Name: Philip Guthrie
DOB: 11/02/1961
Name of Care Homes: Dr Guthrie’s in Edinburgh 
Reason for going into care: Truancy 
Age in care: Approximately 12 years of age

Personal Statement
Dr Guthrie's in Edinburgh
At the age of 12, I was put into care because I wasn't attending school. This decision was made by a children's panel in conjunction with Arbroath social services. 
I was placed in Dr Guthrie's in Edinburgh, where I stayed until I turned 15. During my time at Dr Guthrie's, I experienced being whipped on the hands with straps. 
I did attempt to escape a few times, and consequently, my weekend visits with my family were revoked.
There was a prevalent culture of bullying there, and although the staff were aware of it, no real action was taken. One boy sexually assaulted me by touching me inappropriately. I reported this to the staff, and he was removed that same night; I don't recall seeing him again afterward. His first name was Thomas, but I can't remember his last name. 
When it was time for showers, we had to line up naked with other children while waiting. Staff members monitored us in the shower blocks as we washed. There was no privacy, and the showers were always cold, and I would take one every morning. 
After going through this experience, I feel like I was never the same. I still occasionally have flashbacks about it. I spent that time separated from my siblings, and we lost precious moments together that we can never reclaim.
I currently suffer from PTSD, Depression and Anxiety. I’ve taken medication to cope for long time. 

