Supplementary Personal Statement
Name: Andrew Hogg
DOB – 05/01/1981
Name(s) of Care Home – Seafield Children’s Home, Oakbank Children’s Home. 
Reason for going into care: Familial Abuse
Age in care: 13 - 17

Seafield Children’s Home 
I was placed into care at the age of approx. 13, around 1992/93 and was sent to Seafield Children’s Home in Aberdeen. This decision followed family difficulties: my father was abusive, and my mother was forced to leave the home. I remained at Seafield for approximately two years.
During this time, I experienced mental abuse from staff members. A staff member, I believe her name was Moira Stewart or Clark, would remove us from the home and take me and another boy to her home. There, she supplied us with alcohol and drugs, speed. This was my first exposure to drugs. In hindsight she was grooming us and abusing her power.  Looking back, this experience was a turning point that led to a lifelong struggle with substance misuse. I was still a child, and the trust I placed in adults was betrayed. 
Although my mother managed to visit me a few times during my stay, I had little to no contact with my family otherwise.

Oakbank Children’s Home
After Seafield, I was transferred to Oakbank Children’s Home in Aberdeen, where I spent a further two years. It was a very abusive place; I sustained regular mental and physical abuse.  One particular incident stands out: after swearing at a deputy headmaster, I was called into his office where he physically assaulted me, punching and kicking me. I was left with visible bruises and in complete shock. I confided in my father, despite our strained relationship, but nothing was done.
Although the violence at Oakbank was traumatic, I believe my experiences at Seafield had the most lasting impact. The introduction to drugs at such a young age set me on a destructive path. I went on to struggle with heroin addiction for 25 years and continue to battle the consequences today. As a direct result of my experiences in care, I developed psychosis from marijuana use, ongoing anxiety, and depression. I have been medicated for years. My childhood trauma, and the exploitation I suffered at the hands of someone entrusted to care for me, shaped the course of my adult life. I have never confided in anyone, so I cannot supply a supporting statement. 

