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SOCIAL BACKGRGUND REPORT
CHILDREN'S HEARING
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ANMUAL REVIEW

in connection with ...... ......o s

BASIS OF REPORT

I was introduced to this family as their new social worker only a few wesks ago
and have only seen them several times. However T have had in-depth discussions
with Ms. M. Black, the previous social worker and also with Mrs HcKenzie,

family helper, who has been invelved with the family for some considerable time.
I have also had discussions with Mrs Fisher alt Florence Booth. This report has
therefore been conpiled from the outcome of thess discussions in conjunction
with my own assessment through my brief contact with the family.

PROCRESS SINCE LAST REVICW

At the last Hearing, the children were made subject of Residontial Supervision
Orders under Scction 44 (1)(b) Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968. At this time,

it was decided that the Supervision Orders should remain in force but th=z
childreon should spend some time at home on a trial basis. If this trial period
was successful, then a Review Hearing would be ecanlled, However despite a good
start to the trial, home lecave pressure was clearly building up and the children
were returned to Florence Booth on 12th Aupust 1983, This cased the prezsure on
the household and allowed the home situation to settlnr., 0On lst Zeptember 19383
the children resumed a full-time trial period at home. On 16Gth MNovember 1982 a
Departmental Review took place as tension was building up again within tne family.
Consequently, the children were returned to Floronee Honth.,  There then followed
several wecks vhen Mr Ferguson was unwilling to cnpoacs in any work with the
Department. He refused to discuss the marital sifuatian and contact wiih Florence
Booth was difficult.
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PROGRESS SINCE LAST REVIEW, (cont'd)

In December, Marjory, Sonia and Diane contracted dysentery for which they spent
a period in hospital. Unfortunately the dysentery meant that Gavin could not
have contact with the family for fear that the infection may spread to Florence
Booth. Sonia and Marjory were cleared of dysentery shortly after, but Diane

did not receive the all clear until April 1984. During this time, Gavin and

Marjory remained in Florence Booth but were unable to visit the home. Mr and E.
Mrs Ferguson began visiting Gavin and Marjory as soon as the all clear had fﬁ
been given for Diane. During this period of dysentery, the Ferguson's were i
encouraged to keep in touch with Gavin and Marjory by telephone, but seldom ES
did. .

-

On 17th May 1984, a further Departmental Review was held at Florence Bobth.
After discussion it was agreed that it was still too early to allow the
children home permanently. As the holiday season was approaching, it was not .
theought that Mr and Mrs Ferguson were ready to cope with all four children at . '
home for a lengthy perioﬂ. However it was agreed that:-

1. Gavin and Marjory stay overnight from Saturday to Sunday on
May 19th/20th.

2. Gavin and Marjory to have two nights at home the following weekend
and to go from school from their home on ionday 28th May.

3. Gavin and Marjory to be at home from lst June until the end of the
school session.

4. Gavin and Marjory will be at home during the weeck beginning Monday
4th July and will return to Florence Booth on Friday &th July.

5. Gavin and Marjory will be on holiday with Florence Booth from
9th July to 16th July.

6. Gavin and Marjory home again from 16th Jily for two weeks.

If these trial periods at home prove successful, then another Hearing will be

requested.

CONCLUSION

It is fair to say that Mr and Mrs Ferguson are weall motivated purents and are
generally keen to work towards having the children heme permanently. Although
almost a year has passed since the last Hearing, a great deal of ground has
been covered with Mr and Mrs Ferguson. However I do not fecl that the children
should return home at this stage but I look optimistically to the future.

My recommendation is that the Children's Supervision Orders be continued under
Seétion 44 (1)(b) Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 and that the above plan for
home trial be implemented.
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MR S. BRODIE,
SOCTIAL VWORKER.



REPORT FOR ANNUAL REVIEW (N.A.I. REGISTER)

- ﬂAHE Gavin and Mar!qqglgerguson

ADDRESS ._%@‘Qqqnley Place, Dundee.

D.O.B. ..412:12.73) (10.5.77) respectively
MOTHER . Mrg Marjory Ferguson =~ B sivivio S se B Ryt Zig E—
FATHER ..M Bouglas Ferguson ... p.o.B. S SR —
siBLINGS .. Gavin Fergusen . oo B
. Macjory Ferguson W - i ey s
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REPORT

All family members are living at 14 Dronley Place but Gavin and Mar jory
who are subject to a Supervision Order under Section 44(1)(b) Social Work
(Scotland) Act 1968 return to Florence Booth for an overnight stay every
Thursday.

Progress Report

Mr and Mrs Ferguson have achieved a great deal of progress since the last review.
Mr Ferguson has persevered in changing his attitude towards his family. He is
now much more able to effectively manage the day to day functioning of the family.
His relationship with his children is much improved, Mr Ferguson has recently
been charged with driving without a licence or insurance which is likely to mean
a fairly heavy fine. Mrs Ferguson has also progressed in her motivation towards
organising the household, although at times general tidyness leaves a lot to

be desired. Mrs Ferguson has just discovered that she is pregnant. Mr Ferguson
would rather” not have another child but says he will have to adjust when the

new baby arrives.

Gavin and Marjory have been spending all but ane night at home every week for
some considerable time. This is seen as a trial period whilst the family still
have the support of Florence Booth. It is eéxpected that the children will
return home permanently in the near future.

Although there has been significant progress within the family during the past
year several major factors are shortly to influence the family:-

(1) The expected return home full time for Gavin and Marjory.

(2) NMr Ferguson's eéxpected heavy fine which may place increased stress
on the family.

(3) Mrs Ferguson's pregnancy and the further stress this may add to an
already full household. Mr Ferguson I feel has not yet fully accepted
his feelings towards another child.

Recommendation

That both children remain on the Register.

RS e
Mr S. Brodie, Social Worker.
SB/EHC (7.11.84).
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CASE REVIEWS — CHILDREN IN CARE
SOCIAL WORKER’'S REPORT

L

Please include comments under the following headings:—

Pan pictura of the child (including interests as well as physical and emotional attributes);

Summary of Work done since last Review (including frequency of visits):

Suitability of Placement (does it meet the child’s needs? What are his views);

School Report (facts about attainment and potential. Also any behavioural or relationship difficulties};
Health (date of last medical and details Dfl any treatment in addition to description of health);

Contact with natural parents/current home situation/parents’ views re future; :

Marental Contributions: Has parental assessment form been submitted to HQ.?

Social Workers's views re future action (indicating why any change in direction has taken place since last review/initial assessment,
Also indicate why particular goals are used and link with understanding of child’s behaviour).

| NAME ADDRESS IN CARE D.0.B.
Gavin Ferguson ) Section c/o Florence Booth House, ' 10. 5.77
Marjory Ferguson ) 44(1) (b)s Harefield Road, Dundee. 14.32.75

Last Formal Review : 29th August 1984.

Decisions taken at last Review :-—

1. Continuation of extended home leave i.e. children home full-time on
trial with the exception of one overnight stay in Florence Booth per

week,

2. Family situation to be reviewed shortly after the Octcber schcol holiday,
when consideration will be given to requesting & Review Hearing with
regards to the children returning home permanently.

3. Family Helper to maintain weekly contact.

4. Florence Booth to continue to offer support to Mr and Mrs Ferguson as and
when required.

Gavin admitted to Florence Booth House on 13. 3.81.
Marjory admitted to Florence Booth House on 8. 1.82.

Family situation : Both Marjory and Gavin have had continued extended home leave
excluding one overnight stay per week in Florence Booth. Mr and Mrs Ferguson have
fully co-operated with this arrangement. Generally these home visits have appeared
to progress well ; Marjory and Gavin appear settled within the family household and
have established -a very close relationship with their siblings i.e. Dianne (17.9.79)
and Sonie (27.10.81).

IE /=



It ds felt that Mr and Mrs Fergusen's relationship with Marjory™d@nd Gavin has improved
considerably since their admission to Florence Booth. Progress which has continued
during“recent ‘months., - However Mr and Mrs Ferguson-recognise that they have had to
work at developing their relationship with Marjory and Gavin. Everything, however,
has not been plain sailing ; Mr and Mrs Ferquson's expectations of the children's

ability to accept responsibility, which may be considered inappropriate for their age,

can be at times astumblingblock in their relat‘ionshii. _

[ e s e 2 i T
owever appears Lo need a great deal of attention and "babying" which might be consid-

ered in contrast with the responsibility placed on her by her parents. Mr and Mrs
Ferguson feel that such responsibility is appropriate at present. Mr Ferguson appears
to be more able in coping with the stresses of day to day family life. Mrs Ferguson
has recently had confirmation of her pregnancy and looks forward to the birth of the
child. Mr Ferguson has expressed some reservations in coping with added emotional
responsibility.

School situation : Mr Jack, Headmaster of Rockwell Primary, reports that Gavin and
Marjory continue to make progress. They attend regularly and are clean and tidy.

Mr Jack is satisfied with Mr and Mrs Ferguson's attitudes towards parental contact
with the school. '

Suitability of Placement : While Florence Booth have provided the security and care
the children have required, consideration must now be given to the long-term plans
for Marjory and Gavin. Mr and Mrs Ferguson have expressed their desire to have the
children home permanently as soon as possible.

Financial Situation : Mr and Mrs Ferguson cope well on a low income derived from
Supplementary Benefit, however Mr.Ferguson has recently been charged with a rcad
traffic offence for which they may incur additional financial hardship resulting from
a fine if found guilty. - X

Housing : Mr and Mrs Ferguson have applied to the Housing Division for a larger
house i.e. 5 rooms.

Health : I understand that both children are in good health with only childhood
illnesses occurrring over recent months. Both children appear bright and active.

Conclusion : While recognising the progress made by Mr and Mrs Ferguson with regard
to their ability to cope with and understand Marjory and Gavin's needs, continued
support is felt necessary to enable this progress to continue. Marjory and Gavin
have expressed a wish to be home permanently. It is now felt that the family
situation has improved to an extent whereby consideration can be given to such a move.
Should this happen emphasis should be placed on continued support which Mr and Mrs
Ferguson fully recognise as being fully essential.

Suggested points of Discussion :

1)  Progress within the family during the extended home leaves.

2)  The possible implications of the new baby for all the family members.
3) Mr and Mrs Ferguson's expectations of Marjory and Gavin

4) Future plans for Marjory and Gavin in respect of Review Hearing.

L VO gg&b/f&

(Sotial Worker)

B e BN B ot

- Signed ...




others.

Described as "quiet, but lively on cccasions", Gavin enjoys good health and is
quite particular in respect of personal hygiene. During late 'B3/early '84,
Marjory suffered a bout of dysentry, which required her to be hospitalised for soms
four weeks. Generally speaking, she enjoys good health, but requires some super-
vision in relation to her personal hygiene.

RECOMMENDATIONS : "

(a) The present situation re "care" i.e. six days at home with the seventh being
spent within Florence Booth House, continue meantime.

(b) A Children's Hearing be requested by Mr. Brodie - to be as soon as possible

- with a view to recommending an amendment to the existing Supervision
Reguirement i.e. Home Supervision.
(c) Present support - as offered by Miss McKenzie and Mr. Brodie - to continue.

FC/ABS Mr. F. Cura,
19.11.84 A.F.M.



REFORT — GAVIN ANT MARJORY FTRGUSCN - 7TE NOVEMBEER, 1984

GAVIN FERGUSON.- DATE OF BIRTH — 14-12-75

MARJORY FERGUSON - DATE OF BIRTH - 10-05-77

Marjory like Gavin has boer o
one or two problems which I it
Marjory's general hezlllh i3 L. =) sizg well, it 3 meay
commmination for schaoel L 2w ghe i onix
funli \ 1 Fuo it oA 4 i
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+ion ;
M. Ferguson will always hove dilvloudty in [uily ace 2 p
neeus to be encouraged to ccuiimue to work at their = 5 PR o1

aware of this problem and -is trying.
Close supervision will be el
help them cope with the pre
as well as a new addition to the family.

Mrs J Fisher
Azst. O.I.C.
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CASE REVIEWS

Summary of Review Meeting and Recommendations for the Future

15th November, 1984

Date of Review. ... sl it iy e e R T
Name Present Address D.0.B.
Marjory Fergugoa, Saction 44(1)(») ) e/o Florence Booth House, 10.5.77
Gavin Fargucon 1 ol iR Dundee 14.12.75
Participants: Mr. F. Cura, A.F.M., Dundes Wacst.

Mr. D. Ferguson, Children's fathesr.

Mise J. McKenziz, Familv Halper, Dundszs West.

Mrs. J. Fisher, Dap. 0.I.C., Flocrence Booth Housaz.
Mr. J. Davidson, S.S.W., Dunrdze Wast

Mr. S. Brodie, S.W., " "

Apologies tendered on behalf of Mrs. M. Ferguson, children's mother
- hospital appointment.

Summary of Discussion + Goals/Tasks for the Future (Goals to be listed separately)

Pricr to commencement, Reports from Fieldworkers and Residential Staff were circu-—
lated within the group. The contents were duly noted and formed a large part of the
discussion which ensued.

A Review concerning Marjory and Gavin had last taken place on 29th August, 1984.
The following Recommendations had heen agreed upon on that date.

) 1 Continuvation of extended home-.leave i.2. children home full-time on trial with the
exception of one overnight stay in Florence Booth par weak.

2.0 Family situation to be reviewed after the October school holiday, when considera-
tion will be given to requesting a Review Hearing with regards to the children

returning home permanently.
3. Family helper to maintain weekly contact.
4. Florence Booth to continue to offer support to Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson as and whean

required.

It was now learned that, in respect of Recommendations (a), (c)} and (d), all had
been complied with, whilst (b) was now in progress, -

In relation to (a), both children had continued to reside with their parents on
a six days per week basis, i.e. returning to Florence Booth House on Thursday evening
following school and leaving the following morning.

Living within the family home are Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson, plus their children -
Gavin (9), Marjory (7), Diana (5) and Sonia (3). Mrs. Ferguson is also pregnant and

the/
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the new baby is expected in February/March of 1985. At this time, the family occupy
a four apartment flat in the Beechwood area, but have requested larger accommodation,
which hopefully, will be given appropriate consideration by the Housing Division.

Insofar as family relationships are concerned, these have been positive for some
considerable time, the last occasion of "rowing" between the Fergusons said to have
been during November, 1983, Any problems which arise within the family, are now said
to be "talked through" before decisions are arrived at. This relates both to
children and parents alike. Miss McKenzie, who has had contact with the Ferguson
family since 1981, was in complete agreement that positive changes have come about
during her period of involvement, whilst Mr. Brodie, who has only known the family
since May of this year, had also noted likewise in the overall situation. Social
Work involvement is now accepted in full and advice/support requested as and when
necessary.

Within the home situation, both Marjory and Gavin enjoy the normal interaction
with their siblings, at the same time giving few concerns for their parents. Whilst
wishing to now have his children's “home" situation formalised on a full-time basis,
Mr. Ferguson ventured that the family would continue to require/welcome support from
both Social Worker and Family Helper. In view of his wife's pending confinement,
there could well be the need for some form of assistance e.g. possible temporary
"care", especially in view of non-support being forthcoming from relatives - some {
of the latter alleged to be undesirable in any case:

During their short periods of "stay" within Florence Booth House, neither
Marjory nor Gavin have given cause for concern. Both are now said to be "ready"
for full-time parental care and in a sense, just "passing the time" within the
establishment.

Both children are presently pupils of Rockwell Primary School. Teaching staff
are said to be quite happy with the children's progress - also remarking on the fact
that both Gavin and Marjory are "keen, tidy and good time-keepers". Homework

assistance is forthcoming, mainly from Mrs. Ferguson and both she and husband have
ongeing contact with relevant teaching staff.

Interests pursuits for Marjory, take the form of "Brownies" one night per week,
television and games appropriate for her age group. Gavin is a member of the loeal
Boys' Brigade Company, where he is involved in a variety of interests. He also
enjoys television, in particular, those relating to education/nature/wildlife. i
Although both children have friends, Gavin is less inclined to enjoy the company of
others. / S‘ '

Copies to:— Signed ........... /. ¥ AR e B S
Miss A. Crawford, F.M., Dundee West Signed a0 S : Fochr 3> 2 AR
Mr. R. Fisher, 0.I.C., Florence Booth (Reviewing Consultant)

Children's Home
Mr. J. Davidson, 5.5.W., Dundee West Dam.".HHHHELQJ:.ukkﬁ.uﬁﬂgban“"“““““_““”.

Mr. S. Brodie, S.W., " i
Miss J. McKenzie, Family Helper, Dundee West

Feedback re Resources to Field Work Director via Area Controller
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SOCIAL BACKGROUND REPORT
CHILDREN'S HEARING

The following child: —

Surname ... .FERGUSON ... ..o DAt Birth - ooes i s

Christian Names

or Forenames ... GAVIN. (d,Q.b, . 14,12,75). .. ... ... .. Region .......c.ooveveeeeeeeee,
MARJORY (d.o.b. 10.5.77)

o T o] R A N S Sl —

Address . Home.:..14. .Dronley. Place, Dundee. ... Occupation ...... oV &= U

Please refer to my last report to the Hearing dated 24th May 1984.

Progress Since Last Review :

At the last Hearing on 24th May 1984, Gavin and Marjory's supervision orders were
continued under Section 44 (1) (b) Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 naming Florence
Booth. It was recognised at this time that Mr and.Mrs Ferguson had made consider-
able progress in regard to their parenting of Gavin and Marjory. The plan for
trial home leave outlined in my last report to the Panel was successfully achieved
and a case review took place on 29th August 1984 to review the progress achieved.
At this review it was recognised how wellMr and Mrs Ferguson had managed during
the school holidays. Mr and Mrs Ferguson were however somewhat apprehensive about
the children's supervision order being varied at that time. It was therefore
decided not to request a Hearing at that time but in fact to increase the pericds
the children spent at home. This was seen as a further positive step towards the
children's eventual return home. A further case review would take place after

the October school hloidays.

On 15th November 1984 a case review took place at Florence Booth House. Since
the last case review Gavin and Marjory continued to have extended home leave
spending only one night per week in Florence Booth. Gavin and Marjory appear to
be very settled within the family and have established a very close relationship
with Diane and Sonia. It is felt that Mr and Mrs Ferguson's relationship with
Gavin and Marjory has improved considerably since their admission to Florence
Booth, progress which has continued during recent months. However Mr and Mrs
Ferguson recognise that they have had to work at developing their relationship
with Gavin and Marjory. Everything, however, has not been plain sailing ; Mr and
Mrs Ferguson's expectations of the children's ability to accept responsibility /-
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Gavin (d.o.b. 14.12.75) & Marjory (d.e.b. 10.5.,77) Perguson, continued ..... e

which may be considered inappropriate for their age, can be at times a stumbling
block in their relationship. Gavin appears to accept and manage the responsibility
placed upon him by his parents, but it should perhaps be considered inappropriate
to place such responsibilities on a child of his age. Marjory however appears to
need a great deal of attention and "babying" which might be considered in contrast
with the responsibility placed on her by her parents. Mr and Mrs Ferguson feel
that such responsibility is appropriate at present. Mr Ferguson appears to be
more able in coping with the stresses of day to day family life. Mrs Ferguson

has recently had confirmation of her pregnancy and looks forward to the birth of
the child. Mr Ferguson has expressed some reservations in coping with added
emotional responsibility.

School Situation : Mr Jack, Headmaster of Rockwell Primary, reports that Gavin
and Marjory continue to make progress. They attend reqularly and are clean and
tidy. Mr Jack is satisfied with Mr and Mrs Ferguson's attitudes towards parental
contact with the school.

Financial Situation : Mr and Mrs Ferguson cope well on a low income derived from
Supplementary Benefit, however Mr Ferguson has recently been charged with a road
traffic offence for which they may incur additional financial hardship resulting
from a fine if found guilty.

Housing : Mr and Mrs Ferguson have applied to the Housing Division for a larger
house i.e. 5 rooms. I understand they have just been allocated another house in

Harefield Road.

Health : I understand that both children are in good health with only childhood
illnesses occurring over recent months. Both children appear bright and active.

Conclusion : While recognising the progress made by Mr and Mrs Ferguson with
regard to their ability to cope with and understand Gavin and Marjory's needs,
continued support is felt necessary to enable this progress to continue. Gavin
and Marjory have expressed a wish to be home permanently. It is now felt that

the family situation has improved to an extent whereby consideration can be given
to such a move. Should this happen emphasis should be placed on continued support
which Mr and Mrs Ferguson fully recognise as being fully essential. I therefore
recommend that Gavin and Marjory's supervision order by varied to Section 44 (1) (a)
Social Work (Scotland) Act 1968 naming their parents' address.

) — £
Mr S.B. Brodie, \ns e Mg wasez (Cwae)
Social Worker. ' Mas G 8y
s G

W\\%S \_\“"\LKE—‘_TF
Decisionl L) 3L (Scc'-) ALTIQEDS

SBB/1S 27.11.84.



CONFIDENTIAL
MARJORIE FERGUSON - Notes from Social Work File

D.0.B. 10/05/77
Date of admission to care 14/01/82
Date of discharge from care 24/04/86

1980 Mr Wallace got job in Shetland. Mr and Mrs Wallace were divorced
on 26.06.80.

21/02/81 Mr and Mrs Ferguson were married.

09/03/81 RSSPCC visited home. [l had sustained injuries. il taken to
Dundee Royal Infirmary. Mr Ferguson charged and in June served 4

months in prison.

ONY R S (R AT,

14/03/81 Marjorie went to stay with natural father at his parents’ house,in
Linlathen. (Children’s Hearing - statement of facts - 12 June
1981). Mr Wallace had called on the Fergusons’ while was in
hospital and been advised of the situation.

"Marjorie responded well to her father’s easy manner and a good
rapport was quickly established. With the support of his parents
this seemed to provide a temporary solution pending the outcome of
a Hearing. However, Mr Wallace moved approximately six weeks ago
to live with a friend who is also a single parent and he now hopes
to be allocated a house in his own right.

"Gavin and Marjorie are very close and I was able to arrange to
take Marjorie on visits to the children’s home. Mr and Mrs
Ferguson and Diane visited the children with me on a number of

occasions.

"Gavin and Marjorie are both delightful, attractive children. They
are extremely close and always look very excited about seeing each
other. I feel it is important that they should be brought together

as soon as possible.

"I do not think it would be appropriate for the children to be
returned to Mr and Mrs Ferguson meantime. Equally I have
reservations about Mr Wallace’s ability to manage and one occasion
he admitted that having Marjorie was guite a handful at times.
I : - o-comncc that given
Mr Wallace’s previously carefree lifestyle he could find the
demands of getting to know his children and provide for their
needs too great a task.

"Overall, I feel that the needs of Gavin and Marjorie could best
be met by placement in a substitute family where caring is coupled
with consistent handling." (Ms M Porter, Social Worker. Report
for Children’s Hearing 19 June 1981)

12/06/81 Childrens Hearing

Marjorie referred because "she is a member of the same household
as a child in respect of whom an offence mentioned in respect of



31/07/81

04/12/81

08/01/82

28/05/82

whom an offence mentioned in paragraph (d) of Schedule 1 to the
Criminal Procedure (Scotland) Act 1975 has been committed, viz. an
offence involving bodily injury to a child under the age of
seventeen years and may therefore, be in need of compulsory
measures of care in terms of Section 32 (2) (d) of the Social Work
Scotland Act 1968.

Childrens Hearing

Decision made that [N -:io-ic
remain with her natural father. Placed on supervision orders.

Childrens Hearing - Report by Social Work Department:

Main issues identified at this Hearing was the "strong bond of
affection between Gavin and Marjorie and the importance of thenm
being together was stressed. It was also felt that time was needed
for me to explore Mr Wallace’s situation more fully as his
intentions towards the children had not been tested out."

Report outlined agreement that Gavin should go to Mr Wallace each
Sunday and therefore see Marjorie too. However, Mr Wallace only
called at Home 3 times between September and December. Mr Wallace
appears to be "caring for Marjorie quite well" but not keeping
contact with social worker. Mr Wallace planning to marry again. "I
do not think this is the first girlfriend Mr Wallace has had over
the past months and I feel it is confusing for Marjorie not to
have a consistent mother figure.

"Mr and Mrs Ferguson have requested this review because they feel
they could now cope with the children...... While the Ferguson’ are
consistently expressing interest I feel that caring for Diane
(aged 2 years) and Sonia (age 2 months) is enough for them to cope
with meantime..... I would like to stress again that I feel these
two children should be brought together, meantime in Florence
Booth House until they can be placed together in a fostering
situation." (M Porter)

Childrens Hearing: Supplementary Report by Social Worker:

15/12/81 - it was agreed that Marjorie spend overnight in Florence
Booth with Mr Wallace to pick her up on Sunday. He did not turn up
and it was several days before he could be contacted. Marjorie
spent a week in Florence Booth and "Mrs Fisher tells me that she
settled quickly and did not show any distress that her father did
not collect her at the arranged time. Initially she was rather
undisciplined but quickly adapted to the standards of the home.
Gavin was very pleased to have his sister with him and they played
well together." It was recommended that Marjorie be placed in
Florence Booth due to Mr Wallace’s "lack of cooperation" and
information relating te his future wife.

Case Review

Gavin and Marjorie visit Mr and Mrs Ferguson on a planned basis
each Saturday and Sunday. Intention to start overnights at
weekends within the next few months, Marjorie needs time to get to
know Mr Ferguson again.



03/07/82

07/07/82

21/01/83

Mr Wallace did not come to last Hearing and has not contacted
since.

Mr Ferguson showing commitment to children and visits carried out
on a regular basis.

Goals identified at Review:

Emphasis on preparing children to return home. Holiday at home
might be possible in August. No firm dates fixed for eventual
return home as it was felt that Marjorie would have to be given
time to settle in at school.

Overnight stay with Ferguson’s. Children returned earlier than
arranged. "He (Mr Ferguson) found that he lost his temper on a
number of occasions with Marjorie. He cited a number of incidents
eg getting up very early, stuffing papers down the toilet and
other behaviour which although annoying was not extreme.”......
"Mr Ferguson recognised he was not handling the situation
well"..."found he was not coping with Marjorie over the extended
period" (Social worker’s report for Hearing 07/07/82).

Childrens Hearing
Hearing requested by Mr and Mrs Ferguson

No contact by Mr Wallace since Marjorie admitted to care. Mr
Ferguson impatient to have children returned home but also
recognises that he is not ready to cope with the children for
longer periods.

“"conclusion: I feel that Gavin and Marjorie’s supervision order
should continue, and that they should remain in Florence Booth
House meantime. Increased controlled contact with home is of prime
importance but we must proceed at a pace that both children can
handle". (M Porter)

Case Review:

"Marjorie (5) is an attractive child, Her general health is good
but she has had ear trouble creating speech problems - much
improved by an operation some time ago."

Social worker trying to help parents develop insight into the
developmental needs of the children. " Florence Booth continue to
meet the needs of the children at this stage and work well with
the parents. Both children appear well settled and happy in the
setting.

school - "Recent contact with Mr Jack, Headmaster of Rockwell
Primary School indicated that both children have made a good
adjustment to school and to date there has been no indication of
disturbance from the school’s viewpoint. He does comment that
Marjorie is emerging as the more dominant personality....

"poth parents - Mr Ferguson in particular continually state their
desire to have the children returned to them. At times Mr Ferguson
becomes frustrated and verbally aggressive over this issue. During
these times I have continued to re-affirm the reasons why the
children are in care and the fact that the home has not changed



24/02/83

26/05/83

22/06/83

sufficiently to allow them to return..... . issue centers on Mr
Ferguson’s ability to satisfactorily adjust his attitude....”

Case Review

Access arrangements: Wed - Thur overnight and Sat - Mon overnight.

"Thought this would encourage Mr and Mrs Ferguson to be involved
in taking children to and from school and afford more opportunity
for relationships to develop - particularly between Mr Ferguson
and Marjorie....Marjorie appears much more relaxed about home
visits and there are indications of an improvement in her
relationship with Mr Ferguson....

"There are still times when Marjorie annoys Mr Ferguson eg in the
mornings he is bad tempered, Marjorie is slow in getting organised
for school, so Mrs Ferguscon always gets the children up.....

"Wwe would hope to continue with our current plan for increased
involvement given that Marjorie and Gavin are making it clear that
they are enjoying increased contact with Mr and Mrs Ferguson,
Dianne and Sonia" (Margaret Black, social worker 24/02/83)

Discussion at Review:

Concern expressed that lodger living with Fergusons and occupying
bedroom in the house. Children have to share with parents.
Children would not be allowed to return while lodger there but
visiting arrangements would remain same. If lodger left and visits
going well, children could spend Easter holiday at home.

Case Review

"Despite some setbacks, and Mr and Mrs Ferguson’s limitations,
there has been some progress."” Plan for children to spend a weed
at home before Hearing in June. "All being well we would hope they
could spend the summer holidays at home."

Mr wWallace called at office asking to visit children.
He was discouraged from doing so and has not contacted since.

Decisions made at Review:

1) Gavin and Marjorie to go home on Thursday 2 June and will
return to Florence Booth House on Monday 13 June.

2) If trial successful, a recommendation will be made to the
Children’s Panel that the children be allowed home on a trial
basis. The panel would be asked to make a 44 (1) (b) order naming
Florence Booth House and stating that the Social Work Department
would have discretion to allow the children home on trial.

3) Two beds would be reserved in Florence Booth House for Gavin
and Marjorie during the trial period.

4) Children Hearing to be arranged for the end of school
holidays.

Childrens Hearing

Accepted above recommendations



16/11/83

23/11/83

December

17/05/84

24/05/84

23/10/84

12/11/84

Case Review

Children spent school holidays at home - family had a caravan at
St Andrews. Latter end of holiday, tensions building up and
children returned to Florence Booth House. Children returned home
full time on 01/09/83.

Issues around Mr Ferguson’s relationship with Marjorie - she is
less accepted than Gavin; inappropriate punishments; Mr Ferguson’s
rigid behaviour; concerns that Mr Ferguson continues to respond to
situations in an aggressive manner. "I feel there are still some
fairly real risks in this situation" (Margaret Black).

Children returned to live in Florence Booth.

NAT Report

Recommendation: The children’s names should remain on the
register.

Marjorie, Sonia and Diane contracted dysentery and spent a period
in hospital. Marjorie returned to Florence Booth.

Review

Agreed too early to allow children home permanently. However,
arrangements made for visits and holiday periods at home.

Childrens Hearing

Recommendation that supervision orders continued and plan for home
trial to be implemented.

Marjorie and Gavin now spending all week at home apart for
Thursdays which they spend at Florence Booth. "Stress levels in
the family greatly reduced."

Case Review

Family relationships positive for some time. New baby expected in
Feb/March 1985,

"During their short periods of "stay" within Florence Booth House,
neither Marjorie nor Gavin gave given cause for concern. Both are
now said to be "ready" for full-time parental care and in a sense,
just "passing the time" within the establishment.

"Both children are presently pupils of Rockwell Primary School.
Teaching staff are said to be quite happy with the children’s
progress - also remarking on the fact that both Gavin and Marjorie
are "keen, tidy and good time-keepers". Homework assistance is
forthcoming, mainly from Mrs Ferguson and both she and husband
have ongoing contact with relevant teaching staff.

"Interests pursuits for Marjorie, take the form of brownies one
night per week, television and games appropriate for her age
group™.



Recommendations: Request Childrens Hearing to amendment
supervision order to Home supervision; continue with present
support offered by Miss McKenzie and Mr Brodie.

29/11/84 Childrens Hearing

Decision: 44 (1) (a) Home supervision order.
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24.6.83

14.7.83

12.8.83

1.9.83

16.11.83

12.12.83

24.12.83/

FERGUSON FAMILY

Developments since last Children's Hearing on 24.6.83

Children's Hearing Review on Marjory and Gavin 44(1) (b).

Supervision Orders to remain in force but children home for a trial period.
Al]l being well another Children's Hearing review will be called at the end
ef the holidays. Mary Orr advised to ! N.A.I. register.

Y Y phone g

Family to caravan*w:ée%y.\n St. Andrews. On 19.7.83 Marjory sustained an
injury to her face - tripped while getting up to the toilet in the night,
At local cottage hospital G.P. could not find any evidence to substantiate
N.A.I. Marjory seemed fine in herself and situation did not appear

suspicious.

Despite a gocod start to the trial home leave pressure was clearly building

up (some details in departmental review dated 16.11.83) and following discus-
sions between Mrs. Fisher (F.B.H.), the Fergusons and myself it was

dagreed that the children return to F.B.H. unti] Situation calms down.

Perhaps the summer hols. with the children at home full time was not the

best time for a trial period.

Following the previous pattern of spending part of the week at home Gawvin
and Marjory resumed a full time trial period at home.

Departmental review at F.B.H. attended by Mr. Middleton, Mr. Nicoll, Mr.
Gaston, Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. McKenzie (family helper who regularly visits

the family) and self. Mr. and Mrs. Ferguson were present for a large part
of the review. See details in §.W's review report,

At the review Mr. Ferguson went on at length about the deterioration in his
wife's standard of housekeeping and the fact that this had brought him
several times to the point of having 'his hands at her throat'. The tension
between them was evident although both denied that it was affecting their
ability to relate to the children. However, as can be seen from the review
report this is clearly not the ¢case. Mrs. Fisher had been at the house

the night before the review and felt concerned about "the state of the
house" and the general atmosphere. After a lTot of discussion it was felt
necessary for the children to be returned at this time to F.B.H. The marital
strife evident at this time is clearly a source of concern. It is
interesting that Mrs. Ferguson has allowed the house-keeping standards

to detericrate so drastically when this is clearly a source of great
aggravation to Mr. Ferguson. He is wdsually quite helpful around the house
but in view of his wife's loss of interest he has also given up. This
brings into question her commitment to having the children home.

Conseqguently the children were brought back to F.B.H. by Mr. Ferguson (in
a fit of temper).

There followed several weeks when Mr. Ferquson was unwilling to engage in
any work with the department - and seemed to want to be talked round. He
refused to discuss the marital situation and contact with F.B.H. was

difficult.

Meeting at F.B.H. attended by the Fergusons, Mrs. Fisher, Mrs. McKenzie
and myself to update on developments and discuss contact.



24.12.83 Sonia andiDianne returned home from hospital.

15.1.84 Marjory home from hospital. No visits from the Fergusons since the New
Year. Gavin in F.B.H. over Xmas and New Year and due to possibility of
infection no contact between Ferguscons and F.B.H. At the same time
the Fergusons made no effort to keep in touch by 'phone or letter with
him.



