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Uriice of the Director ot Social W ork

Social Work Department,
Dundee East,

9, VWest Bell Street,
DUNDEE, DDl 1lEX.

Taysfde Regjona] Council Tel: Dundee 23281

L .

DUNDEE CHILDREN'S PANEL

our ref  HG/BM

THURSDAY, 16th MAY, 1985, at 6.00 p.m.
yourref ....

ANNUAL REVIEW . date 13th May, 1985.

DAVID STANDISH (d.o.b. 5.3.70)
40, ELLENGOWAN DRIVE, DUNDEE.

David last appeared at Dundee Children's Hearing on 14th June, 1984, when
he was made subject to a home supervision requirement in terms of Section
44(1)(a) of the Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968. This followed a three
week period of assessment in Burnside House, at the end of which it was
felt that David and his family were in need of family therapy and ongoing
social work support. David has remained at home to date, and now eleven
months after his last Hearing appearance, it is necessary to review his
situation and the appropriateness of the current supervision requirement.

I first became involved with David and his family at the beginning of July,
when this case was transferred to me for supervision from Intake Worker,

Steve Bowden. It was encouraging to learn that by this time there had already
been a marked improvement in David's behaviour, and in the home atmosphere in
general, since his return from Burnside House. Mr. and Mrs. Standish seemed
pleased to be able to report a considerable change in David's attitude and

his willingness to co-operate within the home, and they themselves appeared
more relaxed and in control of their family situation. From the time of the
last Hearing, the Standish family had been attending the Child Psychiatry
Clinic at Dundee Royal Infirmary for therapy sessions with Dr. Will and over
the next few months, they continued with these appointments, despite their
expressed reservations about the value of family therapy. Whether or not
David and his parents felt themselves to have benefited from Dr. Will's work
with them during the period June - September of last year, there can be no
doubt that relationships in the family have shown significant and sustained
improvement throughout the past eleven months. It is perhaps an indication of
the degree of stability and cohesion which the family have achieved that not
only have they been able to experience a very enjoyable holiday abroad together
(in October), and they have also coped

(1) with a change of employment by Mr. Standish back to his trade of
panel-beating, followed by his precipitous loss of the job because
of lack of work and a subsequent period of unemployment (August -
November) ;

(2) with Mrs. Standish being admitted to hospital for an operation and
then readmitted following complications (November - December).
Throughout these difficult four months, David's behaviour remained

relatively unproblematic and there were no signs of stress causing
undue tension in family relationships.

If calling or telephoning please ask for:—



Annual Review (Ch. Panel) -2 - 13th May, 1985.
David STANDISH

This year to date, David and his parents have not experienced
further serious trauma and they have continued to cope
satisfactorily with any problems which have arisen. It is
unfortunate to have to report that Mr. Standish has recently
found out his job may once again be in jeopardy, but there
appears to be no reason to believe that he and his family will
not be able to continue to enjoy a stable life together, as they
proved in the same circumstances last year.

As far as David's behaviour and progress outwith the home is concerned, he
has over the past year shown some commitment to avoiding the kind of
activities which contributed towards his initial referral to the Children's
Hearing system. David's main interest is in football and he is currently a
member of a competing Dundee team. He is otherwise not involved in any
youth or community clubs and he appears to spend much of his spare time
playing snooker or with his girlfriend (depending on the stage of their on/
off relationship!). In the early months of David's supervision, I tried

to interest him in becoming involved in a social work organised motor, cycle
group, feeling that this might be a possible direction in which he could
channel his energies, but David eventually declined the opportunity to become

a group member.

It has at least been a sign of the degree of control that David has over his
own behaviour, that he has not, as feared in the past, become more involved

in a delinquent peer sub-culture. David has in fact only been charged with
one offence during his period of supervision: on 7th November, 1984, he was
caught urinating in a common close. Although no formal action was pursued,
his parents did not hesitate to make it clear to him that they did not
approve of his behaviour. There was only one other known incident in which
David was involved this past year. On 10th November, 1984, he was stopped by
the Police in the Dura Street area, carrying a box containing bottles of
alcohol. He was questioned by the Police, but was not charged, as it seems they
accepted his statement that he agreed to carry the box for some youths in
return for payment, and that the youths had run off at the appearance of the
Police. Over the past year, there has otherwise never been any suggestion
that David might be drinking alcohol again, or might be involved in offending.

The report from Guidance Teacher, Mr. McArthur, from Morgan Academy will
provide details of David's performance and conduct at school since the time

of his last Hearing, to which I can add little. However, I would like to
emphasise that it would seem David's behaviour has shown some improvement

over the last school year. Despite lateness being an ongoing problem, there
can be little doubt that the level and degree of difficulty he has presented in
school compares favourably with his behaviour during the previous session. I
would suggest that the fact David's parents have only been contacted twice this
session (the second time with regard to late-coming) is a clear indicator

that his behaviour has progressed in a positive way and that the school have
been able to contain it appropriately.

ASSESSMENT & RECOMMENDATION

David is now 15 and has one further year to complete at school before leaving
in summer 1986. It is my view he has shown over the past year that despite
some persisting behavioural and attitudinal difficulties, he can function
manageably within the school environment. At home and elsewhere, there have



Annual Review (Ch. Panel) - 3 - 13th May, 1985.
David STANDISH .

been even greater signs of improvement both in David's own behaviour

and in his relationships with his parents. Mr. and Mrs. Standish them-
selves have proved themselves capable of imposing appropriate controls

over their son when necessary. As 1 feel that David's needs now appear

to be adequately met within his own family and school systems, I would
suggest that supervision is no longer relevant for him and that his
requirement should therefore be terminated. I would add, however, that
David and his parents can be reassured that further social work support
would be available to them on a voluntary basis in the event of difficulties
arising in the near future.

V}GDM Q/J.J.\M-J
H. Gunn (Ms),
SOCIAL WORKER. -
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