department of Health & Social AC/ TN
Security,

Child Benefit Centre (Washington)},

B0, Box 1,

NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE, NE88 1A19, Mre., Carswell

28th August, 1879,

Dear 8ir,

re: Matthew Ross, 5§ Buchanan Street, .Johnstone
Ref, No, Cil 7755 7530 NR

with reierence to your correspondence dated 17th Augpust, 1979
I would like to bring to your notice a form which I have already
completed giving information about date of admission to care, Section
of Act, list of home leaves and stating that Matthew is currently at
home and the situation will be reviewed in Qctober 1979. This letter
was sent to your office en 21st June, 1979 (photocopy enclosed},

I would also like to bring to your notice a letter I sent on lst
August, 1979 asking if payment of Child Benefit could be made as soon
as possible (photocopy enclosed),
As 1 have already submitted the necessary information for processing
the claim it would be greatly appreciated if this matter be treated as '

urgent since in the meantime Mrs, Ross is having to do without her weekly
&llowance for herson,

Yours $aithfully,

Al

(ANN CARSWELL),

Social Worker,




‘%Q;E St. Nlnlf\ s School,
=1 House of Falkland,
14 \ Falkland,
A ,/)(I‘é, Fife KY7 TAE.
i e ' 12th Jane, 1979.

SCHOOL CTIRCULAR FOR PARENTS AND SOCIAL WORKERS .

The school year ends on Friday, 6th July, when
the Summer holidays begin. Boys return for the new School year
on Wednesday, 22nd August; NOT Tuesday, 21st August, as stated
on the School Calendar.

It is appreciated that for many boys this is too long
a period at home, Our summer programme is structured to provide
for these boys. The six weeks' period is divide into 3 parts:-

6th ~ 20th July. Summer Camp in Wales.

20th July - 6th August. The School is closed.

6th - 22nd August. The Home is open and avaibable for any
boys to return, at the discretion of the
Social Worker and Parents.

&th July: Boys going on home leave will be brought to Buchanan
St. Bus Station in Glasgow or Markinch Railway Stn.
for the Dundee boys. Boys going to Wales start their
journey south.

19th July: Campers returan Go St. Ninian's.,

20th July: The coach will bring the Strathclyde boys to
Buchanan St.gbout 12 noeon. Dundee boys will trawvel
home via Markinch arriving a.m.

22nd Aug: The school coach will be at Buchanan St. to pick up
the Strathclyde boys. As usual it will leave at 5p.m.
Dundee boys make their own way te Markinch as usual.

Summer CampsThe following boys are going on the camping holiday

to Wales:

G.Gilhooley M.McHFugh J.Devlin A.Cairney
A, McVey N.May H.Wright T.0'Donnell
T.0'Reilly T.McDonald P.Dixon Ger.Farrell
F.Weldon D.Ahern G.Bell B.Harkins
C.McDonald J.Bell M.Murphy A.Dow.

A .Burns T.Gaffney D.Cullen

Some of the hoys wish to go, others have mo alternative.

ml. - 2 20=™ o« 3 e - g g s -~ . - . PR - L}
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SUPERVISION NOTES

15.2.80

26.2,8

To bo Se

3.3.80

Transfer summary:

Matthew was made subject of a residential supervision order following
an assessment in May 1978 and subsequently was placed at St. Ninian's
Falkland, At a hearing on 19.4,79 it was felt by the panel that Matt had
made progress at St, Ninian's and although it was felt that there was still

an early review in July, with a view to Matt returning to St, Cuthbert's in
August, In the intervening period Matthew returned home from St. Ninia '% .
on a trial basis on 22.6.79 and after discussion with the staff at st, gnggg § :
returned there, Hig attendance‘at school was very good and he seemed to be
applying himself to his work, He is not an intelligent boy but seems to be
trying at the moment. A review hearing was called and on 13.12.79 his
supervision requirement was varied to a2 home order. There has been a history

of marital and financial problems in this family, mostly due to Mr. Ross'
drinking, Mrs. Ross frequently leaves the family home and stays with her
parents in Kilbirnie, Arrangements have been made on at least two occasions

is there., At the moment Mrs, Ross is staying with her parents again and
states that she is going to apply for a house in the Kilbirnie area and
when allocated one will take the children to stay with her,

C(/L(ft WM to SU/W M C’C@vaw,gv\p( . AC/TWN

'Phone call taken by Judith Reid. Doctor 0*Kane 'phoned regarding Mr Ross.
Apparently he had been out to visit him last night and found him to be
suffering from a very bad migraine headache and also the effects of g heavy
drinking session. Doctor 0'Kane was concerned about Mr Ross nging left
with the care of the four children, Spoke to Mr Ross on the "phone. He
claimed to be coping with the care of the children at this point, Arranged
to visit on the 26th. r : . - :

» Matthew and his younger brother Tommy,
Both seemed to Dbe reasonably well looked after, Mr Ross was anxious to

poxt out that the kids were being looked after properly i.e. they were being
fed and sent to school, Mr Ross informed me that his wife and other children
were still staying in the Kilbirnie area with Mrs Ross's parents. I was
informed by both Mr Ross and Matthew that he was attending school regularly
and that there were no problems regarding this., Mr Ross then informed me

on some of the background information regarding the separation from his
wife, stating that he had a drink problem. Mr Ross informed me_that he ha
Dot tried to gain any help with this and ; g tan T b AR
diseussine—it, Ve then discussed the various finsnecial problems that he
was experienceing and which he appeared very worried about., Apparently the
rent is five weeks in arrears, and thetre is a heavy electricity bill pending,
Mr Ross claims that he has not received full benefit over the rast two or
three weeks which seems to have exasperated the situation.

He did in fact make an appointment with D.H.S.S. +two weeks ago bwt has heard
nothing since. Mr Ross asked if I would 'phone them on his behalf,

'Phoned D.H.S.S. who stated that there was 3 backlog and a visit would be
made to Mr Ross énwly the following week,

Mrs Ross called into the office accompanied by her son Thomas., Mrs Ross
informed me that she was back living with her husband, and pointed out that
this was on a trisl basis, on the condition that he stop drinkin

/



r

3.3.80
(cont'd)

10.3.80

©.4.80

24-4.&)

She informed me that this move had been successful so far and that her husband
was prepared to stay indoors with a few cans rather than frequent pubs., She
did not speak in any detail about this and preferred to discuss the financial
situation at present. I was informed that there had still been no visit from
D.H.S.S: and I managed to 'phone them in her presence, After difficulty in
gettting the case notes it was agreed that a visit could be made in three

days time. I asked how Matthewwas doing and Mrs Ross informed me that he was
causing no problems. Informed Mrs Ross that a few days previously, I had
received a 'phone call from the Rector of St. Cuthbert's enquiring about the
girls' schooling and advised Mrs Ross to get in touch with him.

Spoke to Mrs Ross on the 'phone. She informed me that they had received
arrears of benefit and had paid the electricity and rent arrears with this.
Informed me that they were seeking a meter ins#allation for electricity and
advised her to contact 3.S.E.B. lMrs Ross informed me that things were fine
otherwise. Mrs Ross 'phoned a short time after this and said that there had
been no reply bp S.S.E.B. to a letter written by her and she did in fact ask
if I could 'phone on her behalf. Made a 'phone call to S.S.E.B. who informed
me that they were in the process of implementing a new policy with regard to
meter installation. This, in effect, would make it easier for a coin meter
installation. Informed me that Mrs Ross should hear something within the
next ten days.

SMcC/JTF

Appointment not kept. 'Phoned Matthew's mother who informed me that he had
flu. Advised her to 'phone myself when he was better. Nrs Ross informed
me that there had heen no word from S.S.E.B. regarding a meter installationh—
'Phoned S.S.E.B. Was informed that a vizit would be made the following
day. 'Phoned Frs Ross a few weeks later. Was informed that she had
Torgotten to get in touch with mgself, It would aprear that she has
reservations about letting Matthew out on his own. This seems to stem
from the fact that Matthew's elder brother was involved in a car accident
some years before, However this does not seem to have left aw permanent
injury to him. In further discussion about this it would appear that
although Mrs Ross is rather over protective in relation to Matthew visiting
the town centre etc he does go out frequently on his own.

I was informed that they are no further forward in relation to their meter
installation as a visit had not yet been made,

Saw Matthew at the office. He was for the most part of the discussion
rather withdrawn, being rather reserved in his comments, It was therefore
difficult to get a clear indication of his feelings in relation to how he
views his life at home at this point., According to Mrs Ress the situation
at home has been more stable recently as Mr Ross has apparently stopped
drinking heavily. Mrs Ross informed me on a previous visit to the home .~
that although her husband is still unemployed he is occupying his time
constructively and spends a good deal of the day fishing., As mentioned
Matthew was very reserved but was of the opinion that things were more
relaxed at home. I am informed both by Matthew and his mother that he
continues to attend school without any problems. Although not in an
academic stream, Matthew seems to enjoy certain subjects noticeably
technical subjects and has an interest in Mechanics. Recently he has

been spending a good deal of his time indoors however he does go out
occasionally and attends football matches with his friend. He also enjoys
playing football and cycling as he claims there is very little #o do in
Johnstone, Other than joining the Army Matthew has no thoughts for future
employment, He does however see this as a means of gaining a trade.

Having spoken to Matthew and his mother it does not appear that his behaviour
at this point either at school or in and around his home is giving any undue
cause for concern.

SMcC/ﬁF
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January/
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Ycontd. )

25.5.79

May/
December
1979

11.1.80

Sheet No. 4

SUPERVISION NOTES

home and of course Matt gaid so too. The Panel members were concerned that
Matt would just be left at St. Ninian's almost "forgotten about', Mr. Murphy,
Social Worker at St. Ninian's, and myself voiced our reservations about Matt's
ability to reintegrate into St. Cuthbert's High School and about the lack of
stability in the family home, although Mr. & Mrs. Ross stated that everything
was fine now. The Panel recommended that Matt's supervision requirement be
continued with an early review in July with a view to Matt returning to

St. Cuthbert's in August,

Subsequent visits to the family home have shown that Mr, & Mrs. Ross are
not happy at the prospect of Matt returning home. They do not feel that they
can cope with him but did not want to come across as uncaring parents by saying
that at the hearing:TEey wanted to give a good impression.

At the moment it has been left that we will see how Mr, & Mrs. Ross cope
with Matt over the summer holidays, 1In the meantime I will be contacting
St. Cuthbert's, Underwood and trying toarrange a case conference with
Mr. Murphy and myself to discuss whether Matt would fit into one or other of
these school settings.

AC/IWN
Case reviewed by Area Officer (Sec., 44(1)(b)).

Matthew returned home from St. Ninian's on a trial basis on 22.6.79. -
He attended St, Cuthbert's High School that week so that he could choose
his subjects for the next session.

Home situation has not been too unsettled. Mr. Ross lost his job on
the Friday of Paisley Fair and since then has been unable to find employment.
This has lead to difficulties within the home as he seems to resent
his wife earning when he does not and there have been the usual episodes of
Mrs. Ross, either leaving or being put out, but always returning. This has
net in any way affected the children's schooling. Mrs. Ross herself is being
made fedundant from Chryslers so it is likely that the family will experience
financial difficulties over the next months.,

Matthew's attendance at school has been very good and he seems to
be applying himself to his work. He is not an intelligent boy but is trying
at the moment and St. Cuthbett's are very pleased with him.

He has settled well with the rest of the family and in fact he and

Lorraine appear to be having a good effect on each other as far as school
attendance is concerned,

Matthew does not, however, seem to be attending any clubs etc, in the
area preferring to stay in at night and watch television,

Taking into account Matthew's progress over past months I called a review
hearing and on 13,12.79 his supervision requirement was varied to a home

supeérvision requirement. Mr. & Mrs. Ross were in agreement with this
decision,

AC/IWN .
Mrs. Ross and Matthew at office, Apparernly there have been d1ff10u1?1es't
with Mr. Ross' drinking since before Christmas but Mrs, Ross has put up with i

i i inki ith
until last night. Mr. Ross has been spending most of his day drinking wl

friends/
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11.1,80
(contd, )

15.1.80

4.2.80

friends at a house in William Street, arriving home about 1 - 1,30 a,m, and
insisting that Mrs. Ross gets out of bed to make him something to eat. He also
tends to waken the children when he comes home drunk. This had happened again
during the evening of 10th/11th January, 1980 - as a result the whole family had
slept in and the children had only gone to school at lunchtime, Matthew had
refused to go because he had missed the morning's classes.

Mrs. Ross saying that she is definitely not going back to stay at

Buchanan Street and wants alternative accommodation. Yet again ‘advised that she

should contact Homeless Unit and explain circumstances, Looking for
- accommodation immediately, Explained difficulties of finding accommodation

for herself and all of the children. Mrs. Ross decided to go to Kilbirnie to her
mother's house (mother in hospital just now - had a fall and apparently has
broken neck) to stay for weekend and will go to homeless unit on Monda y morn1ng
then come to office to let me know what is happening,

Telephone call from Helen McEwan at Homeless Unit, She had been
called out at 6 p.m, to Mrs, Ross last night who was at Johnstone Police office,
Apparently Mrs. Ross had not called at their office yesterday because she had no
bus fares. Had stayed at Kilbirnie until Sunday when father had gone to stay
with another sister - locked up house and told Mrs. Ross she could not stay there
any longer, Mrs,Ross had gone to stay with her mother-in-law — she too had
put her out,

As far as housing from Homeless Unit is concerned there is no evidence
of violence so would find it difficult to rehouse, Helen McEwan going out this
morning to discuss transfer of tenancy with Mr. Ross. Explained that I had

already done this earlier last year and that he was unwilling to consider it..

Also Mrs. Ross has been advised to contact lawyer re divorce proceedings’
and custody of children. Helen McEwan will keep in touch re interview with +:
Mr. Ross, !

Helen McEwan telephoned back to say that she had called at Buchanan i
Street to discuss transfer of tenancy with Mr. Ross to find that Mrs. Ross
had returned home last night, Mr. Ross refused to transfer tenancy and Mrs.
McEwan did not want to push matters because Mrs. Ross was back home. She
checked with the mother-in-law with whom she had arranged for Mrs. Ross to stay
last night to be told that Mrs. Ross had returned home of her own will last night,

Helen McEwan does not feel that there is much that can be done by Homeless
Unit unless Mrs Ross goes for divorce action, Explained that this has happened be-
fore and that despite circumstances Mrs. Ross has always returned to husband.

AC/IWN

Telephone call from Mrs. Ross to say that again she had left the family home
because of -her husband's drinking and had gone to stay with her parents in
Kilbirnie. She was asking again about how to get tenancy of a house in her own
name and again outlined the procedure with the homeless unit. Mrs. Ross was adam-~
ant, however, that she would not live in the Johnstone area unless she got
tenancy of the house in Buchanan Street which Mr., Ross is not willing to sign
over, She stated that her plan was to stay with her parents in Kilbirnie,
to apply for a house in that area and when the house came up to take the children,
to stay with her. She did say that Matt had arrived at Kilbirnie as his father
had apparently threatened to hit him and she was concerned that the other
children would all end in Kilbirnie and this would mean she could not stay there,
Mrs. Ross was advised to take legal advice re divorceand custody of the children.
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SUPERVISION NOTES

Date

August '78. As T was absent from work through illness for most of the month T was
unable to see Matthew as planned. Mr.Graham, Social Worker, called
at the house at the request of St. Ninian's to ensure Matthew's
return to school. Matthew returned as arranged, 22.8.78.
Transfer summary September, 1978.
Matthew was made the subject of a residential Supervision Order
following an assessment in May '78 and was subsequently placed
at St. Ninian's Falkland. I understand from Brother Ryan at
St. Ninian's that Matthew is to appear at Paisley Sheriff Court on
1st September and from enquiries at the Court it would appear that this
is in connection with incidents of Road Traffic Offences and Theft
which took place on the 25th March. According to the Reporter's
Department these charges have not been already dealt with by the Panel.
There is a history of marital problems and separation and
Mr. Ross apparently has a serious drink problem. According to Mrs. Ross
her husband regularly returns home drunk and shouts at the children
and herself. Mrs. Ross has occasionally taken the children and walked
out on her husband when he is in this state. I hawe outlined to her the 1i
limited facilities we have available for families in this position
and Mrs. Ross has been adamant that at no time will the
children be received into care.
Matthew impresses as being a rather limited boy who in the past has
made little progress at school. He is pleasant in interview
but gives the impression that he could be easily led. According to
the shcool Matthew is rather "tricky' and did not appear to have
experienced regular discipline at home.

SCB/SZ
August/ Over the past two months there have been at least three occasions when
October Matthew w has failed to return to school on time so there has been regular
1978 contact with St. Ninian's., Mr. Murphy, Social Worker, feels that Matthew has

settled into the routine but that he is at times rather scatterbrained.

The lad has very bad eyesight but there is apparently not very much that can
be done about this. T am not convinced that Matthew's failure to return to
school on time is totally his own fault and have spoken to both Mr. & Mrs,
Ross about this. They are very happy with Matthew's progress so far
and feel that he is more manageable when he does come home, However, T feel

that to a certain extent they are happy to opt out of all responsibility as

far as Matthew is concerned, as Mrs, Ross has often asked me if Matthew can
stay at St, Ninian's until he is 186,

Matthew himself comes across as being a fairly gquiet boy and never has
much 40 say to his parents when he is at home. Matthew spends most of his
time with his grandparents at Kilbirnie when he is at home and 1 wonder if he
is following the same pattern as Martin feeling that he gains more from his
grandparents than from his parents. Tt could be also that Mr. & Mrs. Ross are
the type of parents who cannot cope with older children and having given up
responsibility for Martin are now in the process of trying to do the same
with Matthew,

AC/TUWN




November Over the past months Matthew has been seen when on leave from St. Ninian's.
1978/ There has been contact with the school and regular contact with Mr., & Mrs. Ross.

January Mr. & Mrs. Ross seem to find Matthew more manageable at home now but I feel that
1979 a lot of this has to do with the fact that he is "farmed off" to his grandparents

in Kilbirnie for most of his time at home,

Mr. & Mrs. Ross have had their difficulties over the past months, Mrs. Ross
took the children and went to stay with her parents during December, She tried
to apply for a house in Kilbirnie while she was away but had no success so moved
back.

Mr. Ross has been fairly annoyed about a pending court case of Matthew's
which because of a mix up and Matthew's non-appearance was postponed until 14.2.79,
Mr. Ross felt that the case had taken too long to come to court and that
Matthew has been messed about, Advised him to get a lawyer which he has done,

Mr. Ross, however, has been drinking fairly heavily and tends to be very
aggressive at these times, When in this sort of mood_ he is completely
unreasonable and makes up all sorts of stories to xXxxx his own ends. I feel
that Mrs. Ross has a very difficult time with her husband when he has been
drinking and the children are certainly noticeably quieter when Mr. Ross is
under the influence.

Financially the family do not seem to be too badly off at the moment,
although Mr, Ross feels that it is this department's responsibility to pay for
Matthew's keep while he is at home for weekends as he is in our care, It has
already been explained to him that he should claim D.H.S.S, for Matthew but he is
not at all satisfied about this. ()

Matthew seems to be doing reasonably well at St. Ninian's and fairly
happy there. There has been no further trouble about him not returning to the
school on time. Matthew seems to fit in fairly well to the family routine when
he does come home and appears to have a good relationship with the younger
children,

AC/IWN

January/ Mr. & Mrs, Ross continued to have their difficulties over this period.

May 1979Mrs. Ross had moved back in to the family home but in February left again and
stayed with a friend in Johnstone, Her husband was under the impresdon at this
point that she was staying with her mother in Kilbirnie, althcugh the children
knew where she was and this caused problems for them.

Mrs. Ross was adamant that she would not reaturn to her husband this time,
although when I suggested that we could perhaps arrange a joint interview
to discuss their difficulties Mrs. Ross was willing to try. I visited Mr. Ross
on various occasions to discuss this but he was not prepared to discuss anythin
with me and grudgingly said he might talk to his wife if she came to see him, i
I was also concerned about the arrangements for the children as by this time
Mr. Ross had started work with the renovation scheme, However, he seemed to be well
enough organised and refused the help of a family aid. Discussed also with him the

possibility of his signing the house over to his wife if he felt he could not cope " .

with the children - adamant that this would not happen. Other interviews with
Mrs. Ross involved talking about the options open to her, e.g. homeless unit etc,

She made promises to go to see them and I telephoned them stating her case,

However, Mrs. Ross decided not to go to the homeless unit and the next time I called
at Buchanan Street Mrs. Ross had moved back in and everything in the garden was

rosy again, Mr, Ross' drinking has decreased considerably since starting work
and they have now bought a caravanette and go away for weekends, This seems to have
alleviated the situation considerably.

During this period there was contact with St. Ninian's to try to gauge how
Matt was reacting to the situation, There was little evidence of him being at all
upset about it,.

s s a me o3 Lt el ard O+ Ninsan'e had
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26.6.78.

ROSS: Mattheéw 2/1906/2,

NAME: Case No.

Sheet No. 2

SUPERVISION NOTES

Home visit. Had quite a lengthy chat with Mrs. Ross about Matthew
and about Mr. Ross and the problems she has been experiencing at
home recently.

Matthew: Matthew arrived home safely on Friday evening having been
directed to the right train at Central Station bythe other boys who

were travelling in this direction. (Mr. and Mrs.Ross had earlier expressed
reservation about Matthew returning home on his own but both stated

they were unable to collect him at this time). According to Mrs. Ross
Matthew has now settled down fairly well at the school and is

happy theré although apparently told his mother he would run away if he
was/pot allowed home every second weekend.

Have discussed the arrangements for the summer holidays with both

'Mr. and Mrs. Ross both are rather concerned about Matthew returning
~home and Mr. Ross in particular, was of the opinion that Matthew schould
not come home for the full six weeks. Discussed this with Mr. Kelly

at St. Ninian's who agreed that Matthew could attend the School camp

in Wales for a fortnight and also return to the school for an extra
fortnight if necessary. Suggested to Mrs. Ross that they discussed this
with Matthew on his weekend leave and this they apprently did. Matthew
has apparently told his mother that he would liekto return home for the
full six weeks and she has arranged for him to spend part of this time with
his grandparents and an aunt. Told Mrs. Ross that I would like to see
Matthew regularly during his holiday at home.

Mr. Ross: Mrs. Ross discussed the home situation at length. On a
recent visit Mr. Ross appeared very much '‘under the influence'" and it
seemed pointless to discuss anything with him while he was in this
state. .

According to Mrs. Ross, her husband is now drinking very heavily again and
is drunk at least four nights in the week, being especially bad at weekends
It seems however that this weekend he was sober until Matthew returned to
the school on Sunday evening. When drunk Mr. Ross is apparently rather
loud and aggressive and at times has put the family out of the house and
finds fault with everything that his wife and children are doing.

Mrs. Ross is very much of the opinion that she must find somewhere of

her own as soon as possible.

One of Mr. Ross's brother-in-law was also an alcoholic and attends
A.A. meetings regularly. He has spoken to Mr. Ross in the past and it seems
that he.and his wife are able to provide some support for Mrs. Ross.

Suggested to Mrs. Ross that she approach Dr. Smillie her G.P. to ask for
advice regarding her husband's drink problem although obviously
there is not much he can do until Mr. Ross approaches him for help.

Apparently Mr. Ross at one time was receiving medication from Dr.Carrick but
was continuing to drink as heavily and this treatment was discontinued.

Mr. Ross also has sleeping pills and his wife has to conceal them from
him when he is drunk in fear that he will take too many.

Mrs. Ross and the children are obviously living under some stress at the
moment and I discussed with her the alternative accommodation this
Department could offer her in an emergency situation e.g. Douglas House
and children recéived into care - also mentioned

the Wives Hostel in Paisley and the Al-Anon associsgtion for families of
Alcoholics.
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11.7.78.

20.7.78.

Home visit. Matthew is at present home from St. Ninian's on holiday
and was out in the garden with the other children. Spoke to Matthew
on his own for a while - he is not very talkative in interview but
answered every question politely. Matthew seems to be fairly happy
at the school and told me that he now was catching up with his

school work. Also discussed with Matthew the Supervision Order and
explained to him that he would be attending a Review Hearing at the
beginning of next year and that there would be reports from both the
nome and the school social worker etc and a decision made whether he
remain at St. Ninians or return home and attend St.Cuthberts.

Mrs. Ross is still working on night shift and was sleeping when I
called. Matthew assured me however that everything was fine at home.

Home visit. Mrs. Ross and children at home although Matthew was
still in bed and I was not able to talk to him. Mrs. Ross reports
that Matthew's home leave has been uneventful so far and he has been
spending most of his time around the house. He has also been fishing
a couple of times with boys who live nearby.

Electricity. Mrs. Ross still rather anxious about the situation
with her electricity account - about £170 is outstanding and a new
account is due. Mrs. Ross was previously convinced that more money
due to be paid by D.H.S5.5. (she was on fuel direct until March '78)
although I had contacted S.S.E.B. on her behalf and been told that the
final payment had been made. Mrs. Ross has now received written
confirmation that no further money is due from D.H.S.S. At the moment
Mrs. Ross is paying £15 per week and as both she and her husband are
in employment seems to be managing to keep to this arrangement.

Mr. Ross Mrs. Ross again discussed the marital situation at length.
Mr. Ross is continuing to drink fairly heavily at weekends and shouts
etc. at his wife and children while in this condition. She again left
the house last weekend and went to the Police station however, the
police explained to her that they could not charge Mr. Ross with
being drunk in his own house unless he was creating a disturbance or
assaulting his wife and children.

Mrs. Ross is aware of the 1imited facilities available to women in
her position, espedally as the Wives Hostel in Paisley is closed for
the holidays at present. She has also stated to me that she would not
consider the children being taken into care. Tn the past she has
been able to make family arrangements when necessary atweekends.

Mrs. Ross mentioned that she was in need of an electric cooker and at
present she can not afford to take out H.P. on one. Neme put in
book. Mrs. Ross to provide transport if necessary.

SCB/SZ
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| March/
April '78. Hearing 16.3.78.

Miss Young, Senior Social Worker, Mr. and Mrs.Ross and Matthew

attended. . Mr. Ross recently returned to live with the family,

partly, it seems, as & result of the difficulties his wife has been
experiencing with Matthew. Case continued for Assessment. See Assessment
Reports in file.

19.4.78.

Hearing. Mr. Ross unable to attend on this occasion due to work
commitments. On this occasion two further charges against Matthew were
read out but Mrs.Ross did not wish these discussed until she had spoken
to her husband. ‘

4,5.78. Hearing - see supplementary repo%t in file. On this occasion

three further referrals were discussed - two involving cars and

one involving the theft of a copper boiler. The Assessment Panel had
recommended a residential Supervision Order with Bosco House suggested

as a suitable placement., Matthew's case was discussed at Bosco house at it
was 'decided that more continuous supervision was necessary than was
possible there,

Place- found for Matthew &t St. Ninian's School in Falkland.
Residential Supervision Order made.

18.5.78. Matthew admitted to St. Ninian's Falkland. Mr. and Mrs.Ross also
accompanied Matthew and seemed to be fairly impressed by the School.
Brother Ryan and Mr. Kelly, Social Worker, discussed schooling, home
leave etc with the Ross' and both were hopeful that the staff would be
able to help Matthew.

SUMMARY TO MAY '78.

Matthew was referred to the Reporter to the Children's Panel on the

grounds of truancy. His attendance had been poor since Primary School and it
was obvious that Matthew was having problems at St. Cuthbert's School.

Mrs. Ross initially seemed to deny any real problem with Matthew but later
accepted that a residential school was really the only answer at this time.
Both Mr. and Mrs. Ross were concerned that Matthew would be led into

further trouble by the older boy with whom he was associating. They were
also sure that Matthew's truancy would continue while he was living

at home.

Matthew seemed to accept the residential order. He impresses as being
rather limited and spoke fairly openly in interview. Matthew seems to have
a good relationship with his parents, brothers and sisters and also his
grandparents in Kilbirnie. Mr. Ross appears to be strict with Matthew
but the truancy was continuing while Mr. Ross was at home and causing
friction between the parents. (See S.E.R. and Assessment Report on
Matthew and Court Report on Mr. Ross).
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16.6.78. Telephone call from Johnstone Police at 10 p.m. to Standby Officer,

David Docherty. Mrs. Ross and children (3) at station.. Husband had put them out
of home. Mrs. Ross did- not want to involve the police, did not want social
worker to visit husband. No room at Women's Refuge, 42 Love Street,

Paisley.. Mrs. Ross not happy about Douglas House. Did not want

to be separated from children decided to spend the weekend with

relatives.

19.6.78. Telephone call from Mr. Kelly, Social Worker at St. Ninian's,
regarding home leave for Matthew, explained the: situation at home to
Mr. Kelly and arranged to call him later in the week about this,

20.6.78. Home visit. Mrs. Ross and children now settled at home, Discussed
weekends happenings with them and was assured by Mrs. Ross that everything
was now back to normal again.” Mr. Ross working again and according

to his wife is drinking very heavily and this has led to rows etc.
Discussed possibility of Matthew's home leave with Mrs. Ross and told
her that I was very reluctant to arrange this in view of the events

last weekend. Mrs. Ross assured me that everything was not settled and
that she was sure her husband would make a special effort to be sober
this weekend as he is particularly fond of Matthew and has been very
upset about him leaving home, although is still sure that this is in his
own best interest. '

Mrs. Ross also produced an electricity bill of £172.71 which she

was sure was wrong as she had been on’ fuel direct until three moths
ago and believed some further payments would still be in the pipeline,
Checked with S.3.E.B. - new bill £61.96 - £110 outstanding on previous
accounts - no further payments to come from D.H.S.S.

Also concerned about Housing situation - checked with Housing and the
home appears to be in Mr. Ross' name.

21.6.78. Telephoned Mr. Kelly to arrange Matthew's weekend leave and explained

home situation. Also discussed the summer leave and mentioned that

Mrs. Ross is concerned that Matthew may become involved in further

trouble and would like him to be included in the school camp, if

possible. Told her to discuss this with Matthéw at the weekend. Mr. Kelly
agreed to include Matthew in the boys going to the camp if he decides

that he would like to g0.

Visited Mrs. Ross to inform her of arrangements for Matthew's leave.
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/- Rule 22

FORM 11 /S

SOCIAL WORK (SCOTLAND) ACT 1968

Supervision requirement varying existing supervision requirement

(Place and date)

A children's hearing for XZ';V{'A f/(l') CZ‘Z &"’-"l oMM

by way of variation of [and in substitution for] the supervision requirement dated r-& 79 to which

/{Mfﬂ(@u flé-SS ; is subject, hereby require him/her” [tofeside-im
S /&IC"AA’\ g{( . - 1"t

. bok Astentl . _
“to be under the supervision of QIR (TR o(» Social Weels , S7zath Lbotﬁ i )
subject to the conditions noted below and the said requirement dated g - g - ’7 C“] is hereby revoked.

T A \Gdd
Chairman of
the Children’s Hearing

Londiiionls refurred o in the oregoing supervision requirement
.-”"’-//
11. The child is required to observe the rules of conduct of the residential establishment.
s
+2. The requirement to reside is subject to the discretion of the - managers of the residential establishment ta grant leave of absence

from time to time.

3. ] / - I:
afc. ; .\ll
pISTRICT NO \
| |
o aet
¢ AL, i the Children’s Heating
4 ,d- s A,_.—_.__.._- o —— - -t

tWhere a supervision requirement requires a child to reside in a residential establishment, conditions T and 2 shall be inserted in
the supervision requirement.
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Reporter to the Children’s Panel A b N T

Reporter: Sacd. Shs

W. R. McGREGOR, T.D. S i g {

MEMORANDUM | Aokg'd ' §

AnS’d- e s e .

From: ..........The Reporter's.Department, 7To: .. .The District Manager, . ...
.......... 20. Back..Sneddon..Street.,. ....5ocial Work Department,
e RAISIEY o o ssessssissss 0 sees) Glen Street, FAISLEY. .. ...

Subject: Reporters’ Duties and Transmission of Information, etc. (Scotland) Rules 1971—Rule 6 (1) (2) (3)

ot
B

In accordance with instruction contained in Rule 6 of the above Statutory Instrument the
decision(s) made by a Children’s Hearing ixare* undernoted.

Annexed herewith copy requirement where appropriate.

Date of Hearing: Name: Decision:

4.5.78  ,~  MATTHEW ROSS, Residential Supervision -
( 5 BUCHAMN STREEZ, St. Ninian's Falkland.

JOHNSTONE. born’3.3.65

{2 idrk

Date ........... J.OthMa.Y,lQZE’e ............ /Z
Jfor Reporter

*Delete as agpropriate
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Chairman of
the Children's Hearing

Conditions refersed to in tha foregcing supsarvision reguiremont :
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26th llgreh, 1979.

The Rejorter,
Chiidren's Hearing lLept.,
20 Back Sneddon St.,
taisley.
Report on: watthew Ross (d.0.b.7/3/65.)
5 Buchanan Jt.,
Johnstone,

Renfrewshire.

when Watthew arrived at Siu. Ninian's last lay he
was a very nervous boy who could epead, only with difficulty and it was
impossible to read what he wrote. He is now more confident and 1is
soc.ilally (functienally) literate in reading and his written work is
improving. (R.A. originally 8 - now 112') His reading has impreoved
tremendously in the past year as can be seen by the accompanying tests.
His spelling has improved slightly but is still fairly peor. “atthew
may have dysiexic-like tendencies but this is difficult te establish
since (a) he is of lew intelligence; and (b) he is lacking in
cenfidence. These would make him backward without mind/eye preblems,
His reading has impreved more guickly than + would expect if he was
dyslexic; but his spelling, which is far belew his expected perfermance
suggests some kind of visual preblems. It is very incensistent
e.g. he will spell 'house'’ correctly on one occasien and ‘hesue' en
"anether. Some of his mistakes are careless but many are net. 1f
Matthew returns to St. Ninian's I intend to arrange an intensive
spelling programme based on work which will encourage him te lhek at

words to find the letter-orde~ rathee than those which use whole-word
metheds. His general discipline in the classroeom is pretty geood; but

he always seems to be oI the fringe of things that are happening,
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but nething very serieus usually. At times he is inclined to nag areunc
the scheool. He accepts discipline quite wellbut at times it is'like
water «ff a duck's back'. ,

In his eelatienships with the Staff he is usuully =esp
respectful but at times over anxious to please. However his behavieur
is beceming mere natural and less tense. tle is very reserved in adult
company but guite open te adults in younger cemjany. He relates qmite
well with his peeps witheut having any real clese friends. He usually
keeps himself fairly clean and tidy (never dirty) but he is never toe
concerned abeut this aspect. His weekend leave at home has been
regular and, apart frem a couple of eccasiens some menths age, he has
never been any preblem in returning.

411 in all Matthew has made some goeod pregress since
ceming te St. Ninian's in his education and his general relatienships
with peeple, which is giving him more confidence. And there is still
reom fer imprevement, with evidence that this will take place. Fer
this reasen the Scheel weuld like te recemmend to the FPanel that

Matthew's Supervisien Order be centinued witheut change.

M.V.durphy.

/
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(Residential Secial Werker).
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o "‘,;,,. sddress, appliance, afflucnee, guvelope).

";I'.Eho seapon of the year when youn, Jrueen buds appeaxr on the trues is called

B spring, wintcr, October),

u;:-_"I'h(,- typhoon blcw so hau that threo thousand housce weru ((lestroyul, annoyed,
¥ (cnonsbrotod, burst). -

T 1Unless onc is viry cxporicnecd, rock-clinbing can be (lucrative, tuiporary,

¢ mponecrous, Coguncrative). '

A placc where talking filis are shown is callld a (theatre, ¢ inciig, sollory,

A USo),
rﬁ’baﬁlu nen has little (foct, Leip, nosc, cap) on his head,
P/(mo.le child is callcd o cirl, dwarf, nuisanc.).

The head teacher grantod (per 1,iaasiun presentation, pertmutation, refusal) forx
#1tho boy to bu absent fron school on the doy of his brothir's wudding,
», 4 prisonor usunlly longs for his (swntence, toleration, curunade, frocdoii)s
thn peoplc arce ill they arc often visitud by the LO(,tL)l who preecribes
prevention, discosc, rudio, modiding) for thun,
4%  1n wnis countrxy, the counom.nt fudd used for house fires is (wool, oil,
imoke, goal).

(?m casc for the prosccution so iiprusscd the Jury that they found the prisoncr
i ol

irty, guiltloss, wickud, Luilis).
nughroon is an c¢dible (fugitive, fwyus, parlour, fontasy).
We use soap to wesh clothus becausc it liclps to ruove the (Liasy, dye,
GeBu, shrubs) from thul,
If thorc is onc nmby, you should ult¢ays cross the road ot o (pulestal,
tilway, channcl pod
The visitor wenf %o the nanagur's office and politcly cskel the scverctary if
¢ could have pn (interruptian, oxtradition, intercst, jutavigy) with the nanager.
If you wont to malce surc that the plants in your porden will jrow woll, it is a

1 plen to sprinklc thun with (scels, roots, fertiliscr, worus),
m bonbe drop on an undcfunded city, it is clnost cortoin thiet they will cousu
groot Qual of (Ceuonstration, suspicion, Jgglmuchion, conscrvation).
ity has a bigger (popularity, populgtiup, reinfell, postulation) than o villoge.
VAT;:; noet important funalce participant in a wudding is the ( roonsuan, dbridcgroog
nother, REide).

A%...f;! S otinn saha FPrennalntaa the. anrmre vantian oFf "‘1-’\_“1.4'\-““-— wiha Aanninat mmeals coale el oma® i o2l

= pw



4,";.)(/;‘}11‘9& Badl fron port Lo perl, i Lo wott ain' oco e ceery bng (Uuxowarigs,
_ lensurction, tcridium, Jaggbonigsy) o odl pebts of the world, : )
<ML In spring the forgr is oftun very buny ploughing the ficlda, in ordcx to nmalky ’
en roody for (stowang, cottle, ' Lrazing), "
> Whon two cruics ore wngiged in battle, onc of the two (adjeetivern, advorsarics,’..
-“{‘ txplosions, . swords) usunlly cnls-up os the victor. v
Tho wheols on a Lwtor-car (rotand, retroat,

ototy, uxcavati). 4
o Vhen walleing in tho woods you twwt b eon fui oL to throw down lightod natehes ' i

or you may cause & swrious (gontonglotls el Lo 3ty Eu%ntignl. conflict)e
. Tho explorcrs who (irst eochice the South 1418 1dHunc & Z onsc cold v,
the ‘fiorec blizzords (reeclud, inpresscd, fupeded, ilipghsy) thoir progrss. : A
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(“‘ Matthew Ross (7.3. 7 _)_

Matthew Ross has been at St. Ninian's School, Falkland, since 15th May, 1973.
Matthew was referred to the Children's Panel on the grounds of truancy. His
attendance has given problems since Primary School,

Over the past year Matthew has made good progress at §t, Ninian's, both
in his education and in his general relationships with people, although there is
still room for improvement, ' ‘

At a recent review hearing, the Panel members were most concerned at the
possibility of Matt remaining at St. Ninian's school for a further year as by then
he will be 15 and this is likely to make his reintegration to school at this stage
more difficult. On the other hand both Mr. Murphy and myself have reservations about |
Matt's ability to cope with a return to school at this point in time, {

Mr. & Mrs. Ross gave the impression at the hearing that they were very keen
for Matt to return home, although now have doubts about being able to cope with him.
The home situation can be unstable from time to time, Matt's behaviour and the

parents' ability to cope with him will, however, be gauged over the summer holiday.
period when Matt will be at home, Matt himself wants to return honme permanently,

School will probably be the main problem and it was decided to call a meeting
with the various agencies to discuss Matt's abilities and to try to decide if it
is a viable proposition, educationally, for the boy to return home, A review
hearing to discuss the possibility of Matt returning home will be held in July
so that if a decision is reached the boy can start school at the beginning of the
new temm,

(ANNE CARSWELL),
Social Worker,
10 Laighcartside

Street, Johnstone.
13.6.79. AC/IWN
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During all leaves and school holidays, except as indicated below on the

20th July, the home is open and available for boys to remain or to be
returned as c¢ircumstances dictate.

On the alternative weekends when the boys are not on leave they follow

a Sports' fixture programme against schools in Fife.

Aug.
Sept

"

Jan
n

Feb.

Feb.

Apr.

"

Apr.
May

May

Jun.

Jul.

Jul.

Aug.

Aug.

“to be arranged :- 1.

22nd
1st
15th

28th
13th

26th~-30th
10th
24th

8th

21st
7th

12th
26th
10th

22nd-27th

9th
23rd

6th
22nd

27th
11th

24th~-29th

8th
22nd

6th

20th

6th

21st

oo o

L L * s Ll L] L] L] Ll L

- Boys return from Summer holidays
- Weekend leave from Friday to Sundajp

~ Mid term leave from Thursday to Tuesday

- Weekend leave from Friday to Sunday

n n
il 1"

~ Start of the Christmas holidays
- Boys return from holidays. (Sunday)

-  Weekend leave from Friday to Sunday
- n n
n n

— Mid term leave from Thursday to Tuesday.

~ Weekend leave from Friday to Sunday

- n n

—~ Start of the Easter holidays.
- Boys return from holidays (Sunday)

- Weekend leave from Friday to Sunday.

fr "

Mid term leave from Fhursday to Tuesday.

~ Weekend leave from Friday to Sunday
n

n

- Start of the Summer holidays.
A two weeks' camping holiday is run for boys
who need to go on or boys who wish to go.

- Boys who were camping go home and the Home
is shut down until Aug.6th.

- The Home re-opens and is available for boys
to return.

-  School opens and all boys return.

# = B8 e = s 8 =

Rugby tour to Merseyside for all boys
Rugby tour to Sunderland for all boys.
Skiing with Army Youth team for older boys.
Camping with Army Youth team for older boys.



Miss S. Barker
SCB/S2Z

Lth September, 1978,

Matthew Ross,

Ste Ninian's School,
Falkland,

Fife,

Dear Matthew,

I am sorry that I was unable to see you during the second
month of your holiday at home. Unfortunately I was off work
through illness during most of this time.

I am writing to let you know that I will be leaving this
Department at the end of the week and that a new Social Worker
will be seeing you in future,

I hope you had a good holiday at home and that you are now
settling down again at St. Ninian's,

Yours sincerely,

S. C. Barker (Miss)
Social Worker,



Miss S, Barker

SCB/sz

6th June, 1978,

Matthewy Ross,

S5t, Niniants School,
Falkland ’

Fifg.

Dear I'fiat'thew,

I hoype Jou are now settling down at 8¢, Ninian's ang getting to
know the other boys ang members of staff, I am hoping to Nenage up
to see you before the Summer holidays but if not I shall dei‘initely
Bee you when ¥Ou come home on leave,

I am looking forward to hearing about your time at gt, Niniein's;

Yours sincerely,

S.C. Barker (Miss)
Social Worker,



Miss S.Barker
SCB/SZ

10 Laighcartside Street,
Johnstone,

2lst April, 1978,

Bosco House Children's Home,
7 Hamilton Road,

Glasgow,

G32 9QD,

Dear Sir,
Matthew Ross (3.3.65,)
5 Buchanan Street
Johnstone,

I enclose S.EsR. and reports from Dp, Mair, Senior Medical Officer
and Mr, J, Brown, Depute Principal Psychologist fop your information
and wonder whether you feel placement with you woulg benefit Matthew,

Yours faithfully,

0

Shona C Barker (Miss)
Social Worker

Enc.



Miss 8, Barker

SCB/s2Z
10 Laighcartside Street,
JOhnStOﬂBt
Mr. and Mrs, Ross,
5 Buchanan Street,
Johnstone,
Deay My, and Mrs, RQSE,
I would like to call on Tuesd

the evening to discug

If this
another tige,

2y 25th April at about 6,30 ip
8 the new referrals ywith you both,

is not suitable please contact e and we

Yours sincerely.
Q

X0.R

C LR -

) D

S.C.Barker (Miss)
Social Worker,



JWr/s2

2nd May, 1978,

Father

St. Niniant'g School ,
Falkland House,
and,

Fitg,
Dear Father Ryan,

to my telephone conversation with you this morning
I enclose background and assessment Treports on Mattheyw Ross. He
nas to appear beforpe a Hearing on Thursday, Ahth May, 1978,
It is likely the Panel wily
if so Miss Barker, the

request a p
tell them o

Social Worker, Concerned with th
T our application o Yyou.

It iz some time since T last visiteq Falkland ayg should
Matthew be allocated g place in your establishment T would like to

take the opportunity of accompanying Migs Barker on ope of her
ﬁﬂits.

Yours sincerely.

J.¥W, Porter (Mrs.,)
Area Social Workep,



Tel: 04 1-889 54 72/3/a

Xtension

30 Seadhi) Road,
Pais!ey, PA1 181
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27th April 1978

Miss S.C.Barker,

Social Work Department,
10 Laighcartside Street,
Johnstone

Ref. SCB/SZ

Dear Miss Barker,

Matthew Ross (3.3.65)
5 Buchanan Street,
Johnstone.

I write to inform you that our Admissions Committee, after
considering reports on the above-named boy, decided against
offering him a plaete at Bosco House.

Bosco House 1s situated in an aresa of high delinguency and it
affords a relatively high degree of freedon and independence.
The reports, however, seemed to indicate that Matthew requires
more continuous supervision than is possible here.
Consequently, it was felt that, in the best interests of the
boy, he should not be admitted here.

I regret that we are unable to help you in this case.

Yours faithfully,

Dy
Rev., QOAH-J. ggins

Depute Officer in Charge




ARGYLL & CLY. HEALTH BOARD Yo' Ref:
RENFREW DISTRICT :

THE RUSSELL INSTITUTE . ' Out Ref:  JTI/GD
Causeyside Street , ' 7
Paisley ' If telephoning please ask for:
PA1 TUR 3

D, Mair.
Telephone: 041-889 8701/4 ' Date: 17%,h,78.

. A

¥r. Leinster,

Co-ordinator to the Assessment Tear,
%0 Seedhill Road, ;
Paisley.

Dear Mr. Leinster
bl

Matthew Rosy d.o.b. 15.3.65,
5 3uchanan Street, Johnstone.

I did a home visit to the Ross family on 12.4.78, because they
were unable to fulfil the appointment given them, and his case is to
be discussed on Friday. 1 found a reasonably happy domestic situation
when T arrived at the house, in the sense that the family were
playing as a wnit in the back garden, and Mrs. Ross herself was tidy
and the house was also in reasonable shepe.

I found Matthew, the second.in: the family, to be a very
pleasant child, though ohviously coming in at the lower end of the
normsl intellectual scale, I think he is finding school on the whole
a pretty unsuccessful situation, and has increasingly opted out of 1it,
the problem is that he is just sinowing the first signs of getting
into a little delinquent bother. I got the impression that with the
girls, the mother copes tolerably well, they began to be a little »it
of a nuisance when I was exznining Matthew and very Tirmly she put them
out, and they immediately obeyed and did not attempt to come in again,

~and- I feel, though I would not see her as a very strong character, at

least being able to cope with the younger members of her family, and
generally she presents as s caring mum, but of course it is =z one
parent family and there are 5 children, which is guite a hig undertaking
for any mothere. g
On systematic examinatioxn, I found Matthew to be a sturdy normal
boy, and I did not see any evidence of any specific neurclogical
deficit om examination, apart from the fact that he has to wear glasseSa
He has had a considerable myopic difficulty associated with a squint,
and this has obviously been left too “long and heaambliopic in one eye,
go that they have already been told that such future emploYment, such &as
driving, wouvld not ever be sossible for him. His hearing is normal
and there is no record of any sipnificant ilness, he has the scar of  an
extremely bad burn which took him to the Sick Children's Hospital for a
considerable pericd of time wheﬂrhéiwasjavgmall hoy, but le docs not seem
at all bothered or embarassed by the scarring. - ' :
I think it difficult to know just what snould be done about him,
and can't help feeling specilal sphoolimight haveprovided just what he

needs, but the move into delinquenpy,possibly should be quickly stopped,

Contdeaens

e, | mm———
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&g Contde..e
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. and though T have not at preoent got anvthlng other than the referral
. ‘and therefore know how 81gn1¥1cant this delinquency is, I should be
Qg 1nteresteu to get:the comments: of- the othrr membpru of tqg panel.
Wita kind regards.
. cere '\;, §>
MaT. 1‘::..4.11,
Senior School Medicekd Officer.
P

5
E
i
1
b
I
i.‘.__
i

Fign s

B e o e




. o 9

STRATHCLYDL MISS S. BARKER, JOHNSTONE
REGIONAL COUNCIL Social Work Department ~Renfrew Division

Tel: 041-889 5172/3/4
Divisional Director of Social Work Our Ref. JL/E.W_-T,"!_\!I Extension

Your Ref. 30 Seedhill Road,
Paisley, PA1 1SL.

REPORT QF THT ASSESSHMENT TEAM |

Matthew ROSS, de0sDe 3e3e 65
5 Buchanan Street, Johnstone
Ste Cuthbert's High School

Matthew's case was discussed at the Assessment Team Meeting oM 14th April,
1978. Present at the Meeting were Dr. M.T. Mair, Senior School Medical Officer,
Drs J. Ireland, Senior Medical Officer; Mre JsAe.A. Brown, Depute Principal
Psycholozist, Miss Shona Barker, Social Worker, Miss Sheena Young, Senior
Social Worker and myself as Co-ordinator.

i At 13 years of age Matthew has a loag history of truancy and history of
Child Guidance involvement dating back to 1971. He is described as a
pleasant boy, but one who needs support and a great deal more supervision
than he is presently receiving. He has never had a pattern of school
attendance and one seriously wonders if a pattern can ever be established.
Recently he has become involved in some delinquency and this; allied with

truancy, makes one apprehensive of the futuree The child's parents are-’
Mdivorced and the absence of a male figure within the home is a loss which
Hatthew feelse

Recommendation: It was felt that if Watthew were to remain at home it would
be unlikely that school attendance would greatly improve. The ovinion was
that the child remuired a more secure setting and this could possibly be best
met hy a Children's Homee

Bosco House, which provides a strong male influence, was recommended.

PR

LEINSTER
Co=~ordinator of Azsessment
17+4.78
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Miss S. Barker
3CB/97

10 Laighcarteside Street,
Johnstone,

24th January, 1978,

Mrs, Ross,
5 Buchanan Street,
Johnstone,

Dear Mrs., Ross,

. The Reporter to the Children's Panel has asked me to prepare a
Background Report on your son, Matthew, For this reason I would like to
call and see both you and Matthew on Monday, 30th January, 1978, at about
4 o'clock in the afternoon. If this is not suitable Please contact me
and we will arrange another appointment, "

Yours sincerely,

S. Barker (Miss)
Soeial Yorker.




/) ' ST. NINIAN'S
Pel: Palkland 268 C e
FATKLAND
PIFE.
8th Dec. 1978

°. "
/ Dear Wﬂ/,

Just a reminder to let you know
that the boys will start their Christmas holidays
on Thursday 2ist De. They will leave St. Ninian's
before 10.00 a.m. Boys for Glasgow and the west
should arrive at Buchanan St. Bus station about 11.30 a.m.
Beys for Dundee will be on the 10.10 train from
Markinch.

Not all boys will be able to go on
holidays so the Home will be open. Should it be
necessary for a boy to return early just phone.

The return date for all is Sunday 7th Jan. The
schoodl coach will leave Buchanan St. at 5.00 p.m.
en that date.

Twenty senior boys will be on a
skiing course in Glenshee with the Army Cadet Training
Team from 22nd to 25th Jan. Two Cross country teams
are entered for the Fife Scheols' Championship at
Dunfermline on 7th Feb. Later in the term all
boys travel to Sunderland for the weekend teo play rughby.

After the Christmas we will have at

least 10 vacancies.

With best wishes for Christmas and

the new year,
‘ Yours sincerely

'Lu.a.;%i1ébmv
#ﬁf’»’f{ Aoy, u‘{fi:f

A,

R T



_, {trathelpbe Regional Counil
/. Cagtwood/Renfrein District

/
W.J. PARKER SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT
District Managar
5
AT RIS a<
50CIAL BACKGROUND REPORT ON OF.
‘Children’s Hearing at =% a7 o Date of Birth:— TuTeilS Age:— 16 Yzars.
Date of Hearing:— &th “ciober, 1981 Religion: —
Grounds of Referral:— Review
Pre 1047 appearances before Children’s Hearings: —
ERVIAS ¢ TN Over tho wast fow months I have not had remular contact with
datihew olihough veing very much involved in the family due
10 nroblems coneerning his alster lorrsine, fver most of
the past yoar the fomily situntion has romesined as hnefove,
4% nreseat however ¥ir mud Yirs Rosn sre sevarcied, with Vs
Ropa staying st her uother's home in Yilbirnie,
widerstond she is endsavouring to got a house in that apes
and Hatthew would be able to choose vhich narvent “s wanted
to atay with. '
ST s “iatthew completed hiy schooling at 5%, Cuthhertts withouh

aay mojor difliculiiss. e left echool in May and haa
been wanble %o Cind oalopeant, dig fathex is sonceraed
that w6 present Yatthew is lamy sod apathetis, and does
#ot #how gime of heing kesn ¢o find work. dvout four
nonths 2zo Yatthew wus involved in twe alleged miner
offenses =nd I undewstund these ave heins vroceased
through the Jovrs Sygten.

hatthew does not seen o use hizx lelsure tiee construetively,
and has 4iffievldy getling up in the womingy, e does
not seen 0 be conesynad about hie own futuwe plane,

REGUMIDATION: In view of Matthew's age, o further vevied of Supervision
would not seem aprrovriate, iowewer T will have a
contimaing iavolwvement with the family and will be avallable
to Matthev if he needs adwice ox guidance in the future,

Lo 75‘,;4
I, Tersy (v}
Soeial Vorker,

10 Leigheartaide Street,
Johmstone,  IB/JIW,
2nd1 Octobver, 1981.
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' Steathelyve Regional Councir
Castwood/Renfrew Bistrict
Gusiasd 4

T SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT @&,) ;

District Manager

' MATTHEW ROSS 5 Buchanan Street, Johnstone
SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT ON — OF.
Children’s Hearing at Paisley Date of Birth:— ?' 3.65 Age:— 13 Years.
Date of Hearing:— Religion:— Romén Catholic

Grounds of Referral:— Reéview of Residential Supervision Reguirement

Previous appearances before Children’s Hearings:—

HOME Since the last report was submitted Mr. Ross has moved back to
SITUATION: stay with the family but this in iteself has brought problems. Mr. Ross

| drinks heavily from time to time and, at these times, can be most.

| aggressive., On a few ocoasions Mrs, Ross has had to leave the home with
the children and stay with relatives in Kilbimie. The last time this
happened wag in November 1978. Mrs.Ross felt that she just could not take
any more and that she was on the werge of a nervous breakdown. She tried
to apply for a home of her own in Kilbirhie but with no success, so
eventually moved back to stay with her husband, Since then she feels that
the situation has improved. Her husband's drinking is move controlled
and there bavenot been so many arguments. Mrs,Ross is most concerned about
the effect this has on the children, however. She feels that the children
are unsettled when Mr. Ross has been drinking as there is always the
possibility that they will have to leave home, Wr. Ross has never heen
violent towards his wife or the children but Mrs., Rosgs isg always worried
about this aspect as there are times when her husband has no recollecticn
of what he has said or done. Mr. Ross has lost a few good jobs through his
drinking habits and has been receving treatment from his G,P, but this does
not seem to be having any long term effect on him. He does not seew to
acknowledge that he has a problem,

Financially the faumily seem to find it difficult to make ends meet but
&t the moment there are no outstanding accounts,

MATTHEY: Matthew appears to have settled dow- frirly well at St. Ninian's and
presents lew problems wheon at home for weoegends ete, The boy has been late
on refurning %o school a few times but 1 feel that this is wmore the fault
of his parents rather than any conscious attempt by Matthew not to retumn,

Hig parents feel that he is much better behaved now when he does come
home but they seem, to a certain oxtent, to bhe afraid of the responsibility
of baving him at howe for any length of time - for example 1 bolieve he
spent part of his summer holidays with relatives in Kilbirnie and alsc,
until recehtly, has spent part of his weekend leawve there,

Matthew's older brother lives with hie grandmother in Kilbirnie end I
wonder if perhaps Mr. & Mrs. Ross feel unable to cope with the children as
they grow older. Mrs. Ross states that she has no difficulty at all with
disciplining the other children and she has noticed that Matthew's attitude

towards/




ATTITUDE TO THE
OFFENCE:

CONCLUSION:

Matthew Ross - 2

At the moment Matthew is spending most of his time
either in the home with his brother and sisters or in
the garden. He has always had a good relationship
with his mother and his father now seems to have

more time for him, The tension within this houesheold
has reduced tremendously.

This offence took place in March 1978, prior to
Matthew's admission to St. Ninian's. It has already
caused a lot of worry to the parents because of its
slow progress through the Court system and the parents
have been extrsmely irate at the number of times
Matthew has appeared and the case has been postpouved.
Eventually on the 29th May, 1979, the case was dealt with
and Mr. Ross pled guilty on Matthew's behalf to having
car keys in his possession. They did not accept the
other charges. Apparently Matthew was involved in
this with other boys and Mr. and Mrs. Ross feel that
he has been scapegoated. ‘

Teking into account the fact that this offence occurred
prior to Matthew!s admission to St, Hinian's and that
plans are now being set in motion for the boy's return
home T would recommend that this referral be discharged.
The home situation is, in any case, going to be closely
supervised over the summer period.

q o e DG
Ann Carswell (Mrs.) -
Social Worker.

10 Leighcartside Street
Johnstone,
AC/SZ



£ .cathelpbe Begional Counel (P &w& )
Cagtivood/Renfretn District i W
que

Ao T SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

District Manager

5 Buchanan Street

SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT on — BATTHEW ROSS oF___Jdohnstong,

Children’s Hearing at Pai gley. Date of Birth:— 743 65, Age:— 14 Years.
Date of Hearing:— Religion:— Rm Catholice.

Grounds of Referral:— Theft of Car Keye

To be read in conjunction with previous reports,
Previous appearances before Children’s Hearings:—

HOME SITUATION: The home situation has settled considerably since last
report was compiled in February, 1979, Mr. and
. Mrs. Rose' relatienship seems to be more stable,

Mr. Ross ie in full time employment with a local

rennovation scheme and the family have now purchased a
caravanette with which they hope to apend weekends away,
This appears to have given Mr. Rosz the ineentive to
control his drinking and there have been nc further episodes
of Mrs, Ross having to leave the home.

Financially too the femily is now finding it eamsier to
COP2e

MATTHEW ¢ Following the recomwendation of the last Hearing a
meeting was held in thie office at the begimming of
June to discuss the possibility of Matthew returning
to school in this area. It was attended by Mr. Murphy
(Social Worker at St, Ninian's) Mr. Brown (Educational
Psychologist) Mr. Cowan (Underwood Tutorial Centre) and
Mr, Docherty (St. Cuthbert's High School)s Various options
were discussed and it wes felt that Matthew was not
aguitable for Underwood Centre. It was therefore decided
that Matthew should return to St, Cuthbert's High School
and that his progress should be reviswed in October.
Meanwhile the place at St. Ninian's will be held. It was
also felt that the parents attitudes and ability to cope
with Matthew could be assessed over the summer period. Matthew
has already been back to St. Cuthbert's to choose his subjects
for next seasion.

Certainly the boy is very happy about this arrengement and
it has been nmede perfectly clear to him thet he must attend
achool regularly. Also I believe that there was some
question of condoned absences previously so it has also
been outlined to the parents that medical certificates would
be expected if Matthew is absent.

At/
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MATTHEW ROSS 5 Buchanan Street, Johnstone

SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT ON OF.

Children’s Hearing at Paisley Date of Birth: Z+3.85 Age:— 14 Years.
Date of Hearing:— 13 / / l( "(1 Religion:— Roman Catiholic
Grounds of Referral:—  Review at request of Local Authority

Previous appearances before Children’s Hearings: —

To be read in conjunction with previous reports,

HOME SITUATION: Since last report dated §th July, 1979 Mr. Ross has lost his job
and has been unable to find employment. He does not feel that he has any
hope of finding employment until Spring 1980 since the work for which
he is eligible is the outdoor type, There is also the possibility
that Mrs. Ross will be made redundant in December of this year as
she works with Chrysler, Linwood. Despite this, however, the family
is managing reasonably well financially, '

As far as the marital relationship is concerned there would appear
to have been an increase in the friction between hushand and wife
since Mr. Ross stopped work. Mr. Ross does have a tendency to drink to
excess from time to time and 1 feel that he resents having to depend on
his wife's income to keep the family budget running smeothly., This
friction does not appear to have interfered with the children's schooling.

MATTHEW: Matthew returned home from St. Ninian's on & trial basis on
22nd June, 1979 and to date there have been no problems. BRecause of
his regular weekends at home, the boy had no difficulty in settling back
into the family setting and there has been no jealousy from his sisters
and brother,

He does not, however, do very much with his spare time preferring
to stay in during evenings and weekends. His parents did try to
encourage him to attend a local Scout Group but Matthew was not interested.

As far as school is concerned Matihew's attendance has been very
good and ahsences have heen covered by medical certificates. Regular
contact with the school has shown that Matthew has integrated well and
also seems to be trying with his school work, He is by ne means an

intelligent lad and finds basic skills difficult but the school feels
that he is applying himself,

Mr. Ross is not very happy about Matthew's level of education,
especially writing and spelling and I think finds it difficult to
accept that Matthew is trying. On the other hand Matthew seems io
be fairly good with hands and has spoken of working as a motor mechanic
on leaving school,

ASSESSMENT/
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Castwood/Renfrew District

W.J. PARKER SOCIAL WORK DEPARTMENT

District Manager

S Buchanan Street

MATHEW ROSS Johnstone,
SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT ON OF.
Children’s Hearing at Paisley. Date of Birth:— 7, 3,65. Age:— 15 Years.
Date of Hearing:— Religion: — Roman Catholic.
e — Annusl Review. School: Bt. Cuthbert's High
School.

Previous appearances before Children’s Hearings:—

I have only taken over thie case recently and have
only had time to visit the family once. As a result
most of this report is taken from the previcus Sccial
Worker's case notes,

HOME & Father - Mathew Ross (42) Unemployed.
FAMILY Mother - Isobel Ross (41) Unemployed.
DL A - Martin Ross (18)  Brother. Married
outwith home.
Mathew Ross (_3_%) Subject of Report.
Lorraine Ross (1%) St. Cuthbertt®s High
School.
Jacqueline Ross (13)  St. Cuthbert's High
' School.

Thomas Ross (12)

The family home is a four apartment council flat
situated in a quiet area near the town centre., It is
of adequate material standards. Due to unemployment
finance is tight and in light of the economic state
of the area this is unlikely to be solved in the near
future.

There is a long history of marital disharmony batween

Mr, and Mrs. Roas going back in departmental records to
1972. 'The main reason given for this is that Mr. Ross
has 8 drink problem. This causes a rather tense and
strained atmosphere at home on occasions and there have
been frequent short seperations thea last of which was
about a month ago. Mr. Ross tends to leave his wife

to be the disciplinsrian within the home which has led to
her receiving criticism from all members of the family.
The previous Social Worker noted that *the situation at home
does give cause for concern but any attempts at discussing
difficulties/
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ASSESSMENT &
CONCLUSION:

MATHEW «~JSS = 2

difficulties both past and present have usually
proved futile.' He concluded that any attempts in
the future would be limited.

At the age of 5 Mathew was quite seriously burned and
had an eye operation a few years later. He has no
sight in one gye and has to wear glasses. Apart

from this his health is good.

Mathew was placed on a Home Supervision Order in 1974
following a referral for housebreaking with intent.

In May 1978 he was placed on a Residential Supervision
Order at St. Ninian's Falkland following truancy and
theft referrals. Mathew made progress at St. Ninian's
and it was decided to send him home on a trial basis
in June 1979 and his Supervision was changed to

Home Supervision in December. Although St. Ninian's
felt there was room for further improvement they decided
another year there would have made reintegration into
the normal school system very difficult.

Methew returned to St. Cuthbert's School. He has had
a problem of truancy since his primary schooldays
but this appears to be resolved although he has a
negative attitude towards school.

Since returning home Mathew has continued to meke good
progress despite the tensions and pareantel disharmony
that exists and both parents are happy with his current
bshaviour. He is a rather reserved boy and does not
appear to take much interest in himself or others.

He has few interests outwith the home and spends a
great deal of his leisure time indoors mainly watching
T.V. - He has only a few close friends.

It appears necessary to encourage Mathew to develop
some interests. At present it is planned to start

an Intermediate Treatment Group at West Yonderton

and Mathew will be a member of this if it gets off

the ground. This is likely to happen in the near
future. As well as providing Mathew with a wider

range of activities it is hoped this will encourage him
to take a greater interest in his personal appearance
and to provide him with a wider range of relationships.

Since Mathew has returned home he appears to have
settled at school and seems capable of coping with the
home situation. He has remained out of trouble

and T find it difficult to see what an extra period

of compulsory Home Supervision can achieve. It

would seem unlikely that this depabitment can achieve
any significant change in the home situation. Apart
from this Mathew's main problem would appear to be a
general lack of interest in life. One to one supervision
does not appear to have significantly helped with this
and it is to be hoped that involvement in the proposed
group at West Yonderton would be more successfule If
Mathew's/
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Mathew's supervision order was terminated it would

not effect his membership and I would continue to have
contact with him on a voluntary basis.

. 7
I, Terry (Mr.)
Social Worker.

10 Laighcartside Street
Johnstone.

IT/S%
28th October, 1980,
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