SUPPORT STATEMENT

SECTION A — SURVIVOR DETAILS
Survivor Name: Martin Brolley
Date of Birth:  19/09/1977

SECTION B — Supporting Person Details
Name: Helen Hutchinson
Relationship to Survivor: Sister
Length of Relationship: Life long

Purpose of This Statement
I am providing this statement in support of the above survivors Redress Scotland application. I know them personally and wish to offer information about their experiences they shared with me.
How I know the Survivor
He is my brother.
What the Survivor shared with me
He went to Mungo’s school not far away from mums home , he had problems with maths and other work and he was a wee boy that just couldn’t sit down for long, so my mum had to go to the doctor and get a note for him to be able to stand in the corridor for a few minutes then come back in which the school agreed to. He ended up being a prefect and he was doing well, but then as the time went on, he got moved to a school called St Morgans in Stirling, and outside the school, him and my other wee brother was going in they were getting bullied and called Catholics, they were terrified, so they ended up not going back, and they ended up in a place called the Dave Inn, they used to leave their school bags there, and they used to go and help an old farmer they were friendly with, my mum thought they were at school, for a full year the school never contacted my mum and then it was after a year they did contact her and my mum told them what was happening because Martin and Stephen told the teacher but she said because it was outside they couldn’t do nothing about it. So Martin got sent to a woman for like 15 minutes just to get help with some work and that but a couple of times they missed it and went to help the old farmer, so the social work got involved again and they said they were putting martin to a place called Starley Hall.
Martin didn’t like it here, the food was horrible and Martin would go in the shower and he came out the shutters were down it was really dark and they were standing there with a towel, well martin was at the age of drying himself so he was really scared and terrified so he would tell me everything and beg me not to tell my mum because he didn’t want my mum going up to the home and getting him into trouble and he didn’t want her to know nothing, and I kept saying its better mum knows then we can get something done about it but he was too scared and then he wouldn’t tell me. 
He was about 12 or 13 when he went to the special needs place then after that he ended up running away then he got brought back by the police the next time he went on the railway line the trains were going up and down so the social worker stood on the bridge and shouted martin to come to the car before he got killed and ended up taking him back to my mums and he was so happy as he was missing my mum and he was missing me.
There was a time where martin got took to a place called Geilsland this is where all the horrifying stuff started, He got moved from Starley Hall then got home for a few weeks then he went to Geilsland which was even tougher. On his first day he got introduced to a boy which Martin would sit and talk to him and then another boy came in and kicked other boy in the face in front of Martin. So Martin got scared and went away to his room to sit because then he was crying and he was terrified. At night he heard somebody screaming. He went out of the room to see what was happening and the boy was crying and then he got told to get back in his room and the guy that told him to get back in his room ended up coming and punching him in the mouth then the boy that had assaulted the other boy he sprayed Martin with the stuff you use to put out a fire. Martin was sitting in the class and then he told me that he was asked to do football but martin never played football so he was scared, they asked him to play three aside so Martin said that he couldn’t do it, so anyway they must have been out and done it as Martin was sitting in the classroom and when the teacher came back in he told everybody to go and he was battering Martin, kicking him, punching him in the head and everything then when he finally went out, he told Martin he was going to play pool at first then he finally went out. The next time Martin was playing a support worker at pool the support worker called him a fanny so Martin asked for another game and Martin won and that caused him to call him a Kilmarnock fanny, the man got him on the floor and was kicking him in the head and battering him and saying don’t ever call me that again so eventually Martin escaped through the window and went out to the back field, he was running as fast as he could to try and get away but then he heard somebody shouting him so he kept running and running and then eventually he caught up with Martin and he says to Martin if you tell anyone, please don’t tell, because if you tell I’ll have no job and I’ll have no house and my wife and my kids will have nothing to eat, I’ll bring you cigarettes and sweeties everyday if you don’t tell so Martin ended up not telling anyone and he was told by the social worker if he ran away again they would put him in a place called Rossi Farm or an island.
He met another boy there who started him on drugs and alcohol so when he came out he was into drugs and alcohol, I think these were taking away a wee bit of the fear for him because he was absolutely terrified and they all just got away with it.
I said if you’d have just let me tell mum at the time we could have done something about it we could have had them sacked, he just didn’t want my mother to worry, he really loved my mother, she’s dead now, but he didn’t want her to go up there as he was scared she would get arrested or something would happen to her.

Supporting Statement confirmation
I offer this statement to support the above survivor’s application. Everything I have written reflects what they have shared with me and what I have personally observed during the time I have known them.

Name: Helen Hutchinson 
Date: 04/03/2026


