Name: Stephen Crawford 
DOB: 14/02/1968
Name of Care Home/s: Nazareth House Cardonald, Neil Street Children’s Home, Smyllum Children’s Home Aberdeen
Reason for going into care: Family neglect 
Age in care: Approximately 1-16 years of age, on-and-off

Personal Statement
Nazareth House, Cardonald 
I spent time in several different children’s homes, and each place affected me in different ways. I was in Nazareth House, CarDonald for what I believe were two Christmases. I must have been around eleven or twelve years old. I remember being smacked there every few months. It was treated like a form of corporal punishment. It was not random, but it was still carried out by the nuns, who were very strict and not kind. Punishments included being sent to bed with no supper, which meant going to sleep hungry. At the time it all felt normal, but looking back I realise it was abuse. We shared a communal bedroom. I went to a primary school which was separate to the house. 

Smyllum Children’s Home, Aberdeen
I also spent time in Smyllum , Aberdeen. I believe I was possiby around 8,9 or 10 years old. There was physical punishment here as well. Staff would make us pull down our pants and would smack us on the bare bottom, so it hurt more. They said it was because we had done something wrong, but it should never have happened. We were hit as and when they decided, not every day and not without a reason, but that does not make it acceptable.

Neil Street Children’s Home
I later lived in Neil Street Children’s Home, 41 Neil Street Greenock. I was in Nel Street twice, once as a baby and a second time at around 14 or 15 years old. If you did not go to school, staff would take away your pocket money and other privileges. There was a designated smoking room, and I was smoking from the age of thirteen. I think I lived there from around twelve to fifteen. Staff knew we were smoking and allowed it, even though we were far too young. There was no physical abuse here, probably because I was older, but you were completely ignored and just neglected. It was completely wild here. 

I ran away from all the care homes. When we were fostered out me and my siblings the foster families had their own kids, so you never felt part of the family, and we would run away from here to. I was moved around many places while growing up, and the system had a huge impact on my childhood and my life. The things that happened to me shaped who I became and stayed with me long after I left care. I have been married twice and divorced twice, and I like to be on my own. When you reach 16 you are completely abandoned. I left the country and moved to England and then to America. I think I was just trying to get away from it all.


