Name: Stephen Haggerty 
DOB: 05/10/1961
Name of Care Home/s: Polmont Borstal
Reason for going into care: Breaking and entering 
Age in care: Approximately 16-18 years of age

PERSONAL STATEMENT 
When I was 17, I was sentenced to 11 months by Glasgow Sheriff Court for breaking and entering. I spent five weeks on remand in Longriggend and then went to Polmont for approximately ten months.
POLMONT BORSTAL 
While at Polmont, I experienced physical violence from the prison staff. I was punched, kicked, and slapped routinely. This occurred pretty much daily, and I also witnessed staff doing the same thing to other boys. There were incidents of sexual violence. 
Staff would throw me into "the digger," which was an isolation cell, for up to five weeks at a time. I would be in that cell with no furniture or even a mattress; I slept on a concrete slab. On quite a few occasions, I was thrown in here naked. I heard people committing suicide, cutting their wrists next to me in the next cell. I also had a black curly hair and they shaved my head, before they put me in there. 
I was given cold showers as a punishment for my behaviour. When I went to shower, I would sometimes have to stand naked while waiting to enter the communal showers. Punishment would also come in the form of the magic square, it would consist of a 24 x 24-inch square on the floor, and I would have to clean it with a toothbrush for 8 hours. 
At mealtimes, I was often denied meals. I can recall times when I would not receive dinner for two or three days in a row, and I would be left to go hungry.
Some comments made by staff were sexually inappropriate, such as threats of putting a mop pole up my anus. The two members of staff I can remember being abusive were Mick and “crazy” Joe Anderson, but I am unsure of their surnames. 
I cannot really remember having any visits with my family while I was there, though I am unsure of the reason why, as my mother and the rest of my family were caring and lovely people, but I spent all my time separated from my siblings. I was then moved down to London for a 16-week assessment when I should have only been there for six weeks.
My life has been challenging with long term alcoholism. Anxiety, depression, PTSD and night terrors. 


