SUPPORT STATEMENT – taken over phone call

SECTION A — SURVIVOR DETAILS 
Survivor Name: Michael William Hannah
Date of Birth:  10/09/1982
Care Setting(s):  Cordyce Residential School

SECTION B — Supporting Person Details
Name: Patricia Will
Relationship to Survivor:  Mother 
Length of Relationship: Lifelong

Purpose of This Statement
I am providing this statement in support of Michael's Redress Scotland application. I know them personally and wish to offer information about her experiences she shared with me, and the impact this has had on her life.

How I know the Survivor
I am the survivor's mother

What the Survivor shared with me
He did talk to me a bit about his time in care, but it was more what I could see in him. I could see that in Michael he had a remarkably difficult time when he was there. He never wanted to go back to the place; he would sometimes get home at a weekend and when it was time for him to return, he absolutely hated in with passion. He would have massive tantrums and start smashing things up in the house. 
[bookmark: _Int_BEJufeaP]After he went there his trust in people diminished, he wouldn’t talk to anybody about anything he would just lash out at everybody. He didn’t fit in there at all. He has told me a lot of the things that happened there now, but at that particular time he never really spoke about it at all. It took me a long time to get it out of him.  before he would tell me. 



I sometimes went there on visits, and you could feel there was something different but at the time I thought it may just be me not liking that my son was there in the first place. You could tell that there was an atmosphere with Michael and certain staff. There was one gentleman I could tell he really didn’t like Michael and that Michael really didn’t like him either. I can’t remember names as it was a long time ago. 
[bookmark: _Int_9iSqFvL9]But even little things from other children it was there. I remember one time I was invited to have tea with Michael, and the other kids were having spaghetti bolognaise and they were just eating tinned spaghetti. I said to one of them, do you not like the mince? And he said to me we don’t get the mince; we only get spaghetti; Michael is only getting it today because your here. I was thinking, it’s a kid it’s being a bit dramatic at the time. I could actually feel the difference when I went there. You were never invited a lot, but when you did go, you could just tell there was an atmosphere about the place and amongst the children – not just Michael but the other children there too. You could genuinely tell that they were petrified, this is the word I would use now but I didn’t properly realise at the time. 
[bookmark: _Int_Yv180QHC]If Michel would have only spoken to me years ago then I could have gone and done something about it. His behaviour when he was there was horrendous – he did tell me how they had locked in rooms and cupboard over the years. He told me that he actually contemplated jumping in the nearby river because it was that bad. I didn’t know any of that until years later. 
Michael’s behaviour and attitude towards people changed within a few weeks of being there. Michael was made to do certain things in the home like make his bed and tidy his room, which were a great help to him – but if you asked him to do these things at home, he would look at me as though to say oh are you going to do me what they are doing to me. At the time I didn’t realise that but after he told me I was petrified that if I didn’t do it right you were going to punish me the way they did. Michael told me that if we didn’t fold the sheets correctly or tuck them into the bed properly, we would get put into a cupboard it. 

Impact to survivor that I have observed
Michael has still got huge trust issues and anger issues. His mental health has taken a real bad toll on him and it’s not something that has gone away. Right now, he is not here because he feels he can’t trust anybody here. In my eyes he is just running away from his problems, but he sees it as he is trying to help himself, but I just see it as him running away from his problems. My guilt as well for allowing him to go into a place like that, I just beat myself up about it. I think that is why Michael took a long time to tell me about it. 










Supporting Statement confirmation
I offer this statement to support the above survivor’s application. Everything I have written reflects what he has shared with me and what I have personally observed during the time I have known them.

Name: 
Date: 


