I am providing this statement to formally record the abuse and serious mistreatment I experienced after arriving at the care home where I was placed as a child. From the outset of my time there, I was subjected to repeated violence, intimidation, and exposure to abuse that no child should ever experience.
Shortly after my arrival, I was physically assaulted on a regular basis. I recall being beaten almost every night. These assaults were deliberate, intimidating, and carried out by individuals who were responsible for my care and safety. The repeated nature of this violence created an environment of fear and helplessness, where I felt constantly threatened and unable to protect myself.
On multiple occasions, I was taken out of the care setting during the night, often around 2 a.m., and brought to a barn or isolated location. While there, I was physically assaulted. These incidents were particularly frightening due to the isolation, the late hour, and the complete lack of supervision or accountability. I was a child, entirely dependent on the adults who were harming me, and I had no means of escaping or seeking immediate help.
One of the carers during this time was a man named Jim Begley. I believe he was a paedophile and posed a serious risk to children in the care home. During my time there, I witnessed other boys being sexually abused by a member of staff. These incidents were deeply distressing and had a lasting impact on me. Seeing other children harmed in this way reinforced my fear and confusion and contributed to a belief that abuse was unavoidable and would go unchallenged.
At the time, I did not feel safe to report what was happening. The adults responsible for protecting us were the same individuals committing or enabling the abuse. As a child in care, I felt powerless, isolated, and convinced that no one would believe me. I did not understand that what I was experiencing and witnessing was wrong, as violence and mistreatment had become a routine part of daily life.
The impact of these experiences has been severe and long-lasting. I have suffered ongoing emotional and psychological trauma, including fear, anxiety, and difficulty trusting others, particularly those in positions of authority. The violence and abuse I endured, as well as the abuse I witnessed, have affected my sense of safety and wellbeing well into adulthood.
I am making this statement to ensure that these events are formally acknowledged and documented. Children placed in care are entitled to protection, dignity, and safety. What occurred represents a serious failure of duty of care and safeguarding. By providing this account, I hope to contribute to accountability and to preventing similar harm to other children in care settings.
This statement is true and accurate to the best of my knowledge and recollection.

