iﬁ’ ork Department

NURSERY PLACE'ENTS

Re: Gavin Ferguson/Wallace (d/b 14.12.75)
¥arjory T .rzuson/iWallace (d/b 10.05.77)
1 Ironley savenus, Beechwoed, Dundee,

A Nursery placement is requested for the above two children.
A case crnference had been held the week previous at which
Wre Nicoll A,A.C, attendeds Due to Mr. Fergusen's potential
aggressive background it was deemed necessary that it would
be in the best interests ani concern for the children that
a nursery place be allocated.

A, Hughes 12.,02,80
Social Worker,



Social Work Department

Case Conference held et linnwells Hnopital on 24:6:80

1 Tronley Avenue, Dundee,

Mother : Marjory Morrison or Wallace, known as Fermuson
Cohabitee : Tiourlns Fermison.

Siblings : Marjorie, d.o.b. 10:5:77

Present:

Nr, Drillian, Consul*ant Paedis‘rician, Armitstead Child Develonment Centre.
Dr., Fc¥elliczn, 364 Perth Rond, Dund-e. -

¥r. V. Foy, Insnector, R.S.5.P.C.C. 17 William Street, Dundee.

Srt. Grirzs, Juvenile Liajison, Tavside Police, West Bell Street, Dundee.
¥iss Robertson, Fatron, Lochee Day Nursery, Marshall Street, Dundee.

Dr. I'. Buckney, Senicr Fovee Officer, Prediaziric Urit, Mincwells Fospital.
VMrs. Welkor, Health Visitor, Ryehill Healih Centre.

’r. 4. Nicoll, Asst. Area Controller, irea 1.

Mrs, ¥. Orr, Co=Ordinator for the Child Atuse Rerisier.

~

L second case ccnference was called to discuss the Wallace - Fersuson Farmily

=i +pation with particnlar reference to [l (both Gavin and Mariorie are on
the At RBisl Per~ister in the Susreccted cate{;omf}, who was found to hsve & brvise
on - face bv Mra, Robertson, Ma*ron of Tochee Dav Fumserv, -'s: mother
hzd told ¥rs, Pohertson she had lost hor termer with - end hit - on the
face, but the tiigine vrroved more serious than Frs, Robertson h2d been led to
erpect ané W taken to Wallacetown PYealth Centre where was seen by
Dr. Wilson.
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The discussion at the case conference was recorded as follows:-

ather is very strict with the chiléren and all rircdemeanon-s ETe nunished.
rs. Roberiscn h=s had a few tussles with I'r. Termiean ahout Aieccinline. Fr,

i
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Social Work Department

¥imswal Is Vbepided . -2 -

case Conference 26:6:80 : [ NN

¥r. Terguson’s explanation for his s*rict discipline is that his father treated
him ir this same manner and his view ic thst the treatment he received as a
child has made him & better person and therefore he wants to see his step~
children grow up, not like the other children in Beechwood, but as he has.

child to erv to be remorseru IS, )eTTSONn described an inciden !
harpened on Tuesday - the children slept ir end Mum telephoned the nursery to
say Gavin was on his way with an uncle who would leave him at the gate;
¥ariorie had not dressed herself avickly eroueh, so was nunished by bein~ put
back to bed for the day: But Frs. Robertson said mother should dress her and

e
Marjorie had mnrks round her neck, and Mrs, licFarlane

(Eealth Visitor}, seid she would go to the house to find out about these.

L]

~ . . -

¥r, Nieoll feels, because of the
zreater nrotection afforded by the mirsery, it ir adviseble for Marjorie to be
kent in the nursery in nreference t~ the nursery school and verhaps next year
when she is four, the situstion car be looked at arain. Gavin is going to
Roeckwell schoel soon. '

Dr. Drillian thinks it a risky situation to leave the parents to continue to
manage the children in the way they do. FKrs. Robertson mentioned that Mrs.
Ferguson's divorce i goinr throurh and they intend to et married and KFr.
Ferpuson plens to adopt the two children, HKr. Nicoll said the Sheriff would
have to be informed if the parents plzured to adnpt the children. Hrs. Walker
said she felt if Mr., Perpuson didn't arprove of any decision the family wnould
probebly be up and off, and Mrs. Walker asked that somothine~ definite be decided
in case the parents did take off, It was felt a Children's Wearinc would give



Social Work Department
Ninewells Hospitel. -3 =

Case Conference 256:6:80 : —

¥r. Ferguson the opportunity to state his noint of view =znd misht also give
the Social Work Department the statutory right of access.

ecommen jong:
1). Referral to the Renmorter to be made by Dr, Buckmey.

2). Health Visitor suprport to carry on as in the past.
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4). The Tarmily to be recuested to attend the Children's Psychiatric Unit.

5). If a Children's Hearing is called, the question of whether or not the
children should be under a Supervision Order should be considered.

H g O

lirs. K. Orr, .
Co=Urdinator for the Child Abuse Register,



Social Work Department
Ca<e Coneronce held at Nincw-1ls Hosrifal on 24:7:80
Gavin Tersuson, 1 Dronler Avenue, Dundee. d.o.b. 14:12:75
Mother : Marjory Morrison,
Cohabitee : Douglas Ferguson,

Siblings : Marjorie d.o.b. 10:5:77
Diane d.o.b. 17:9:79.

Present:

Dr, Drillian, Consultant Paedistrician, Armitstead Child Development Centre.
Mr. W. Foy, Inspector, R.5.S.P.C.C., 17 William Street, Dundee.

Set. Griges, Juvenile Liaison, Tayside Police, West Bell Street, Dundee.
Miss Robertson, Matron, Lochee Nursery, Dundee.

Kr., A. Nicoll, Asst, Area Controller, Area 1, 22 Crichton Street, Dundee.
VMiss FcFarlane, Health Visitor, Ryehill Clinie,

Dr. Vaterston, Senior Registrar, Paediatric Unit, Ninewells Hospital.

¥rs, ¥, Orr, Co-Ordinator for the Child Abuse Register.

Apoloriecs:

Dr. FcEellican.

A second case corference becane necessary

at the end of June. As the '‘recommendation to refer the case to the
Remorter to the Children's Panel made at the case conference on 26:6:80, had not
been carried out because on consideration of the case after conference it was felt
that in these particular circumstances the referral was not an appropriate one for
a member of the Ninewells Paediatric staff to mzke. The conference therefore, had
to decide whether the referral should be made by another srency or whether circum-

stances had chanred in the Perguson home in such a way as to indicate that continued

work on a voluntary basis was the better way to helv Gavin and his family.

The discussion included:=—

1) The advantases and disadvantares of a referral and
2) Recent family history.

1). The advantage of a referral if it resulted in a Supervision Order would be of
having a statutory richt to supervisge the children but might male Mr. Ferguson
decide to leave Dundee, in a hurry, with the family and could make the parents

more antagonistic to those tryinr to help them. An unsuccessful referral might

make the parents feel that their methods of child rearing were bein~ upheld by
the Children's Panel.

2). Recent family history indicates that Mr. Ferguson, in particular, may be
occupying his time in such z way thet his understandins of children mav be

increased with, hopefully, some benefits for his own daughter and step children.

He is currently taking part in the Beechwood Holiday Camp, with Gavin, and seems to

enjor being a helper and has evidently been able to cope, with one other helper, with

25 children includinT Gavin. He was also very active in raising funds for the camp
by avproaching local businesses and asking for donations.

Although there is still & lot of concern about the current methods of discipling the
children and Diane may well soon be subject to the same strict discipline as her step
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brother and sister as her mother has acquired a new cot into which she will be put
if she 'steps out of line', nevertheless the efforts bein~ made to talk to the
parents about child development and child care and Mr. Ferguson's new interests may
make some difference in his and his wife's attitudes to their children.

Other points made were:-

a). Gavin and Marjorie are repor?ed to have been subjected to physical abuse long
before their mother met ¥r. Ferguson and they stayed in Women's Aid Refuges both
in Northampton and Dundee,

b). That it might be helpful if Mr. Ferguson could visit some place where he could
see young children being looked after and possibly be involved in the caring -
this misht also benefit the mother and the Beechwood Commmnity Centre was
suggrested as a possibility. '

e). That Mr, Wallace, the father of Gavin and Marjorie is apparently visitings the
home.

[ BT . O |

e). That the mother's divorce has not 'yet been granted.

fter e discussi he followins reco ndations w mede:—

1). That unless there is a further inciden:t no referral will be nade to the Rerporter.

.2). That a meeting would be arransed at Lochee Wursery to which Mr. Ferruson and the
childrens mother would be invited and which would be attended by Mrs. Robertson,
Miss FcFarlane and Mr. Nicoll so that those who know the family best could discuss
the situation with them and explain the areas of concern and also, if approori=zte
give some recognition of improvement on the part of the parents.

3). That the situation at the Beechwood Community Centre might be looked at with a
view to the possible involvement of one or other or both perents in some

supervised child care project.

?"E_ @ry G

Co-Ordinator for Child Abuse Register.



