
Supplementary Personal Statement 
Name: Colin Howie						Case Ref: APP523583
DOB: 27/11/1988
Have you ever been known by any other names? N/A
Conviction over 5 years.  None
Name of Social services cared for under: Ardrossan – North Ayrshire Council
What year(s) were you placed in care or what was your age at the time(s) - I was around the age of approx. 7-9 years old.  Approximately 2 years in care. 
Establishments attended: Harley place- 2 years 1996 -1999
Reason for being placed into these establishments: Mum and Dad struggling
Was this due to neglect, abandoned, abuse? – was this through a children panel.  
What type of care setting was Harley house - in Saltcoats was a local‑authority‑run residential children’s home 16 Harley Place, Saltcoats??
Harley Place was an appalling and shocking environment. If you misbehaved or refused to eat, you would either be confined to your room, forced into cupboards, or restrained. You would even be compelled to consume your dinner, which was revolting. 
The restraints were quite forceful: the large male staff members would place their feet on your chest to pin you down, while two of them would hold your arms and legs against the floor. Occasionally, they would drag you around and throw you onto the mattress, striking you in the ribs and stomach. 
You were too terrified to report the abuse for fear that it would escalate, even if you had visible bruises, which they would also shout in your face. It was horrific. They would tell you that your parents did not want you and could not afford to keep you. Such cruel remarks were common. 
At times, they would even strike you with belts or slippers on your back, taking pleasure in your pain. The showers were perpetually cold, devoid of privacy, and they would always monitor you. You were required to stand naked in front of the boys while showering as well.
If I failed to eat my dinner, I would typically be starved for two days as punishment, receiving nothing at all. Sometimes, they would attempt to force the food into my mouth; if I refused to eat, I would be confined to my room for punishment or forced into a cupboard. On several occasions, I was separated from my brother. Despite my pleas to be with him, they simply ignored me. We also slept in different rooms.
 I would attempt to escape, but they would always bring me back to Harley Place and beat me as punishment for trying to flee. It was nearly impossible to escape from that place. The night watchmen frequently disturbed my sleep by poking me and provoking me.
There were instances when I would awaken without any covers or clothing, which was quite peculiar. Currently, I am not a very good sleeper; I suspect I may be experiencing insomnia, a condition that has been exacerbated since I became a parent. It was not uncommon to witness other boys being assaulted. 
I even witnessed my own brother being beaten. We often attempted to protect one another and intervened when one of us was being attacked, but we were often separated. Hearing a great deal of screaming during the night, leaving me uncertain about what was occurring, it was quite overwhelming. This situation has profoundly impacted my life. 
I have recently lost both my job and my partner as a result of the trauma. I struggle with depression and have been on antidepressants for approximately six months to manage my condition. I attribute all of this to the trauma I experienced. I was on extended sick leave due to the trauma, and it has significantly affected my relationships. It has completely disrupted my life.




















C
omplete SAR map for your client born in 1988, placed through Ardrossan (North Ayrshire) Social Work, and placed in Harley Place at age 7 for around 2 years. This gives you the full picture of who holds what, what records should exist, and where to send each request.

1. Primary Record Holder – North Ayrshire Council (Ardrossan Social Work)
Because the placement was made through Ardrossan Social Services, the placing authority was:
➡ North Ayrshire Council
They now hold the entire personal social work file, including:
· Entry into care
· Assessment reports
· Children’s Hearing papers
· Placement decisions
· All paperwork relating to Harley Place
· Any emergency placements before/after
· Case notes
· Reviews and supervision orders
North Ayrshire Council – Data Protection
📧 subjectaccessrequest@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
📧 dataprotectionofficer@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
☎ 01294 310000
This is the most important SAR.

2. Harley Place Children’s Home (Ardrossan)
Harley Place was a local authority children’s home in North Ayrshire.
Personal records:
➡ North Ayrshire Council (placing authority always holds the personal file)
Institutional (non‑personal) records:
➡ North Ayrshire Archives
📧 northayrshireheritage@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
These can help with Redress background but are not DSARs.

3. Children’s Panel / Children’s Hearings
If the child was referred to the panel (very likely at age 7):
Scottish Children’s Reporter Administration (SCRA)
📧 information@scra.gov.uk
They hold:
· Grounds for referral
· Hearing decisions
· Supervision orders
· Social work reports submitted to the panel

4. Police Scotland
Useful for:
· Missing person reports
· Absconding
· Any incidents at Harley Place
· Any police involvement with the family
📧 dataprotectionsubjectaccess@scotland.police.uk

5. NHS Health Records
Because the child lived in Ardrossan and was placed locally, health records will be with:
NHS Ayrshire & Arran
📧 aa-uhb.foi@aapct.scot.nhs.uk
They may hold:
· GP records
· Health visitor notes
· Childhood medicals
· Hospital attendances
· Any safeguarding medicals

6. Education Records
If the child attended school during the placement:
North Ayrshire Council – Education
📧 education@north-ayrshire.gov.uk
They hold:
· School enrolment
· Attendance
· Reports
· Additional support needs assessments

7. Quick Reference Table
	Organisation
	Purpose
	Email

	North Ayrshire Council
	Full social work file + Harley Place placement
	subjectaccessrequest@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

	SCRA
	Children’s Panel records
	information@scra.gov.uk

	Police Scotland
	Missing persons, incidents
	dataprotectionsubjectaccess@scotland.police.uk

	NHS Ayrshire & Arran
	Health records
	aa-uhb.foi@aapct.scot.nhs.uk

	North Ayrshire Education
	School records
	education@north-ayrshire.gov.uk

	North Ayrshire Archives
	Institutional history
	northayrshireheritage@north-ayrshire.gov.uk



8. What records should exist for this client
Given the age (7–9) and length of placement (2 years), you should expect:
· Full social work case file
· Children’s Hearing decisions
· Placement agreements
· LAC reviews
· School reports
· Medical records
· Incident logs
· Any absconding/missing person reports
· Correspondence between Harley Place and Ardrossan Social Work
This is a strong evidence base for Redress Scotland.

If you want, I can draft a single DSAR email tailored to this client’s exact placements so you can send it immediately.

