Name: Jake Marshall
DOB: 11/10/1992
Name of Care Home/s: Maryhill – Foster Care 
Reason for going into care: Father died and mother struggled to cope
Age in care: Approximately 3 years of age

Personal Statement
My father passed away when I was around three years old from a heroin overdose. My mother struggled to cope and manage my behaviour, and I was placed in care at the age of three. I spent years moving in and out of care and was unable to attend mainstream school, eventually being sent to boarding schools. I have since been diagnosed with ADHD and Autism, which may have been contributing factors in my behaviour being unsupported.

Foster Care – Laura and Steven Christie 
I was placed in different homes across Glasgow, and because of my young age and the number of moves, I struggle to remember all of the places I lived. One of my earliest placements was a foster home in Maryhill with Laura and Steven Christie, where I stayed for a couple of years. I was also in and out of a home in Lenzie throughout the years.
While living with Laura and Steven, I experienced regular physical violence from both of them. They would hit me with their hands, and this happened often. There were around five other children living there at the same time, and bullying among the children was common. Laura and Steven did nothing to stop it.
Steven was also sexually inappropriate towards me. He would touch me in a sexual way whenever I was alone with him, which could happen daily. My visits with my mother were regularly denied, leaving me isolated and without family support.
My experiences in care have had a lasting impact on my mental health. I regularly attend counselling to cope with the trauma. It has affected my relationships and friendships throughout my life, and I continue to suffer from flashbacks and nightmares about my time in foster care.

