Statement: William Mcseveney

The physical abuse began two to three months after my arrival at the facility. I had heard from younger children about being put in "the quiet room," but I initially dismissed their accounts as exaggeration. I soon learned they were telling the truth.
The quiet room was a box room, empty of any furnishings or comfort. It was there that a staff member - Mr. Hannah, who lived somewhere in Lanark - first assaulted me. He grabbed me by my hair and threw me around the room, shouting abuse while punching my torso and legs. I didn't understand at the time why he avoided my face, but I realize now he was deliberately hiding the evidence. This became a pattern - every time he was on duty, the violence continued.
The sexual abuse began when this same staff member was assigned to overnight shifts. He moved me from the dormitory to a single room, claiming that as a senior resident, I needed my own space. I remember the darkness outside when he would enter my room late at night. He would make comments about my body changing, saying "you're getting big now." Then he would touch me inappropriately all over my body before performing oral sex on me. After stopping, he would say, "this is what all men do" - words that still haunt me. He would then masturbate in front of me until he finished.
This abuse continued for months. I reported what was happening to Mr. McFarland, who promised to "see what he could do." Nothing changed. The abuse only stopped when I was nearly sixteen years old.
The psychological damage was profound. I lived in constant fear, unable to sleep, staring at my bedroom door and waiting for it to open, waiting for it to happen again. That terror, that vigilance - it never left me, even when the door stayed closed.
I am sharing this account not for myself alone, but in the hope that speaking out might protect even one child from experiencing what I endured. If this statement helps prevent another child from suffering this kind of abuse, then breaking my silence will have been worth it.
This represents only a portion of what occurred during my time at the facility.



