Name: Stewart Morrison 
DOB: 12th of May 1975
Name of Care Home: Burnside Children’s Home Irvine.
Reason for going into care: Problem child, hanging around with wrong crowd
Age in care: Approximately 12-14 years of age

Personal Statement: 
Burnside Children’s Home Irvine
From the age of twelve, I was labelled a problem child and associated with the wrong crowd. This led to my placement in Burnside Children’s Home, where I spent several years. At first, the environment seemed acceptable, but most nights I was visited by the same man, Brian Newman. He sexually assaulted me by putting his hands down my trousers for several minutes at a time. He would sit next to me, smiling with satisfaction, while I was paralysed with fear and unable to speak. He also stood and watched us during showers, leaving us with no privacy and making the situation extremely uncomfortable. I was terrified of him. At fourteen, I was moved to Kerelaw as a day boy. There, we were frequently slapped and kicked. I remember the art teacher, Matt George, who would hit me with rulers and physically abuse me. Staff constantly shouted at us, and I also witnessed other children being abused. It was a horrific environment.
These experiences have devastated my life. I now suffer from severe PTSD and flashbacks. I struggle with trust issues and find it difficult to build relationships because of everything that happened to me in care. I take anti-depressants. I’m also a recovering addict. 

